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Chapter  Thirteen 


The  Chapter  Concerning  Knowledge 
and  The  Fervour  the  Sahabah  $9Sss^ 

had  for  Knowledge 

 ,  . 

This  chapter  highlights  the  tremendous  fervour  that  Nabi  and  the  Sahabah 
had  for  divine  knowledge  and  how  they  encouraged  it.  It  further 
discusses  how  they  taught  and  learnt  knowledge  pertaining  to  Imaan  and  good 
deeds  and  also  how  they  preoccupied  themselves  with  it  whether  they  were  on 
journey  or  at  home,  undergoing  hardship  or  enjoying  prosperity.  Also 
highlighted  is  how  they  dedicated  themselves  to  teaching  guests  who  arrived  in 
Madinah  Munawwarah  (may  millions  of  salutations  and  greetings  go  to  the 
master  of  the  place).  Furthermore,  the  chapter  illustrates  how  they  blended  the 

:  dissemination  of  divine  knowledge  with  Jihaad  and  earning  a  living.  In  addition 
to  this,  it  describes  how  they  dispatched  individuals  to  cities  to  disseminate 
divine  knowledge  and  how  they  also  gave  importance  to  inculcating  within 
themselves  qualities  that  promote  the  absorption  of  this  knowledge. 

k  i  ,  ;  i  / 

The  Encouragement  Rasulullaah  ®§| 
Gave  towards  Knowledge 

Rasulullaah  Welcomes  Hadhrat  Safwaan  bin 
Assaal  @3i2w&g>  who  had  come  to  Seek  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Safwaan  bin  Assaal  Muraadi  SMffiss  says,  "I  once  came  to  Rasulullaah 
in  the  Masjid  as  he  was  reclining  on  his  red  shawl.  'O  Rasulullaah  •£$$!?!'  I 
said,  'I  have  come  to  seek  knowledge.'  Rasulullaah  exclaimed,  'Welcome  to 
the  seeker  of  knowledge!  Verily  out  of  the  love  for  what  the  person  seeking 
knowledge  is  out  to  seek,  the  angels  encircle  him  with  their  wings  and  then 
mount  each  other  until  they  reach  the  sky  above  the  earth.'"'1' 

Rasulullaah  @3$Si's  Words  to  Hadhrat  Qabeesah 
when  he  Came  to  Seek  knowledge 

Hadhrat  Qabeesah  bin  Mukhaariq  says,  "When  I  once  went  to  Rasulullaah 

(jjfjjf,  he  asked  me  what  brought  me  there.  I  replied,  'I  have  grown  old  and  my 

(1)  Ahmad,  Tabraani,  Ibn  Hibbaan  and  Haakim,  as  quoted  in  Targheeb  wat  Tarheeb  (Vol.1  Pg.59). 


www.islamicbulletin.com 

THE  LIVES  OF  THE  SAHABAH  (Vol-3) 


197 


bones  have  weakened.  I  have  come  to  you  to  teach  me  something  by  which 
Allaah  will  grant  me  great  benefit.'  Rasulullaah  g§5H  said,  'Every  stone,  tree  and 
mound  of  sand  that  you  passed  (on  your  way  here)  prayed  for  your  forgiveness.  O 
Qabeesah!  You  will  be  saved  from  blindness,  leprosy  and  paralysis  if  after 
performing  your  Fajr  salaah,  you  thrice  recite  the  du'aa  '  '.  j  *1h  gt*&) 
(?ji^O  Qabeesah!  You  should  also  recite  the  du'aa: 

'O  Allaah!  I  implore  You  for  that  which  is  with  You.  Pour  Your  grace 
upon  me,  shower  Your  mercy  upon  me  and  send  down  Your  blessings 
tome.'"'15, 

Rasulullaah  Si  Tells  Two  of  the  Sahabah 
that  Seeking  Knowledge  Atones  for  Sins 

Hadhrat  Sakhbarah  W&8&>  narrates  that  two  men  were  passing  by  when 
Rasulullaah  gSH  was  busy  giving  a  talk.  Rasulullaah  said  to  them,  "Sit 
down  because  you  two  are  upon  great  goodness."  When  Rasulullaah  (had 
completed  and)  got  up,  the  Sahabah  dispersed.  The  two  men  then  also 

got  up  and  asked,  "O  Rasulullaah  (iHl!  You  had  mentioned  that  the  two  of  us 
were  upon  great  goodness.  Is  this  for  us  exclusively  or  for  the  general  public  as 
well?"  Rasulullaah  tSUi  replied,  "Whenever  a  servant  of  Allaah  seeks 
knowledge,  it  atones  for  all  his  past  sins." (2) 

The  Superiority  of  an  Aalim  over  an  Ordinary 
Worshipper  in  the  Words  of  Rasulullaah  ijSi 

Hadhrat  Abu  Umaamah  Baahili  SIS^  says  that  someone  once  spoke  to 
Rasulullaah  ^§  about  two  men,  one  being  an  Aalim  and  the  other  an  ordinary 
worshipper.  Rasulullaah  remarked,  "The  superiority  of  an  Aalim  over  an 
ordinary  worshipper  is  like  my  superiority  over  the  lowest  amongst  you." 
Rasulullaah  {^$|  then  proceeded  to  say,  "Verily  Allaah  showers  His  mercy  on  the 
person  who  teaches  people  to  do  good.  In  addition  to  this,  the  angels,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  heavens  and  even  the  ants  in  their  anthills  and  the  fish  in  the 
oceans  pray  for  his  forgiveness." (3) 

Another  narration  does  not  mention  the  incident  of  the  two  men  but  continues  to 
state  that  Rasulullaah  (JS||  said,  "The  superiority  of  an  Aalim  over  an  ordinary 
worshipper  is  like  my  superiority  over  the  lowest  amongst  you,"  Thereafter, 
Rasulullaah        recited  the  verse: 

(1)  Ahmad,  as  quoted  in  Jam'ul  Fawaa'id  (Vol.1  Pg.21).  Mundhiri  and  Haythami  have  commented  on 
the  chain  of  narrators. 

(2)  Tirmidhi  and  Tabraani,  as  quoted  in  Targheeb  wat  Tarheeb  (Vol.  1  Pg.60). 

(3)  Tirmidhi. 
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From  Allaah's  bondsmen,  it  is  only  the  Ulema  who  truly  fear  Him. 

{Surah  Faatir,  verse  28} 
The  rest  of  this  narration  ends  off  just  like  the  one  quoted  above.  ^' 
Hadhrat  Hasan- narrates  that  Rasulullaah  (SS  was  once  questioned  about  two 
men  who  were  from  amongst  the  Bani  israa'eel.  While  one  was  an  Aalim  who  performed 
only  the  compulsory  salaahs  and  then  sat  to  teach  the  people  good,  the  other 
fasted  throughout  the  day  and  performed  salaah  all  night.  The  Sahabah 
wanted  to  know  which  of  the  two  were  better.  Rasulullaah  ££g£'s  reply  was;  "The 
superiority  of  the  Aalim  who  performed  only  the  compulsory  salaahs  and  then  sat 
to  teach  the  people  good  over  the  one  who  fasted  throughout  the  day  and 
performed  salaah  all  night  is  like  my  superiority  over  the  lowest  amongst  you."(2) 

The  Encouragement  Rasulullaah  £Hi  gave  for 
Seeking  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Uqba  bin  Aamir  SSSi#  says  that  they  were  on  the  Suffa  platform  when 
Rasulullaah  @S§  came  out  of  his  room  and  said,  "Which  of  you  would  like  to 
every  day  to  go  to  the  marketplaces  of  Buthaan  or  Aqeeq  and  return  with  two 
excellent  camels  with  large  humps  without  committing  any  sin  or  severing  any 
family  ties?"  "O  Rasulullaah  £Sif!"  the  Sahabah  said,  "Each  one  of  us  would 

love  to  do  that."  Rasulullaah  OH  then  said,  "If  you  go  to  the  Masjid  and  teach 
or  learn  two  verses  of  the  Qur'aan,  it  will  be  better  for  you  than  the  two 
camels.  Similarly,  three  verses  are  better  than  three  camels,  four  verses  better 
than  four  camels  and  any  number  of  verses  better  than  an  equal  number  of  camels."'3' 

Rasulullaah  iHI's  Words  to  a  Working  Man  who 
Complained  of  his  Brother  who  was  Busy 
Acquiring  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Anas  reports  that  during  the  time  of  Rasulullaah        there  were 

two  brothers,  one  of  whom  worked  while  the  other  was  always  with  Rasulullaah 
sSSli  to  learn  from  him  W$--t  When  the  working  brother  complained  about  his 
brother  to  Rasulullaah  0ai  (that  he  did  not  work),  Rasulullaah  @i§  said  to  him, 
"It  is  perhaps  because  of  him  that  you  are  granted  sustenance."  '4) 

The  Encouragement  the  Sahabah 
Gave  towards  Seeking  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Ali  Encourages  Acquiring 

Knowledge  and  the  Narration  of  Hadhrat 
Kumayl  from  him 

Hadhrat  Abu  Tufayl  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Ali  used  to  say,  "Indeed  the 

(1)  Daarmi. 

(2)  Daarmi,  as  quoted  in  Mishkaatul  Masaabeeh  (Pg.26,28). 

(3)  Muslim,  as  quoted  in  Mishkaatul  Masaabeeh  (Pg.175).  Abu  Nu'aym  has  reported  a  similar 
narration  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.341). 

(4)  Tirmidhi,  as  quoted  in  Jam'ul  Fawaa'id  (Vol.!  Pg.20).  lbn  Abdul  Birr  has  reported  a  similar 
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people  closest  to  the  Ambiyaa  are  those  who  practise  most  on  what  they 
brought."  He  would  then  recite  the  verse: 

Verily  those  closest  to  tbraheem  are  the  ones  who  followed  him 
and  this  Nabi  and  those  who  have  Imaan. . .  {Surah  Aal  lmraan,  verse  68} 
He  would  then  explain,  "The  verse  (the  words  'this  Nabi  and  those  who  have 
Imaan  ')  refers  to  Muhammad  and  those  who  follow  him.  You  people 
should  therefore  never  change  because  those  close  to  Muhammad  &i§  are 
those  who  obey  Allaah.  On  the  other  hand,  the  enemies  of  Muhammad  i^si  are 
those  who  disobey  Allaah  even  though  they  may  be  close  relatives  of  Muhammad 

Hadhrat  Kumayl  bin  Ziyaad  narrates,  "Hadhrat  Ali  bin  Abi  Taalib  S.S<®s>  once 
caught  hold  of  my  hand  and  took  me  into  the  desert.  When  we  were  in  the 
desert,  he  sat  down,  sighed  and  said,  'O  Kumayl  bin  Ziyaad!  Hearts  are  like 
containers  and  the  best  of  hearts  are  those  that  take  heed  the  most.  Remember 
well  what  I  have  to  say  to  you.  People  fall  into  three  categories.  There  is  the 
Aalim  who  is  attached  to  Allaah,  the  learner  who  is  on  the  path  of  salvation  and  a 
mean  uncultured  type  of  person  who  follows  every  noise-maker,  who  sways  with 
the  wind,  who  has  gleaned  nothing  from  the  light  from  divine  knowledge  and 
who  has  not  even,  taken  support  from  a  strong  pillar.  Knowledge  is  better  than 
wealth  because  while  knowledge  guards  you,  you  have  to  guard  wealth  and  while 
knowledge  increases  with  spending  (by  practising  on  it  and  teaching  it),  wealth 
decreases  with  spending.  Love  for  knowledge  is  a  loan  that  will  be  repaid  (by 
Allaah).  Knowledge  earns  authority  for  the  Aalim  in  this  life  and  fond  memories 
after  his  death  while  the  achievements  of  wealth  disappear  once  the  wealth  is  no 
more.  Even  though  they  are  alive,  the  treasurers  of  wealth  are  really  dead  while 
the  Ulema  live  on  throughout  the  annals  of  time.  While  the  Ulema  (after  death) 
may  not  be  visible  to  the  eye,  their  honour  and  love  still  lives  on  in  the  hearts  (of 
people)." 

"Ah!"  Hadhrat  Ali  sighed.  Pointing  to  his  chest,  he  said,  "Verily  in  here  is 

such  knowledge  that  I  wish  I  could  find  a  bearer  for  it.  However,  all  I  can  find  are 
quick-witted  people  who  cannot  be  trusted.  They  use  the  instruments  of  Deen  for 
worldly  purposes  by  employing  Qur'aanic  arguments  against  the  Qur'aan  and  the 
bounties  of  Allaah  against  His  servants.  The  only  other  type  of  person  I  find  is 
one  who  follows  people  of  the  truth  but  has  no  insight  into  inspiring  it.  He 
therefore  falls  into  doubt  with  the  first  doubt  that  presents  itself,  because  of 
which  he  does  not  know  where  he  stands.  The  other  type  of  person  I  find  is  one 
immersed  in  carnal  pleasures,  who  is  a  devout  follower  of  passions.  The  other 
type  I  find  is  the  one  who  is  infatuated  with  wealth  and  amassing  wealth.  In  fact, 
the  last  two  types  are  not  even  callers  to  the  Deen(2)  and  the  most  fitting 

narration  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  Itm  (Vol.!  Pg.59),  as  has  Haakim  in  his  Mustadrak  (Vol.1  Pg.94), 

reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Dhahabi. 

(1)  lalkala'ee,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.1  Pg.96). 

(2)  While  the  first  two  are  callers  to  Deen,  their  other  iniquities  make  them  ineffective. 
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description  of  them  is  to  liken  them  to  grazing  animals.  So  knowledge  dies  with 
the  death  of  people  capable  of  bearing  it.  At  the  same  time,  the  earth  is  never 
empty  of  people  who  stand  up  for  Allaah  using  His  contentions  so  that  everything 
that  Allaah  has  proved  and  made  clear  to  people  should  never  be  lost  to 
mankind.  Such  people  are  however  exceptionally  few  in  number  but  most  valued 
by  Allaah.  it  is  by  them  that  Allaah  rebuts  criticism  against  His  arguments  until 
they  pass  on  and  cultivate  (their  knowledge  and  expertise  to)  others  like  them. 
Their  profound  knowledge  swiftly  guides  to  them  perceive  the  reality  of  all 
matters,  making  it.  easy  for  them  to  understand  intricacies  that  are  beyond  those 
who  live  in  affluence  and  luxury.  They  are  comfortable  with  matters  that  perplex 
and  frighten  ignorant  people.  While  their  bodies  are  in  contact  with  the  world, 
their  souls  are  attached  to  a  greater  scene  (the  Aakhirah).  Such  people  are 
Allaah's  deputies  in  the  lands  and  the  true  callers  to  his  Deen.  Ah!  Ah!  How  I  long 
to  meet  them!  I  seek  Allaah's  forgiveness  for  me  and  for  you.  You  may  now  leave 
if  you  please." 

The  Encouragement  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal 
gave  Towards  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  SJGSsg  said,  "Acquire  (divine)  knowledge  because 
learning  it  is  fear  of  Allaah,  going  out  in  search  of  it  is  Ibaadah,  rehearsing  it  is 
Tasbeeh,  discussing  it  is  Jihaad,  teaching  it  to  those  who  do  not  know  is 
Sadaqah  and  spending  it  on  those  worthy  of  receiving  it  promotes  nearness  to 
Allaah.  This  is  so  because  knowledge  highlights  what  is  Halaal  and  what  is 
Haraam,  it  is  a  beacon  for  people  on  the  road  to  Jannah,  it  is  a  companion  in 
loneliness,  a  friend  in  the  wilderness,  a  partner  to  talk  to  in  solitude  and  a  guide 
in  prosperity  and  in  adversity.  Knowledge  is  also  a  weapon  against  the  enemy 
and  makes  one  shine  out  when  amongst  friends.  Allaah  elevates  nations  by  virtue 
of  this  knowledge,  making  them  leaders  in  virtue  so  that  people  follow  in  their 
footsteps,  emulate  their  actions  and  always  adopt  their  opinions.  In  addition  to 
this,  the  angels  are  eager  to  be  with  them  and  rub  their  wings  against  them. 
Everything  on  land  and  water  seek  forgiveness  for  them,  even  the  fish  and  other 
creatures  in  the  oceans  and  the  wild  and  tame  animals  on  land.  This  is  all 
because  (divine)  knowledge  brings  life  to  hearts  (that  have  died  after  suffering) 
from  ignorance,  it  is  a  lantern  of  the  eyes  against  darkness  and  by  virtue  of  this 
knowledge,  a  person  reaches  the  ranks  of  the  chosen  ones  (of  Allaah)  and 
elevated  stages  in  this  world  as  well  as  in  the  Aakhirah.  Thinking  deeply  about 
such  knowledge  equals  fasting  while  learning  and  teaching  it  equals  standing  in 
salaah.  it  is  because  of  this  knowledge  that  family  ties  are  maintained  and  the 
lawful  is  distinguished  from  the  unlawful.  This  knowledge  is  the  leader  of  deeds 
and  all  deeds  follow  from  it.  It  is  only  the  fortunate  who  are  inspired  with  it, 
(1)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.79).  Ibn  Ambaari  has  reported  a  similar  narration  in  his 
Masaahif,  as  have  Murhabi  in  his  Ilm,  Nasr  in  his  Hujjah  and  Ibn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul 
Ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg.231).  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  has  ai^o  reported  part  of  the  narration  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil 
Ilm  (Vol.2  Pg.112)  where  he  states  that  the  narration  is  so  renowned  amongst  scholars  that  the 
chain  of  narrators  need  not  be  quoted. 
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while  those  deprived  of  it  are  most  unfortunate." 

The  Encouragement  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Mas'ood  gave  Towards  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Haaroon  bin  Rabaab  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
Wis&6  said,  "Start  your  mornings  as  either  an  Aalim  or  one  busy  acquiring  the 
knowledge  of  Deen  but  do  not  be  something  other  than  these  two  because 
anyone  other  than  these  is  an  ignorant  person.  Verily,  out  of  their  happiness  for 

what  he  is  doing,  the  angels  spread  out  their  wings  for  a  person  who  ventures 
out  in  the  morning  to  seek  knowledge." f2) 

Hadhrat  Zaid  reports  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  once  said, 

"Start  your  mornings  as  either  an  Aalim  or  one  busy  acquiring  the  knowledge  of 
Deen  but  do  not  be  one  who  knows  nothing  and  follows  blindly." 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  once  addressed  the  people  saying,  "O 

people!  Ensure  that  you  acquire  the  knowledge  of  Deen  before  it  is  taken  away 
from  this  world.  The  manner  by  which  it  will  be  taken  away  is  the  departure  of  its 
bearers.  Ensure  that  you  acquire  the  knowledge  of  Deen  because  none  of  you 
knows  just  when  you  will  need  it.  Ensure  that  you  acquire  the  knowledge  of 
Deen  but  beware  of  hair-splitting  and  excessiveness.  You  should  also  ensure 
that  you  follow  traditions  (that  which  the  Sahabah  8£8®@Ss>  did)  because  there 
will  soon  appear  people  who  will  recite  the  Qur'aan  but  then  cast  it  behind 
their  backs.  (4) 

Hadhrat  Abul  Ahwas  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  Sai^gs©  said, 
"No  person  is  born  an  Aalim.  Knowledge  is  gained  only  through  studies." (5) 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  tB$$&t>  also  said,  "Start  your  mornings  as  either 
an  Aalim  or  one  busy  acquiring  the  knowledge  of  Deen  but  do  not  be  something 
other  than  these  two.  If  you  are  unable  to  do  this,  then  at  least  have  love  for 
the  Ulema  and  never  despise  them." (6) 

The  Encouragement  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  Wffiffi 
gave  Towards  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Hasan  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  once  said,  "Either  be  an 

Aalim,  a  student  acquiring  the  knowledge  of  Deen,  one  who  loves  such  people  or 
one  who  follows  them.  However,  never  be  the  fifth  person  otherwise  you  will  be 
destroyed."  Hadhrat  Humayd  says  that  when  he  asked  Hadhrat  Hasan  who  the 
fifth  person  was,  he  replied,  "He  is  the  one  who  innovates  acts  of  Bid'ah." (7) 

(1)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.239).  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  has  also  reported  the  narration  in  his  Jaami 
Bayaanil  Urn  (Vol.1  Pg.55)  and  it  is  also  quoted  in  Targheeb  wat  Tarheeb  (Vol.1  Pg.58). 

(2)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  Ilm  (Vol.1  Pg.29). 

(3)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  has  also  reported  the  narration  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  Urn  (Vol.1  Pg.29). 

(4)  Tabraani.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.126)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators.  Abdur  Razzaaq  has 
reported  part  of  the  narration,  as  quoted  in  the  Jaami  if  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  (Vol.1  Pg.78). 

(5)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  has  also  reported  the  narration  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  11m  (Vol.1  Pg.100) 

(6)  Tabraani.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.122)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(7)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  Ilm  (Vol.1  Pg.28). 
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Hadhrat  Dahhaak  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  once  addressed  the 

people  saying,  "O  people  of  Damascus!  You  people  are  our  brothers  in  Deen,  our 
neighbours  in  nationality  and  our  allies  against  the  enemy.  However,  what 
prevents  you  from  being  friendly  with  me  when  it  is  others  (and  not  you)  who  are 
paying  my  expenses.  Why  is  it  that  I  see  your  learned  ones  leaving  while  the 
ignorant  ones  fail  to  learn?  Why  do  I  see  you  people  hankering  after  that 
(sustenance)  which  is  being  taken  care  of  on  your  behalf  while  you  neglect  that 
which  you  have  been  commanded  to  do?  Remember  that  there  were  people  who 
constructed  sturdy  buildings,  who  amassed  an  abundance  of  wealth  and  who 
entertained  distant  hopes.  However,  their  buildings  became  their  graves,  their 
hopes  proved  to  be  deceptive  and  all  they  amassed  was  destroyed.  Remember 
that  you  must  learn  and  teach  others  because  the  reward  of  the  student  and 
the  teacher  is  alike  and  had  it  not  been  for  these  two,  there  would  be  no  good 
in  the  rest  of  people." (1) 

Hadhrat  Hassaan  reports  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  S3)j$@S>  addressed  the  people 
of  Damascus  saying,  "Are  you  people  content  to  just  filling  yourselves  with  bread 
made  of  wheat  flour  year  in  and  year  out  without  speaking  of  Allaah  in  your 
gatherings?  Why  is  it  that  your  ulema  are  leaving  and  your  ignorant  ones  are  not 
learning?  If  your  Ulema  had  the  desire,  their  numbers  could  increase  and  if  your 
ignorant  ones  look  for  knowledge,  they  will  certainly  find  it.  Do  what  will  benefit 
you  rather  than  that  which  will  harm  you.  I  swear  by  the  Being  Who  controls  my 
life  that  every  nation  that  was  destroyed,  was  destroyed  only  because  they 
followed  the  dictates  of  their  passions  and  regarded  themselves  as  spiritually 
pure.«<2> 

Hadhrat  Qurra  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  SSShS®  once  said,  "Acquire 
knowledge  before  it  is  taken  away  because  its  disappearance  will  be  effected  by 
the  demise  of  the  Ulema.  There  are  only  two  categories  of  men;  the  Aalim  and  the 
student.  There  is  no  good  in  those  who  do  not  fall  into  these  categories." <3) 
Hadhrat  Abdur  Rahmaan  bin  Mas'ood  Faraazi  reports  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa 
once  said,  "Whenever  anyone  proceeds  to  the  Masjid  to  learn  or  to 
teach  anything  virtuous,  he  receives  the  reward  of  a  Mujaahid  who  returns 
with  booty."  (4) 

Hadhrat  Ibn  Abu  Hudhayl  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  SUSSs^  said,  "A 
person  is  lacking  in  intelligence  and  good  judgement  if  he  thinks  that  spending 
mornings  and  evenings  in  (learning  and  imparting)  knowledge  is  not  Jihaad." (5) 
Hadhrat  Rajaa  bin  Hayaat  reports  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  SPitSi  said, 
"Knowledge  is  derived  from  studies." (6) 


(1)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hitya  (Vol.1  Pg.213). 

(2)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hitya  (Vol.1  Pg.222). 

(3)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hitya  (Vol.1  Pg.222). 

(4)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaani!  11m  (Vol.1  Pg.32). 

(5)  ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  11m  (Vol.1  Pg.31). 

(6)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  Ilm  (Vol.1  Pg.100). 
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The  Encouragement  Hadhrat  Abu  Dharr  W&Wt> 
and  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  gave 
Towards  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Abu  Dharr  and  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  both  said, 

"Learning  even  a  single  chapter  of  knowledge  is  more  beloved  to  me  than  a 
thousand  Rakaahs  of  Nafl  salaah,"  They  also  narrate  that  Rasulullaah  said, 
"If  death  comes  to  someone  studying  the  knowledge  of  Deen  when  he  is  still 
studying,  he  dies  as  a  martyr." (1) 

Another  narration  states  that  they  stated,  "Learning  even  a  single  chapter  of 
knowledge  is  more  beloved  to  me  than  a  thousand  Rakaahs  of  Nafl  salaah, 
regardless  of  whether  the  knowledge  is  practised  upon  or  not." (2) 

The  Encouragement  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Abb  a  as  W£M*>  gave  Towards  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Ali  Azdi  reports  that  when  he  once  asked  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
%5X%&®  about  Jihaad,  the  Sahabi  S3S®g  replied  by  saying,  "Should  I  not  tell  you 
about  something  that  is  better  than  Jihaad?  It  is  that  you  go  to  the  Masjid  and 
teach  the  Qur'aan,  Fiqh  or  the  Sunnah." (3) 

Hadhrat  Ali  Azdi  reports  that  he  once  asked  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
Hf8@®%  about  Jihaad.  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  *g83S@«  replied  by  saying, 
"Should  I  not  tell  you  about  something  that  is  better  than  Jihaad?  It  is  that  you 
build  a  Masjid  and  then  teach  the  Qur'aan,  the  Sunnah  of  Rasulullaah  ®i? 
and  Deeni  Fiqh." (4) 

Another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  tsJSSS©  said, 
"Everything  seeks  forgiveness  for  the  one  who  teaches  people  what  is  good,  even 
the  fish  in  the  oceans." (5) 

The  Encouragement  Hadhrat  Safwaan  bin  Assaal 
'^M^>  gave  Towards  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Zirr  bin  Hubaysh  reports  that  when  he  went  to  Hadhrat  Safwaan  bin 
Assaal  Wt%&&  one  morning,  Hadhrat  Safwaan  SS©s®S>  asked,  "What  brings  you 
here  this  morning,  O  Zirr?"  "1  have  come  in  search  of  knowledge,"  Hadhrat  Zirr 
replied.  Hadhrat  Safwaan  remarked,  "Begin  your  mornings  as  either  an 

Aalim  or  a  student  of  Deen,  but  never  as  anyone  else." (6) 
Another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Safwaan  bin  Assaal  SIS®?)  said,  "Whoever 
leaves  home  in  search  of  knowledge  should  know  that  the  angels  spread  out 
their  wings  for  the  student  and  the  Aalim  of  Deen." (7) 

(1)  Bazzaar  and  Tabraani,  as  quoted  in  Targheeb  wat  Tarheeb  {Vol.1  Pg.61). 

(2)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  Mm  (Vol.1  Pg.25). 

(3)  lbn  Zanjway,  as  quoted  \x\  Kamul  Ummaal (Vol.5  Pg.230). 

(4)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  jaami  Bayaanil  ilm  (Vol.1  Pg.62). 

(5)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  Ilm  (Vol.1  Pg.124). 

(6)  Tabraani  in  his  Awsat.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.122)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(7)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer,  Haythami  (Vol.i  Pg.123)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 
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The  Fervour  that  the  Sahabah  %&&®&J 
had  for  Knowledge 

The  Statement  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  W@S$  Made  on 
his  deathbed  about  his  Fervour  for  Knowledge 

When  he  was  on  his  deathbed,  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  jabal  asked  the 

people  to  see  whether  dawn  had  broken.  When  they  reported  that  it  had  not  yet 
come,  he  again  sent  them  to  see.  After  this  happened  several  times,  they 
eventualh/reported  to  him  that  dawn  had  broken.  To  this,  he  said,  "I  seek 
Allaah's  protection  from  the  night  followed  by  a  morning  that  takes  one  to 
Jahannam.  I  welcome  death  with  open  arms,  it  is  that  long  absent  visitor  and  a 
friend  in  need.  O  Allaah!  While  1  had  always  been  afraid  of  You,  today  I  long  to 
meet  You.  O  Allaah!  You  know  well  that  I  never  loved  this  world  or  to  live  long 
here  to  dig  canals  or  to  plant  trees.  I  loved  it  only  for  the  thirst  in  the  extreme 
afternoon  heat  (when  fasting),  for  enduring  times  of  hardship  and  to  sit  on  my 
knees  when  associating  with  the  Ulema  in  gatherings  of  knowledge."  ^ 

The  Fervour  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa 

had  for  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  SMS*©  once  said,  "Had  it  not  been  for  three  things,  I  would 
have  loved  to  be  no  longer  in  this  world,  when  asked  what  the  three  things  were, 
Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  S^g>  said,  "  (The  first  is)Placing  my  head  on  the  ground 
before  my  Creator  in  Sajdah  during  the  hours  of  day  and  night  so  that  it  is  sent 
ahead  (as  rewards)  for  my  (true)  life  (in  the  Aakhirah).  (The  second  is)  Enduring 
thirst  during  hot  afternoons  (while  fasting)  and  (the  third  is)  sitting  with 
people  who  choose  their  speech  as  carefully  as  you  choose  your  fruit."  The 
narration  continues  further. 

The  Fervour  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
SiP@g»  had  for  Acquiring  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  S3S»  says,  "When  Rasulullaah  passed 
away,  I  said  to  an  Ansaari  friend  of  mine,  'The  Sahabah  are  plenty  in 

number.  Come.  Let  us  learn  from  them.'  'I  am  astonished  at  you,  O  Ibn  Abbaas!' 
he  said,  'Do  you  think  that  people  will  need  you  (to  learn  from)  when  so  many  of 
Rasulullaah  {§§si's  senior  Sahabah  8SK<§fi5  are  amongst  them?'  I  left  that  as  it 
were  and  proceeded  to  learn  from  the  companions  of  Rasulullaah  &$£|.  when  1 
heard  that  a  Hadith  was  narrated  by  someone,  I  would  go  to  his  door  and  if  he 
was  having  his  siesta,  I  would  roll  up  my  shawl  there  and  use  it  as  a  pillow.  (As  a 
I  waited  there)  The  wind  would  blow  sand  on  me  and  when  the  man  came  out, 
he  Would  ask,  'What  brings  you  here,  O  cousin  of  Rasulullaah  why  did  you 
not  send  for  me  and  I  would  have  come  to  you?'  I  would  then  say  to  him,  'No.  It 
(1)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.239).  ibn  Abdul  Birr  has  also  reported  the  narration  in  his  Jaami 
Bayaanil  Ilm  (vol.1  Pg.51). 
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is  I  who  should  be  coming  to  you.'  I  would  then  ask  him  about  the  Hadith.  My 
Ansaari  friend  happened  to  live  to  the  time  when  he  saw  people  gathering  around 
me  to  learn  and  would  say,  'He  has  been  a  much  smarter  youngster  than 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  W%&?>  says,  "When  the  various  cities  were  being 
conquered  (by  the  Muslims)  and  people  started  focussing  their  attention  towards 
the  things  of  this  world,  I  started  focussing  my  attention  on  Hadhrat  Umar 
SSSffiSSJ."  It  is  because  of  this  that  most  of  the  Ahadeeth  narrated  by  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  5s3W  are  from  Hadhrat  Umar  mm>.{2) 

Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  S!3@&''s  Fervour  for  knowledge 

Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  SSgagi  narrates,  "Rasulullaah  once  said  to  me.  'Are 
you  not  going  to  ask  me  for  a  share  of  the  booty  as  your  companions  are  asking 
me?'  I  replied,  'All  I  ask  of  you  is  to  teach  me  that  which  Allaah  has  taught  you.'  I 
then  spread  out  the  striped  shawl  I  was  wearing  between  us.  In  fact,  I  can  even 
picture  seeing  the  lice  crawling  on  it.  Rasulullaah  (SSIf  then  narrated  Ahadeeth  to 
me  and  when  I  had  heard  everything,  he  told  me  to  pick  up  the  shawl  and  wear  it 
(which  I  did).  Thereafter,  I  have  never  forgotten  even  a  single  letter  of  what 
Rasulullaah       had  narrated  to  me." (3) 

Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  once  said,  "People  say  that  Abu  Hurayrah  narrates 

plenty  of  Ahadeeth!  It  is  with  Allaah  that  we  have  an  appointment  (and  He  will 
judge).  People  ask  why  the  Muhaajireen  and  Ansaar  do  not  narrate  as  many 
Ahadeeth  as  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  S!^@g>!  While  trade  in  the  marketplaces 
occupied  my  Muhaajireen  brothers  and  commitments  to  their  properties 
occupied  my  Ansaar  brothers,  I  was  a  poor  man  who  stuck  close  to  Rasulullaah 
&®£  so  that  my  belly  could  be  filled.  I  would  therefore  be  present  (with 
Rasulullaah  8sj§8§)  when  they  were  not.  I  also  remembered  much  when  they  had 
forgotten.  Rasulullaah  one  day  said,  'If  any  of  you  spreads  out  a  cloth 
until  I  finish  speaking  and  then  holds  it  close  to  his  chest,  he  will  never  forget 
anything  that  I  say.'  I  therefore  spread  out  my  striped  shawl  because  I  had 
nothing  else  (to  spread  out).  After  Rasulullaah  tlHf  had  finished  speaking,  I  put 
it  to  my  chest.  I  swear  by  the  Being  Who  sent  Rasulullaah  (S^  with  the  truth  that 
from  that  day  to  this,  I  have  never  forgotten  anything  Rasulullaah  @ai  said.  By 
Allaah!  Had  it  not  been  for  two  verses  of  the  Qur'aan,  I  would  never  have  narrated 
anything  to  you  people.  (The  verses  are): 

y£Jl  J>  (j-UU  ij  £  jj£  ^  j£\  ^  Q£\  6  o£ki  ^JJl  oj) 

(1)  Haakim  in  his  Mustadrak  (Vol.1  Pg.106),  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Dhahabi. 
Daarmi  and  Haarith  in  his  Masaaneed  have  reported  a  similar  narration,  as  quoted  in  Isaabah 
(Vol.2  Pg.33l).  Tabraani  has  also  reported  the  narration  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by 
Haythami  (Vol.9  Pg.277).  A  similar  narration  has  also  been  reported  by  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami 
(Vol.1  Pg.85)  and  by  lbn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.182). 

(2)  Bazzaar,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.161). 

(3)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.381). 
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Certainly  those  who  hide  (from  people)  the  clear  things  and  guidance 
which  We  have  revealed  after  We  had  explained  it  to  them  in  the  Book 
for  the  people;  such  people  (those  who  hide  these  things)  are  cursed  by 
Allaah  and  by  all  those  who  (are  commanded  to)  curse  (such  as  the 
angels,  humans,  Jinn,  animals).  (This  applies  to  ail  such  people)  Except 
those  who  repent,  correct  (the  wrong  they  did)  and  clarify  (what  they 
hid).  These  are  the  ones  whom  I  will  forgive,  for  verily  I  am  The 
Greatest  Acceptor  of  repentance,  The  Most  Merciful.  {Surah  Baqarah, 
verses  159,160}(1) 

Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  once  said,  "People  complain  that  Abu  Hurayrah 

narrates  too  many  Ahadeeth,  I  was  a  person  who  stuck  with  Rasulullaah  @§|  to 
have  my  belly  filled  because  it  was  a  time  when  1  was  unable  to  eat  leavened 
bread,  wear  silk  or  have  slaves  in  attendance.  Because  of  extreme  hunger,  l 
would  press  my  stomach  against  stones  (so  that  the  coolness  of  the  stones 
would  alleviate  the  burn  of  the  hunger).!  would  ask  a  person  to  recite  a  verse  of 
the  Qur'aan  for  me  although  l  knew  it  only  so  that  (as  we  engaged  in  discussion) 
he  may  (offer  to)  take  me  home  for  meals.  The  person  who  treated  the  poor  best 
was  ja'far  bin  Abi  Taalib  SMS®.  He  would  take  us  home  and  feed  us  everything 
he  had  in  his  house,  in  fact,  he  would  even  take  out  for  us  a  (honey  or  butter) 
container  that  was  empty,  wipe  out  whatever  remained  (stuck  to  the  sides  and 
bottom)  and  then  give  this  to  us  to  suck." 

The  True  Meaning  of  Knowledge  and 
what  the  Word  Knowledge  Refers  to  when 
Used  in  a  General  Context 

Narrations  from  Rasulullaah  deli  Concerning  the 
True  Meaning  of  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  W&$£t>  narrates  that  Rasulullaah  said,  "The 
example  of  the  guidance  and  knowledge  that  Allaah  has  sent  me  with  is  like  a 
drenching  rain  that  falls  on  a  particular  piece  of  ground.  While  a  part  of  the 
ground  is  fertile  and  absorbs  the  water  to  grow  grass  and  an  abundance  of 
vegetation,  another  portion  of  the  ground  is  hard  and  holds  the  water.  However, 
Allaah  still  allows  it  to  benefit  people  because  they  drink  from  it,  give  their 
animals  to  drink  from  it  and  also  irrigate  their  fields  with  it.  The  rain  also  falls  on 
another  portion  of  the  ground  that  consists  of  a  rocky  terrain  which  neither 
holds  the  water  nor  grows  any  grass.  Such  is  the  example  of  a  person  who  has  a 
deep  understanding  of  the  Deen  of  Allaah.  That  which  Allaah  has  sent  me  with 
benefits  him,  because  of  which  he  becomes  knowledgeable  and  teaches  others  as 
well,  it  is  also  the  example  of  the  person  who  pays  no  heed  to  it  and  refuses  to 
accept  it." (3)  

(1)  Bukhaari  (Vol.1  Pg.3 16). 

(2)  Bukhaari,  as  quoted  in  Targheeb  wat  Tarheeb  (Vol.5  Pg.l?5). 

(3)  Bukhaari  and  Muslim,  as  quoted  in  Mishkaatul  Masaabeeh  (Pg.20). 
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Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  narrates  that  Rasulullaah  said, 

"Every  Nabi  that  Allaah  has  sent  before  had  close  friends  and  companions 
who  adopted  his  ways  and  obeyed  his  instructions.  However,  there  came  after 
them  generations  who  did  not  practise  what  they  preached  and  who  did  what 
they  were  not  instructed  to  do.  whoever  resists  them  physically  is  a  Mu'min, 
whoever  resists  them  verbally  is  also  a  Mu'min  and  whoever  resists  them  by  heart 
(by  disapproving  of  what  they  do)  is  also  a  Mu'min.  After  these  (three  categories 
of  people)  there  remains  none  with  even  a  mustard  seed  of  Imaan." (1) 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Amr  reports  that  Rasulullaah  said, 

"Knowledge  is  of  three  types;  explicit  verses  of  the  Qur'aan,  concrete  Ahadeeth 
(with  authenticity  that  is  beyond  doubt)  and  injunctions  of  the  same  standing 
(Ijmad-2)  and  Qiyaad3)  that  is  beyond  doubt).  Everything  apart  from  this  is  extra 
(it  is  not  compulsory  to  learn)." (4) 

Hadhrat  Amr  bin  Auf  tKs©&  reports  that  Rasulullaah        said,  "I  have  left  with 
you  two  factors  that  you  will  never  go  astray  as  long  as  you  hold  fast  to  them. 
They  are  the  Book  of  Allaah  and  the  Sunnah  of  your  Nabi  &^:{5} 
Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  reports  that  Rasulullaah        once  entered  the 

Masjid  where  he  found  the  people  gathered  around  a  man.  "What  is  happening?" 
Rasulullaah  &m  asked.  "O  Rasulullaah  the  Sahabah  mm&  replied,  "He 

is  an  Allaamah."  "What  is  an  Allaamah?"  Rasulullaah  enquired.  The  Sahabah 
iSSJSS®®  said,  "Someone  who  knows  Arabic  better  than  anyone  else  and  also  has 
the  most  knowledge  of  poetry  and  the  differences  between  the  Arabs." 
Rasulullaah  gjj8§f  remarked,  "That  is  knowledge  that  does  not  benefit  a  person 
and  no  harm  will  be  done  to  remain  ignorant  of  it." (6) 

The  Statements  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar 

5Sj$@*g>  and  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  W$8&j> 
Concerning  the  real  meaning  of  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  SPilg  once  said,  "Knowledge  is  in  three  things; 
the  talking  book  (the  Qur'aan),  the  perpetual  Sunnah  and  to  say  'I  do  not 
know*  (when  one  does  not  know  something)." (7) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  W@M>  said,  "Knowledge  is  really  in  the  Book  of 
Allaah  and  the  Sunnah  of  Rasulullaah  Based  on  personal  opinion,  if  anyone 
says  anything  other  than  this,  I  cannot  say  whether  he  will  find  it  included 
amongst  his  good  deeds  or  amongst  his  sins." (8) 

Hadhrat  Mujaahid  says,  "Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  JiJISSs  was  once 

(1)  Muslim,  as  quoted  in  Mishkaatul  Masaabeeh  (Pg.2i). 

(2)  Consensus  of  authorities  in  Islaamic  jurisprudence. 

(3)  The  sound  Sharee  analytical  deduction  of  accepted  Muslim  jurists. 

(4)  Abu  Dawood  and  ibn  Maajah,  as  quoted  in  Mishkaatul  Masaabeeh  (Pg.27).  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  has 
reported  a  similar  narration  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.23). 

(5)  ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  Urn  (Vol.2  Pg.23). 

(6)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaam  Bayaanil  llm  i  (Vol.2  Pg.23) 

(7)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaam  Bayaanil  llm  i  (Vol.2  Pg.24). 

(8)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  llm  (Vol.2  Pg.26). 
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performing  salaah  while  Ataa,  Tawoos  and  Ikramah  and  I,  all  his  students,  were 
sitting  together.  A  man  arrived  and  asked,  'Is  there  a  Mufti  amongst  you?'  'Ask 
your  question,'  I  said.  He  said,  'Every  time  I  urinate,  a  spurting  liquid  follows  the 
urine  out.'  'Is  it  the  type  of  liquid  from  which  a  child  is  born?'  we  asked.  When  he 
replied  in  the  affirmative,  we  ruled  that  he  should  take  a  bath  (each  time  it 
happened).  The  man  then  turned  away  saying,  'Innaa  Lillaahi  wa  Innaa  Ilayhi 
Raaji'oon'.  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  5S3!3s@si  hastened  with  his  salaah  and  as 
soon  as  he  made  the  Salaam,  he  said,  'Ikramah!  Go  bring  that  man  back.1  when 
Ikramah  brought  him  back,  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  JiSasSsfs  turned  to  us 
saying,  'Tell  me  whether  the  verdict  you  gave  this  man  was  sourced  from  the 
Book  of  Allaah?'  'No,'  we  admitted.  'Then  was  it  sourced  from  the  Sunnah  of 
Rasulullaah  he  asked  further.  When  we  again  conceded  that  it  was  not,  he 
asked,  'Then  was  it  from  the  Sahabah  of  Rasulullaah  ^s#?'  Again  we  said 

no.  'Then  from  who  did  you  learn  it?'  he  asked.  'We  derived  it  from  our  own 
judgement,'  we  replied.  To  this,  he  remarked,  'It  is  for  this  reason  that; 
Rasulullaah  WtMs  said,  A  single  jurist  is  more  difficult  for  Shaytaan  to  contend 
with  than  a  thousand  (ignorant)  worshippers.'  He  then  turned  to  the  man  and 
asked,  'Tell  me.  Do  you  feel  any  lust  in  your  heart  when  this  happens  to  you?'  'No, 
I  do  not,'  the  man  replied.  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  W&&?>  asked  further, 
'Then  do  you  feel  any  weakness- in  your  body  (after  it  emerges)?'  When  the  man 
again  replied  negatively,  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  S31£®*S  said,  'This 
happens  because  of  coldness  (in  the  body),  so  wudhu  would  suffice  for  you  (there 
is  no  need  to  bath).'"'1' 

Reprimanding  those  who  Occupy  Themselves 
with  Learning  Things  that  are  Contrary  to 

that  Which  Rasulullaah  WS  Taught 
Rasulullaah        Reprimands  People  who  did  this 

Hadhrat  Amr  bin  Yahya  bin  Ja'dah  JS8S5ji@5gi  narrates  that  when  someone  brought 
to  Rasulullaah  a  scripture  written  on  the  shoulder  blade  of  an  animal, 
Rasulullaah  (i^i  remarked,  "It  is  enough  for  a  person  to  have  himself  classified 
as  a  fool  or  a  person  gone  astray  just  to  turn  his  attention  away  from  what  his 
Nabi  $H&p  has  brought  and  to  focus  it  on  what  another  Nabi  <$UiSe  had  brought, 
or  to  turn  his  attention  to  a  scripture  other  than  his  own."  it  was  then  that  Allaah 
revealed  the  verse: 

Is  it  not  sufficient  for  them  that  we  have  revealed  a  Book  (the  Qur'aan) 
to  you  (O  Rasulullaah  ^§§J,  which  is  recited  to  them?  {Surah  Ankaboot, 
verse  51  }(2) 


(1)  Ibn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.5  Pg.l  18). 

(2)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  Ilm  (Vol.2  Pg.40). 
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Hadhrat  Omar  Rebukes  a  man  who  Wrote 

the  Scripture  of  Hadhrat  Daaniyaal         and  His 
Incident  with  Rasulullaah 

Hadhrat  Khaalid  bin  Urfuta  narrates  that  he  was  with  Hadhrat  Umar  §3&@§i  when 
a  man  from  the  Abdul  Qais  tribe  was  brought.  The  man  lived  in  a  place  called 
Soos  (where  Hadhrat  Daaniyaal  is  believed  to  be  buried).  When  Hadhrat 
Umar  S3©®g  asked  him  whether  he  was  a  particular  person  from  the  Abd  tribe, 
the  man  replied  that  he  was.  Hadhrat  Umar  then  struck  him  with  a  staff 

that  he  had  with  him.  "O  Ameerul  Mu'mineen!"  the  man  cried,  "What  have  1 
done?"  Hadhrat  Umar  §3J5(@S  told  him  to  sit  down  and  when  he  did,  Hadhrat 
Umar  SIP®®  recited  the  following: 

In  the  name  of  Allaah,  the  Most  Compassionate,  the  Most  Merciful.  Alif 
Laam  Raa.  These  are  the  verses  of  the  clear  Book  (the  Qur'aan). 
Undoubtedly  We  have  revealed  it  (the  Qur'aan)  as  an  Arabic  Qur'aan  so 
that  you  may  understand.  We  narrate  to  you  a  most  beautiful  story  in 
this  Qur'aan  that  We  reveal  to  you.  Before  this  you  were  of  the  unwary. 
{Surah  Yusuf,  verses  1  -3} 
Hadhrat  Umar  S5Ss8>&  recited  the  verses  thrice  and  hit  the  man  thrice.  Again  the 
man  asked,  "What  have  I  done,  O  Ameerul  Mu'mineen?"  Hadhrat  Umar 
said,  "You  are  the  person  who  wrote  the  scriptures  of  Daaniyaal  "I  am 

prepared  to  do  whatever  you  instruct  me,"  the  man  said.  Hadhrat  Umar  5182®© 
then  said  to  him,  "Go  and  erase  it  with  (pouring)  hot  water  (over  it)  and  (the 
wiping  with)  white  wool.  I  neither  want  you  to  read  it  or  to  give  it  to  anyone  else 
to  read.  If  the  news  reaches  me  that  you  had  read  it  or  had  given  it  to  someone 
else  to  read,  I  shall  punish  you  very  severely." 

Hadhrat  Umar  then  told  the  man  to  sit  down,  and  when  he  sat  in  front  of 

Hadhrat  Umar  the  Ameerul  Mu'mineen  narrated,  "I  once  copied  a 

scripture  from  the  Ahlul  Kitaab  on  a  piece  of  leather.  When  Rasulullaah 
asked  me  what  it  was  I  had  in  my  hand,  I  said,  '0  Rasulullaah  SHUT  It  is  a 
scripture  that  1  copied  to  supplement  the  knowledge  we  have.'  Rasulullaah 
then  became  so  angry  that  his  cheeks  flamed  red.  (By  the  instruction  of 
Rasulullaah  (^P)  The  announcement  'As  Salaatu  Jaami'ah'  was  made  (to  gather 
the  people),  to  which  the  Ansaar  said,  'Take  your  weapons!  Take  your  weapons! 
Your  Nabi  @S§  has  been  angered.'  The  people  then  amassed  around  Rasulullaah 
Spin's  pulpit.  Rasulullaah  iBS?  said,  '0  people!  I  have  been  granted  speech  that 
is  comprehensive,  conclusive,  yet  very  concise.  I  have  also  brought  to  you  a 
creed  that  it  exceptionally  pure.  Therefore,  you  need  never  be  confused  and 
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never  allow  yourselves  to  be  deceived  by  the  confused  ones  (the  Ahlul 
Kitaab).*" 

Hadhrat  Umar  continues,  "I  then  stood  up  and  said,  !I  am  satisfied  with 

Allaah  as  my  Rabb,  with  Islaam  as  my  religion  and  with  you  as  my  Nabi.' 
Rasulullaah        then  descended  from  the  pulpit." (1) 

Hadhrat  Jaabir  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Umar  bin  Khattaab  once 

brought  to  Rasulullaah  ®i§  a  scripture  that  he  got  from  some  people  of  the 
Ahlul  Kitaab.  "O  Rasulullaah  he  said,  "I  just  got  an  excellent  scripture  from 
some  people  of  the  Ahlul  Kitaab."  Rasulullaah  @if  became  angry  and  said,  "Are 
you  people  in  doubt,  O  son  of  Khattaab?  l  swear  by  the  Being  Who  controls  my 
life!  What  l  have  brought  to  you  is  clear  and  pure.  You  therefore  have  no  need  to 
ask  them.  (The  danger  is  that)  They  might  tell  you  some  truth  that  you  may  reject 
or  tell  you  some  false  that  you  may  believe.  I  swear  by  the  Being  Who  controls 
my  life  that  even  if  Moosa  $SliSc  was  alive,  he  would  have  no  option  but  to  follow 
me."*2) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Thaabit  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Umar  bin  Khattaab 

©JS&g>  once  came  to  Rasulullaah  ®3S  and  said,  "I  was  passing  by  a  friend  from 
the  (Jewish)  Banu  Qurayzah  tribe,  so  he  wrote  down  for  me  some  quotations 
from  the  To  rah.  Should  l  read  them  to  you."  When  Rasulullaah  face  started 
reddening  (with  anger),  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Thaabit  said  to  Hadhrat 

Umar  *sJ3®e>,  "Can  you  not  see  Rasulullaah  fi^SS's  face?"  Hadhrat  Umar  &&&& 
immediately  exclaimed,  "I  am  satisfied  with  Allaah  as  my  Rabb,  with  Islaam  as  my 
religion  and  with  Muhammad  iHI  as  my  Nabi."  Rasulullaah  @jl§'s  anger  then 
subsided  and  he  said,  "I  swear  by  the  Being  Who  controls  the  life  of  Muhammad! 
If  Moosa  had  to  be  amongst  you  and  you  leave  me  to  follow  him,  you 
would  certainly  go  astray.  You  are  meant  to  be  my  ummah  and  I  am  meant  to  be 
your  Nabi."'3' 

Hadhrat  Umar  Rebukes  a  man  who  told 

him  That  he  Found  a  Scripture  with 
wonderful  Content 

Hadhrat  Maymoon  bin  Mahraan  narrates  that  a  man  came  to  Hadhrat  Umar 
y©3Sfe  saying,  "O  Ameerul  Mu'mineen!  When  we  conquered  Madaa'in,  I  found  a 
scripture  with  wonderful  content."  "Is  the  content  consistent  with  the  Book  of 
Allaah?"  Hadhrat  Umar  asked.  When  the  man  said  that  it  was  not, 

Hadhrat  Umar  5§IS@f>  sent  for  his  whip,  lashed  the  man  and  recited  the  verse: 

0       J^i±j  iL>  rj  '4     &  0      JifJi     dub  ^  5^ 

(1)  Abu  Ya'la.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.182)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators,  ibnul  Mundhir,  lbn 
Abi  Haatim,  Uqayli,  Nasr  Maqdasi,  Sa'eed  bin  Mansoor  and  Abdur  Razzaaq  have  reported  a  similar 
narration,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  UmmaaWoX.l  Pg.94), 

(2)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.42).  Ahmad,  Abu  Ya'la  and  Bazzaar  have  reported  a  similar 
narration  but  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.174)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(3)  Ahmad  and  Tabraani.  Haythami  (Vol.  1  Pg.  1 74)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 
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In  the  name  of  Allaah,  the  Most  Compassionate,  the  Most  Merciful,  Alif 
Laam  Raa.  These  are  the  verses  of  the  clear  Book  (the  Qur'aan). 
Undoubtedly  We  have  revealed  it  (the  Qur'aan)  as  an  Arabic  Qur'aan  so 
that  you  may  understand.  We  narrate  to  you  a  most  beautiful  story  in 
this  Qur'aan  that  We  reveal  to  you.  Before  this  you  were  of  the  unwary. 
{Surah  Yusuf,  verses  1-3} 
He  then  said,  "Those  before  you  (the  Jews  and  Christians)  were  destroyed  only 
because  they  forsook  the  Torah  and  Injeel  and  turned  to  the  books  of  their 
scholars  and  priests.  These  two  scriptures  then  eventually  disappeared  along 
with  the  knowledge  they  contained."  (1) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  Wfflm  and 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  Condemn 
Questioning  The  Ahlul  Kitaab 

Hadhrat  Hurayth  bin  Zuhayr  reports  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  SPfiSs 
said,  "Never  question  the  Ahlul  Kitaab  about  anything  because  since  they  are 
misguided,  they  cannot  guide  you.  (The  danger  is  that)  They  might  tell  you  some 
truth  that  you  may  reject  or  tell  you  some  false  that  you  may  believe." 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  SPS®  also  said,  "If  you  have  to  ask  them  (the 
Ahlul  Kitaab),  then  consider  what  they  say.  If  it  coincides  with  the  teachings  of 
Allaah's  Book,  you  may  accept  it,  but  you  must  reject  it  if  it  does  not." (3) 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  5USS®se  once  said,  "How  can  you  people  ask  the 
Ahlul  Kitaab  about  anything  when  you  have  with  you  the  Book  that  Allaah  has 
revealed  to  His  Nabi  iSH,  which  happens  to  be  the  latest  scripture  from  your 
Rabb?  It  is  new  and  has  not  been  interpolated.  Has  Allaah  not  informed  you  in 
His  Book  that  they  (the  Ahlul  Kitaab)  had  altered  Allaah's  scriptures  (the  Torah 
and  Injeel)  with  their  own  hands  and  said  that  it  was  from  Allaah?  This  was  done 
only  to  earn  some  meagre  worldly  profits.  Does  the  knowledge  that  has  come  to 
you  not  prevent  you  from  asking  them?  By  Allaah!  I  have  never  seen  any  of  them 
asking  you  about  what  Allaah  has  revealed!" (4) 

Another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  said,  "You 

ask  the  Ahlul  Kitaab  about  their  scriptures  when  you  have  Allaah's  Book  which  is 
the  latest  of  Allaah's  scriptures?  It  is  new,  has  not  been  interpolated  and  you  are 
even  able  to  read  it."  ® 

(1)  Nasr  Maqdasi,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.1  Pg.95). 

P)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.40).  Abdur  Razzaaq  has  reported  a  similar  narration, 

(3)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.42).  Tabraani  has  reported  a  similar  narration  from  reliable 
sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.192). 

(4)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.42). 

(5)  ibn  Abi  Shaybah,  as  quoted  in  the  Jaami  of  Ibn  Abdul  Birr. 
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Being  affected  by  the  Knowledge  of  Allaah 
and  His  Rasool  Si® 

Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  and  Hadhrat 

Mu'aawiya  Wffi&£  are  Affected  by  a  Hadith  of 
Rasulullaah  &^ 

Hadhrat  Shufay  Asbahi  narrates,  "Upon  entering  Madinah  one  day,  I  saw  many 
people  gathered  around  a  particular  man.  When  I  asked  who  the  man  was,  I  was 
informed  that  he  was  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  SiS^'.  I  then  went  close  and  sat 
down  in  front  of  him  as  he  narrated  Ahadeeth.  After  he  had  completed  and  was 
alone,  I  asked,  'I  ask  you  in  the  name  of  the  rights  (I  have  upon  you  in  that  I  am  a 
Muslim,  a  traveller  and  a  student)  to  narrate  to  me  a  Hadith  that  you  heard  from 
Rasulullaah  ®H  and  that  you  understood  well.'  He  said,  'By  all  means.  I  shall 
narrate  to  you  a  Hadith  that  Rasulullaah  gill  narrated  to  me  and  which  I 
understand  well.1  He  then  sighed  so  deeply  that  he  was  close  to  falling 
unconscious.  We  waited  a  while  until  he  regained  his  composure  and  said,  'I 
shall  relate  to  you  a  Hadith  that  Rasulullaah  narrated  to  me  in  this  very 
house  when  there  was  none  here  besides  him  and  I.  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah 
SS5®g  then  again  sighed  so  deeply  that  he  was  close  to  falling  unconscious. 
When  he  regained  his  composure,  he  wiped  his  face  and  said,  'I  shall  relate  to 
you  a  Hadith  that  Rasulullaah  {Jg$f  narrated  to  me  in  this  very  house  when  there 
was  none  here  besides  him  and  I.  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  5ES3®g  then  again 
sighed  so  deeply  that  he  actually  fell  on  his  face.  I  held  him  up  for  a  long  while 
and  when  he  regained  consciousness,  he  said,  'Rasulullaah  ®M§  narrated  to  me 
that  on  the  Day  of  Qiyaamah,  every  nation  will  be  on  its  knees  when  Allaah  will 
descend  to  pass  judgement  between  the  people.  The  first  to  be  summoned  (for 
reckoning)  will  be  the  person  who  memorised  the  Qur'aan,  the  person  who  was 
martyred  in  the  path  of  Allaah  and  the  man  with  plenty  of  wealth.  Addressing  the 
Qaari,  Allaah  will  say,  'Did  I  not  teach  you  that  which  I  revealed  to  my 
messenger?'  'indeed  you  did,  O  my  Rabbi'  he  will  respond.  Allaah  will  ask  him 
further,  'And  what  did  you  do  with  that  which  I  taught  you?'  He  will  reply,  'I 
recited  it  day  and  night.'  'You  are  lying,'  Allaah  will  declare.  The  angels  will 
reiterate  saying,  'You  are  lying.'  Allaah  will  then  add,  Your  only  motive  was  that 
people  should  call  you  a  Qaari,  which  they  have  already  done.' 
Next,  the  wealthy  man  will  be  summoned.  Allaah  will  ask  him,  'Did  I  not  grant 
you  plenty  so  that  you  never  depended  on  anyone  else?'  'Indeed  you  have,  my 
Rabbi'  he  will  admit.  'Then  what  did  you  do  with  that  which  I  gave  you?'  Allaah 
will  ask.  He  man  will  say,  'I  used  to  maintain  family  ties  and  give  charity.'  'You  are 
lying,'  Allaah  will  declare.  You  are  lying,'  the  angels  will  reiterate.  Allaah  will  then 
say,  Your  only  motive  was  that  people  should  call  you  a  generous  person,  which 
they  have  already  done.' 
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Next  to  be  summoned  will  be  the  one  who  was  martyred  in  the  path  of  Allaah. 
Allaah  will  ask  him,  'For  what  objective  were  you  killed?'  His  reply  will  be, 
'because  we  were  commanded  to  fight  in  jihaad,  I  fought  until  I  was  killed.'  'You 
are  lying,'  Allaah  will  declare.  'You  are  lying,'  the  angels  will  reiterate.  Allaah  will 
then  say,  'Your  only  motive  was  that  people  should  call  you  a  brave  person, 
which  they  have  already  done.'  Rasulullaah  HH  then  hit  his  hands  on  my  knees 
and  said,  'O  Abu  Hurayrah!  These  three  will  be  the  first  of  Allaah's  creation  with 
whom  the  fire  of  Jahannam  will  be  fuelled  on  the  Day  of  Qiyaamah.'" 
(After  hearing  this  Hadith  from  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  JSSS^)  Hadhrat  Shufay 
then  went  to  Hadhrat  Mu'aawiya  SP®s>  and  narrated  the  Hadith  to  him.  Hadhrat 
Alaa  bin  Hakeem  says  that  Hadhrat  Shufay  was  the  person  who  tended  to 
Hadhrat  Mu'aawiya  S^S&S's  swords.  He  reports,  "When  this  Hadith  from 
Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  %$&8gs>  was  narrated  to  Hadhrat  Mu'aawiya  S!2sffi», 
Hadhrat  Mu'aawiya  W$%&?>  remarked,  'If  this  is  what  will  happen  to  these  three, 
what  about  the  rest  of  mankind?'  He  then  wept  so  much  that  we  thought  he 
would  expire.  Wesaid,Thismanhascertainly  brought  a  calamity  upon  us  (by  upsetting 
the  Khalifah  in  this  manner)!'  When  Hadhrat  Mu'aawiya  *§3@®g  regained  his 
composure,  he  wiped  his  face  and  said,  'Allaah  and  His  Rasool  have 
certainly  spoken  the  truth  when  they  say: 

H  LfcJ  jUj  l^J  J^JlU'i  Cfy  L^Sj  j  Qili  »yjsi\  Jjjj  o& 

fy*3 1**        i^-j3  jllll  \       ^  jLjj      ^iJJI  vlijy  0  Oy^i 

On  <^eiijT:jj*  hjy*)  $J^(i  OyCJu  \y\S~  U 

Whoever  desires  the  life  of  this  world  and  its  splendour  (without  a 
concern  for  the  Aakhirah),  We  shall  grant  them  the  full  rewards  for  their 
(good)  deeds  in  this  very  world  and  they  will  not  be  wronged  (they  will 
not  be  given  less  than  they  deserve).  They  are  the  ones  who  shall  have 
only  the  Fire  for  themselves  in  the  Aakhirah.  Whatever  (good  actions) 
they  did  in  the  world  will  be  lost  to  them  (in  the  Aakhirah)  and  all  their 
(good)  deeds  will  be  in  vain  (because  they  will  see  no  rewards  for  these 
in  the  Aakhirah  where  they  will  require  them  most.  This  is  because  they 
acted  only  for  worldly  objectives).  {Surah  Hood,  verses  15-16}(1) 
Hadhrat  Abu  Salamah  bin  Hadhrat  Abdur  Rahmaan  bin  Auf  W0%&$  reports  that 
when  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  SPsSSS  and  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Amr  bin  Al 
Aas  met  at  Marwa,  they  started  discussing  Ahadeeth.  When  Hadhrat 

Abdullaah  bin  Amr  W%$&>  left,  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  umar  remained 
there  weeping.  "What  makes  you  weep  so  much,  O  Abu  Abdur  Rahmaan?" 
someone  asked.  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  replied,  "That  man 

Abdullaah  bin  Amr  says  that  he  heard  Rasulullaah  @H  say,  'Allaah  will 

throw  a  person  headlong  into  the  fire  of  Jahannam  if  he  has  pride  equal  to 

(1)  Tirmidhi  (Vol.2  Pg.61).  Targheeb  wat  Tarheeb  (Vol.1  Pg.28)  states  that  Ibn  Khuzaymah  and  lbn 
Hibbaan  have  both  reported  similar  narrations. 
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even  a  mustard  seed  in  his  heart.'"(,) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Rawaaha  ^J2@g)  and 
Hadhrat  Hassaan  W%W?>  Weep  when  Allaah 
Revealed  the  Verse:  "Only  deviant  people 
follow  the  poets" 
Hadhrat  Abul  Hasan  the  freed  slave  of  the  Banu  Naufal  tribe  reports  that  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Rawaaha  JSXSSSS  and  Hadhrat  Hassaan  bin  Thaabit  (both 
acclaimed  poets)  came  weeping  to  Rasulullaah  WmHi  when  Allaah  revealed  Surah 
TaaSeenMeem  Shu'araa.  Rasulullaah       recited  to  them  the  verses: 

Only  deviant  people  follow  the  poets  repeating  those  poems  of 
theirs  that  contain  rambling  speech  and  useless  talk).  Do  you  not  see 
that  they  (poets)  wander  lost  (distracted)  in  every  valley  (have  no 
direction  and  tend  to  sway  to  the  extremes)!  And  (do  you  not  see)  that 
they  say  things  which  they  never  do?  (Such  is  the  condition  of  all  poets) 
Except  those  who  have  Imaan,  who  do  good  acts,  who  remember 
Allaah  abundantly  and  who  avenge  themselves  after  being  oppressed 
(by  counteracting  the  satirical  poetry  that  the  Kuffaar  direct  at  Islaam 
and  at  Rasulullaah  @H  with  poetry  of  their  own).  {Surah  Shu'araa, 
verses  224-227} 

When  Rasulullaah  recited  Jhe  verse  "Except  those  who  have  Imaan,  who 
do  good  acts  ",  he  said,  "That  refers  to  you."  Thereafter,  when  he  recited  "who 
remember  Allaah  abundantly",  he  again  said,  "That  refers  to  you".  Again,  when 
reciting  the  verse  "and  (those)  who  avenge  themselves  after  being  oppressed", 
he  said,  "That  refers  to  you." (2) 

The  People  of  Yemen  Weep  when  they  Hear  the 
Qur'aan  During  the  Khilaafah  of  Hadhrat 
Abu  Bakr 

Hadhrat  Abu  Saalih  narrates  that  when  some  people  from  Yemen  came  to  Madinah 
during  the  Khilaafah  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  and  heard  the  Qur'aan,  they 

started  weeping  excessively.  To  this,  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  remarked  (in 

humility),  "That  is  how  we  used  to  be,  but  then  hearts  started  to  harden."  Hadhrat 
Abu  Nu'aym  explains  that  the  phrase  "hearts  started  to  harden"  means  that  their 
hearts  strengthened  and  became  content  with  the  recognition  of  Allaah.  <3) 

(1)  Targheeb  wat  Tarheeb  (Vol.4  Pg.345). 

(2)  Haakim  (Vol. 3  Pg,488). 

(3)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.1  Pg.224). 
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A  Warning  to  the  Aalim  who  does  not  Teach  others 
and  to  Ignorant  Person  who  does  not  Learn 

Hadhrat  Abzah  Abu  Abdur  Rahmaan  S.&®g>  reports  that  Rasulullaah  once 
praised  certain  groups  of  the  Muslims  in  his  sermon.  Thereafter,  Rasulullaah 

said,  "What  is  the  matter  with  certain  tribes  who  neither  make  their 
neighbouring  tribes  understand  Deen,  nor  do  they  teach  it  to  them,  explain  it  to 
them,  enjoin  them  (to  do  good)  or  forbid  them  (from  evil)?  What  also  is  the 
matter  with  other  tribes  who  neither  learn  from  their  neighbours  nor  make  an 
attempt  to  understand  the  Deen  or  to  be  conversant  with  it?  Take  note  that 
people  will  have  to  teach  Deen  to  their  neighbours,  explain  it  to  them,  enjoin 
them  (to  do  good)  and  forbid  them  (from  evil).  At  the  same  time,  others  will  have 
to  learn  Deen  from  their  neighbours  and  make  an  attempt  to  understand  it, 
otherwise  they  will  all  be  punished  very  soon  in  this  very  world."  Rasulullaah 
(SSIf  then  descended  from  the  pulpit  and  entered  his  room. 
"Who  do  you  think  Rasulullaah  was  referring  to?"  some  people  asked.  "We 
think  that  he  must  have  been  referring  to  the  Ash'ar  tribe  who  have  a  good 
understanding  of  Deen  while  their  neighbours  are  uncultured  Bedouins  living  at 
an  oasis.  When  the  news  reached  the  people  of  the  Ash'ar  tribe,  they  came  to 
Rasulullaah  and  said,  "O  Rasulullaah  ©i?!  Why  is  it  that  when  you  praised 
some  people,  you  criticised  us?  What  have  we  done?"  Rasulullaah  (HP  replied, " 
that  people  will  have  to  teach  Deen  to  their  neighbours,  explain  it  to  them,  enjoin 
them  (to  do  good)  and  forbid  them  (from  evil).  At  the  same  time,  others  will  have 
to  learn  Deen  from  their  neighbours  and  make  an  attempt  to  understand  it, 
otherwise  they  will  all  be  punished  very  soon  in  this  very  world."  "O  Rasulullaah 
{i§i§!"  they  pleaded,  "Will  we  be  held  responsible  for  the  wrongs  of  others?"  When 
Rasulullaah  gfli  repeated  his  words,  they  again  asked,  "O  Rasulullaah  Will 
we  be  held  responsible  for  the  wrongs  of  others?"  This  time  again,  Rasulullaah 
®IS  repeated  what  he  had  said.  They  then  requested  Rasulullaah  for  a 
year's  grace  to  educate  .their  neighbours  and  to  give  them  a  sound 
understanding  of  Deen.  Rasulullaah        granted  them  the  grace.  Rasulullaah 

then  recited  the  verse: 

Iu!i i  'Jiy,  ^\  ^ilfij  SjiS  qO  Jifi  jlij^j  'J?  ^      'J>&  ^} 

(Yl  <YAvi*T»jSU  hy*)  40 
Those  of  the  Bani  Israa'eel  who  committed  kufr  were  cursed  on  the 
tongues  of  Dawood  ®#  and  Isa  the  son  of  Maryam.  That  was 
because  they  were  disobedient  and  they  overstepped  the  limits  (of  their 
religion).  (Among  the  reasons  for  which  they  were  cursed  was  that)  They 
would  never  prevent  each  other  from  the  evil  that  they  used  to  carry 
out.  Evil  indeed  was  that  which  they  did  (not  preventing  each  other 
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from  sinful  acts).  {Surah  Maa'idah,  verses  78-79} (1) 

Allaah  will  Grant  Whoever  Strives  to  Gain 
Knowledge  and  Imaan 

The  Words  of  Hadhrat  Muaadh  to  a  Man 

who  Was  Weeping  hy  his  Bedside  before  his  Death 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Salamah  narrates  that  a  man  came  to  (the  bedside  of) 
Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  JiBSSsSs  and  started  to  weep.  "What  makes  you  weep?" 
Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  1312®^  asked.  The  man  replied,  "By  Allaah!  I  am  neither  crying 
because  of  the  ties  of  kinship  we  have  nor  because  of  the  material  gains  I  used  to 
get  from  you.  What  makes  me  weep  is  the  fear  that  the  knowledge  I  used  to  glean 
from  you  will  soon  come  to  an  end."  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  W$®s?>  consoled  him  saying, 
"Do  not  cry  because  whoever  strives  to  acquire  knowledge  and  Imaan,  Allaah 
will  grant  them  to  him  just  as  He  granted  Hadhrat  Ibraheem  during 
times  when  there  was  no  knowledge  and  Imaan." (2) 

Hadhrat  Haarith  bin  Umayrah  reports  that  when  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal 
3S35$®g  was  about  to  pass  away,  the  people  around  him  started  to  cry,  "What 
makes  you  people  cry?"  he  asked.  They  replied,  "We  are  crying  because  of  the 
knowledge  that  will  stop  coming  to  us  when  you  pass  away."  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh 
*s}l3@StS  said,  "Verily  knowledge  and  Imaan  shall  remain  as  they  are  until  the  Day 
of  Qiyaamah.  Whoever  searches  for  them  shall  find  them  in  the  Qur'aan  and  the 
Sunnah.  While  you  ought  to  judge  every  piece  of  information  by  the  standards  of 
the  Qur'aan,  never  judge  the  Qur'aan  by  the  standards  of  any  piece  of 
information.  Seek  knowledge  from  Umar  W®@S$,  Uthmaan  W£&z>  and  Ali 
5S8»®9  and  if  you  do  not  meet  them,  seek  knowledge  from  four  men;  from 
Uwaymir  (Abu  Dardaa  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  Salmaan 

SSs®8>  and  from  Abdullaah  bin  Salaam  who  had  been  a  Jew  before 

becoming  a  Muslim,  in  fact,  I  heard  Rasulullaah  say  that  he  (Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Salaam  S.©4$e>)  will  be  the  tenth  of  ten  people  to  enter  Jannah 
(without  reckoning).  You  must  however  ensure  that  you  beware  of  the  mistakes 
of  an  Aalim.  You  should  accept  the  truth  from  whoever  brings  it  to  you  and 
reject  falsehood  from  whoever  brings  it  to  you,  regardless  of  who  the  person 
may  be." (3) 

Hadhrat  Yazeed  bin  Umayrah  narrates,  "During  the  illness  that  claimed  his  life, 
Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  would  often  fall  unconscious  and  then  regain 

consciousness.  When  he  once  fell  unconscious  for  a  long  time,  we  feared  that  he 
had  passed  away.  When  he  regained  consciousness,  I  was  standing  in  front  of 
him  crying.  'What  makes  you  cry?'  he  asked.  I  replied  by  saying,  'By  Allaah!  It  is 
not  because  of  the  worldly  benefits  I  received  from  you  that  I  am  weeping  and 

(1)  lbn  Raahway,  Bukhaari  in  his  Wahdaan,  Ibnus  Sakan,  lbn  Mandah,  Tabraani,  Abu  Nu'aym,  Ibn 
Asaakir,  Baawardi  and  Ibn  Mardway,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  ummaal '(Vol.2  Pg.139). 

(2)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.234). 

(3)  ibn  Asaakir  and  Sayf,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.7  Pg.87). 
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also  not  because  of  our  kinship.  What  makes  me  weep  is  the  departure  of  the 
knowledge  (of  Deen)  and  knowledge  of  islaamic  law  that  l  had  been  acquiring 
from  you.'  His  response  was,  'Do  not  weep  because  knowledge  and  Imaan  shall 
remain  as  they  are  and  whoever  seeks  them  shall  surely  find  them.  Seek  them  as 
ibraheem  sought  them.  When  he  had  not  acquired  them  fully,  he  asked 
Allaah  saying: 

'I  am  going  to  (a  place  where)  my  Rabb  (has  commanded  me  to  go),  (it 
.  is  oniyMaah)  Who  will  soon  guide  me.'  {Surah  Saaffaat,  verse  99} 
After  I  die,  seek  knowledge  from  four  persons.  If  you  cannot  find  what  you  seek 
with  any  one  of  them,  then  ask  the  people  for  the  best  amongst  them.  The  four 
men  are  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  S&S®,  Abdullaah  bin  Salaam  WmM, 
Salmaan  jgJJaSSSS  and  Uwaymir  Abu  Dardaa  Wm®.  You  should  also  beware  of 
the  blunders  of  the  wise  and  the  verdict  of  a  hypocrite.' 
'How  will  I  identify  the  blunder  of  a  wise  man?'  I  asked.  He  explained,  'It  is 
misguided  speech  that  Shaytaan  casts  on  the  tongue  of  a  man  which  he  utters 
without  thinking.  However,  it  sometimes  also  occurs  that  a  hypocrite  speaks 
what  is  true.  You  should  therefore  absorb  sound  knowledge  from  wherever  it 
comes  to  you  because  there  is  light  in  the  truth.  Matters  that  are  dubious  should 
however  be  avoided.'"'1' 

Hadhrat  Amr  bin  Maymoon  narrates,  "We  were  in  Yemen  when  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh 
bin  Jabal  came  there  and  addressed  us  saying,  'O  people  of  Yemen!  Accept 

Islaam  and  live  in  peace.  I  am  the  envoy  of  Rasulullaah  to  you.'  Since  then,  I 
took  a  liking  to  him  and  never  parted  from  him  until  he  passed  away.  When  he 
was  leaving  the  world  and  I  started  to  weep,  he  asked,  'What  makes  you  cry?'  I 
replied,  'I  am  weeping  because  of  the  knowledge  that  will  be  leaving  with  you.' 
He  consoled  me  saying,  Verily  knowledge  and  Imaan  shall  remain  until  the  Day 
of  Qiyaamah..."  The  rest  of  the  narration  is  similar  to  the  ones  above.  (2) 

Learning  Imaan,  knowledge  and  Practise 
All  at  the  Same  Time 

The  Statements  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar 
S»eS,  Hadhrat  Jundub  bin  Abdullaah  and 
Hadhrat  Ali  W&$$®  in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  said,  "During  the  greater  portion  of  my  life  I 

have  seen  that  a  man  (from  the  Sahabah  $93@@)  learns  Imaan  before  the 
Qur'aan.  Whenever  a  Surah  was  revealed  to  Muhammad  the  man  would 
learn  what  was  proclaimed  lawful  and  unlawful  and  where  it  was  appropriate  to 
stop  just  as  you  people  learn  the  (words  of  the)  Qur'aan  itself.  However,  I  now 

(1)  Haakim  (Vol.4  Pg.466), 

(2)  lbn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.7  Pg.87). 
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see  people  learning  the  Qur'aan  before  Imaan  and  while  they  have  read  from 
Surah  Faatiha  up  to  the  end  of  the  Qur'aan,  they  have  no  idea  about  what  the 
Qur'aan  instructs  and  what  it  prohibits.  They  also  do  not  know  where  it  is 
appropriate  to  stop  and  scatter  the  verses  about  like  unwanted  dates." (1) 
Hadhrat  Jundub  bin  Abdullaah  said,  "We  were  youngsters  almost 

coming  of  age  when  we  learnt  Imaan  before  the  Qur'aan  with  Rasulullaah 
®18.  When  we  then  learnt  the  Qur'aan,  our  Imaan  grew  even  stronger." (2) 
Hadhrat  All  once  said,  "Whenever  a  Surah,  a  verse  or  a  few  verses  were 

revealed  during  the  time  of  Rasulullaah  it  would  serve  to  strengthen  the 
Imaan  and  submission  of  the  Mu'mineen  and  if  it  contained  a  prohibition,  they 
would  immediately  abstain." (3' 

How  the  Sahabah  SSSSsggi  would  not  Learn  another  Verse  of  the  Qur'aan  until 
they  had  Learnt  how  to  practise  on  the  Previous  verse 

Hadhrat  Abu  Abdur  Rahmaan  Sulami  says,  "The  Sahabi  who  taught  us 

mentioned  that  when  they  learnt  ten  verses  from  Rasulullaah  ®§|,  they  would 
not  proceed  to  another  ten  verses  until  they  had  learnt  everything  about  the 
previous  ten  verses  and  how  to  practise  on  them.  He  would  also  say,  'Our 
knowledge  consisted  of  both  theory  and  practice."'(4) 

Another  narration  adds  that  the  Sahabi  SJ3®g  also  said,  "We  used  to  learn  the 
Qur'aan  as  well  as  how  to  practise  on  it.  There  shall  however  come  people  who 
will  inherit  the  Qur'aan  after  us  who  will  drink  up  the  Qur'aan  like  water  without 
it  passing  by  their  collarbones.  In  fact,  it  will  not  even  pass  here."  He  then  placed 
his  hand  on  his  throat.  '5) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  said,  'Whenever  we  learnt  ten  verses  of 

the  Qur'aan  from  Rasulullaah  @S§,  we  would  not  proceed  to  learn  the  next  ten 
verses  until  we  had  learnt  whatever  was  in  them."  When  someone  asked  a 
narrator  named  Hadhrat  Shareek  whether  this  referred  to  practising  the  ten 
verses  first,  he  replied  in  the  affirmative. (6) 

Acquiring  That  Much  of  Deeni  knowledge 
that  One  Needs 

The  Words  of  Hadhrat  Salmaan  to  a  man 

from  the  Banu  Abs  Tribe  in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Hafs  bin  Umar  Sa'di  narrates  from  his  uncle  that  Hadhrat  Salmaan 
once  said  to  Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  "O  member  of  the  Banu  Abs! 

While  knowledge  is  abundant,  life  is  short.  You  should  therefore  acquire  only 
that  much  of  Deeni  knowledge  that  you  need  and  leave  out  that  which  does  not 

(1)  Tabraani,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.l6S). 

(2)  Ibn  Maajah  (Pg.ll). 

(3)  Askari  and  Ibn  Mardway,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.  1  Pg.232). 

(4)  Ahmad  {Vol.5  Pg.410).  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.232)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(5)  ibn  Sa'd(Vol.6Pg.I72). 

(6)  Ibn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.1  Pg.232). 
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concern  you." (1) 

Hadhrat  Abul  Bakhtari  reports  that  a  man  from  the  Banu  Abs  tribe  was  once  in 
the  company  of  Hadhrat  Salmaan  SBiffis  when  he  took  a  sip  of  water  from  the 
Tigris  River.  "Drink  again,"  Hadhrat  Salmaan  §3©@S  bade  the  man.  When  the 
man  declared  that  he  was  sated,  Hadhrat  Salmaan  SSS8Sg>  asked,  "Do  you  think 
that  your  sip  decreased  much  from  the  river?"  The  man  said,  "How  can  the  sip  I 
took  decrease  anything  from  it?"  Hadhrat  Salmaan  SKKfflJg  then  remarked,  "In  the 
same  manner,  knowledge  never  decreases.  You  should  therefore  glean  as  much 
knowledge  as  would  benefit  you." (2) 

The  Words  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  W 
to  a  man  who  Wrote  to  ask  him  about  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Abu  Qayla  reports  that  when  a  man  wrote  to  ask  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Umar  Wi®&g>  about  knowledge,  the  Sahabi  SISiSs  wrote  back  saying,  "You  have 
written  to  me  asking  about  knowledge.  Knowledge  is  however  something  much 
greater  than  I  can  write  back  to  you  about.  However,  (the  advice  I  will  offer  is)  if 
it  is  possible  for  you  to  accomplish,  you  must  make  an  effort  to  meet  Allaah  in  a 
manner  that  you  have  held  your  tongue  from  dishonouring  a  Muslim,  you  do  not 
have  the  burden  of  any  Muslim's  blood  on  your  back,  your  belly  is  empty  of  the 
wealth  of  the  Muslims  and  you  have  remained  united  with  them." 

Teaching  Deen,  Islaam  and  the  Faraa'idh 

Rasulullaah  ilif  Teaches  the  Deen  to  Hadhrat 
Abu  Rifaa  ah  i» 

Hadhrat  Abu  Rifaa'ah  narrates,  "I  came  to  Rasulullaah  ££s£  at  a  time 

when  he  was  busy  delivering  a  sermon.  'O  Rasulullaah  (SS$|!'  1  said,  'A  stranger 
has  come  to  enquire  about  his  Deen  because  he  knows  not  what  his  Deen  is.' 
Leaving  the  sermon  aside,  Rasulullaah  ©I?  turned  to  me  and  came  to  me.  His 
chair,  the  legs  of  which  I  think  were  of  iron,  was  then  brought.  Rasulullaah 
sat  on  it  and  started  teaching  me  that  which  Allaah  had  taught  him.  Thereafter, 
he  returned  to  his  sermon  and  completed  what  remained  of  it." {4) 

Rasulullaah  (HH  Teaches  Deen  to  a  Bedouin,  to 
Hadhrat  Farwah  bin  Musayk  and  to  a 

delegation  from  Bahraa 

Hadhrat  jareer  JaSSSSSs  reports  that  a  Bedouin  once  came  to  Rasulullaah  £Si§ 
saying,  "Teach  me  Islaam."  Rasulullaah  &j§  explained,  "(Islaam  is)  That  you 
testify  that  there  is  none  worthy  of  worship  but  Allaah  and  that  Muhammad 

(1)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.189). 

(2)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.  1  Pg.  1 88) . 

(3)  Ibn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.5  Pg.230). 

(4)  Muslim  (Vol.1  Pg.287).  Bukhaari  has  reported  a  similar  narration  in  his  Adab  (Pg.171),  as  have 
Nasa'ee  in  his  Zeenah,  Tabraani  and  Abu  Nu'aym,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.5  Pg.242). 
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is  the  servant  and  Rasul  (messenger)  of  Allaah,  that  you  establish  salaah,  pay 
zakaah,  fast  during  Ramadhaan,  perform  Hajj  of  the  Kabah,  love  for  people  what 
you  love  for  yourself  and  dislike  for  people  what  you  dislike  for  yourself."  O 
Hadhrat  Muhammad  bin  Umaarah  bin  Khuzaymah  bin  Thaabit  says,  "Hadhrat 
Farwah  bin  Musayk  Muraadi  forsook  the  royalty  of  Kindah  and  arrived 

with  a  delegation  to  follow  Rasulullaah  (JfJSi.  He  stayed  with  Hadhrat  Sa'd  bin 
Ubaadah  SX3®ss  where  he  learnt  the  Qur'aan,  the  Faraa'idh  of  Islaam  and  the 
Shari'ah,"  The  narration  continues  further. (2) 

Hadhrat  Dubaa'ah  bint  Zubayr  bin  Abdul  Muttalib  reports  that  a 

delegation  from  Bahraa  in  Yemen  once  came  to  Madinah.  They  were  thirteen 
men  and  when  they  arrived,  they  led  their  animals  to  the  door  of  Hadhrat 
Miqdaad  bin  Amr  in  the  district  of  the  Banu  Jadeelah  tribe.  Hadhrat 

Miqdaad  ISSUS  met  them,  extended  a  warm  welcome  to  them  and  hosted  them 
in  a  room  of  his  house.  When  they  came  before  Rasulullaah  they  all 
accepted  Islaam.  Thereafter,  they  stayed  several  days  and  learnt  about  the 
Faraa'idh  of  Islaam.  When  they  later  returned  to  Rasulullaah  £§i§  to  bid  him 
farewell,  Rasulullaah  had  gifts  given  to  them,  after  which  they  left  for  their 
homes. (3) 

Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  and  Hadhrat  Umar 

3£M£g>  Teach  Deen 

Hadhrat  Ibn  Seereen  reports  that  when  teaching  Islaam  to  the  people,  Hadhrat 
Abu  Bakr  'MW^j  and  Hadhrat  Umar  would  say,  'Worship  Allaah  without 

ascribing  any  partners  to  Him.  Establish  on  time  the  salaah  that  Allaah  has  made 
obligatory  for  you  because  any  deficiency  in  this  spells  certain  destruction.  Pay 
zakaah  with  a  cheerful  heart,  fast  during  Ramadhaan  and  listen  to  and  obey  your 
leaders." (4) 

Hadhrat  Hasan  narrates  that  a  Bedouin  once  came  to  Hadhrat  Umar  saying, 
"0  Ameerul  Mu'mineen!  Teach  me  the  Deen."  Hadhrat  Umar  said,  "(The 

Deen  of  Islaam  is)  To  testify  that  there  is  none  worthy  of  worship  but  Allaah  and 
that  Muhammad  is  the  Rasul  (messenger)  of  Allaah,  to  establish  salaah,  to 
pay  zakaah,  to  perform  Hajj  of  the  Kabah  and  to  fast  during  Ramadhaan.  You 
should  also  look  only  at  the  apparent  actions  of  people  and  beware  not  to 
probe  their  private  lives.  Furthermore,  beware  not  to  do  anything  that  will  be  a 
cause  of  embarrassment  (if  people  found  out)  and  when  you  meet  Allaah,  tell 
Him  that  Umar  instructed  you  to  do  these  things." (5) 

Another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Umar  §Si@t>  added,  "O  servant  of  Allaah! 
Hold  fast  to  this  and  when  you  meet  Allaah,  then  tell  Him  whatever  comes  to  mind."  ^ 

(1)  lbn  Jareer,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  Qlo\.\  Pg.70;. 

(2)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.1  Pg.327). 

(3)  Ibn  Sa'd  {Vol.1  Pg.331). 

(4)  Abdur  Razzaaq,  Ibn  Abi  Shaybah,  Ibn  Jareer  and  Rustah  in  his  Imaan,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal 
(Vol.1  Pg.69). 

(5)  Bayhaqi  and  Isfahaani  in  his  Hujjah. 

(6)  lbn  Adi  and  Bayhaqi,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.1  Pg.70). 
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Hadhrat  Hasan  narrates  that  a  man  approached  Hadhrat  Umar  &S%®g&  saying,  "0 
Ameerul  Mu'mineen!  I  am  a  man  from  the  countryside  and  have  many  duties  to 
tend  to.  Do  advise  me  to  do  something  that  I  can  trust  in  to  convey  me  (to 
jannah),"  Hadhrat  Umar  said  to  him,  "Give  me  your  hand  and  understand 

me  well."  When  the  man  gave  him  his  hand,  Hadhrat  Umar  §X2@s@  said,  "You 
should  worship  Allaah  without  ascribing  partners  to  him,  establish  salaah,  pay 
the  obligatory  zakaah,  perform  Hajj,  perform  Umrah  and  obey  (your  leaders).  You 
should  also  look  only  at  the  apparent  actions  of  people  and  beware  not  to  probe 
their  private  lives.  Do  every  such  deed  that  will  not  embarrass  you  when  the  news 
of  it  spreads  amongst  people  and  stay  away  from  every  such  act  that  will  be  a 
cause  of  embarrassment  and  disgrace  when  the  news  reaches  others." 
"O  Ameerul  Mu'mineen!"  the  man  said,  "I  shall  practise  on  this  advice  and  when  I 
meet  my  Rabb,  I  shall  say,  'It  was  Umar  bin  Khattaab  who  told  me  to  do  this.'"  To 
this,  Hadhrat  Umar  remarked,  "Hold  fast  to  this  and  when  you  meet  your 

Rabb,  you  may  tell  Him  whatever  you  like." (1) 

Teaching  Salaah 

Rasulullaah        Teaches  the  Sahabah  How 
to  Perform  Salaah 

Hadhrat  Abu  Maalik  Ashja'ee  reports  from  his  father  S&SdSs  that  salaah  was 
the  first  thing  Rasulullaah  &j§  taught  anyone  who  accepted  Islaam. (2) 
Hadhrat  Hakam  bin  Umayr  reports  that  Rasulullaah        taught  them 

thus:  "When  you  stand  up  for  salaah,  say  'Allaahu  Akbar*  and  raise  your  hands 
without  passing  your  ears.  Then  recite: 

"d^p  SlJj    lijsr  JJl*3j  dull  djdj  I)jUx)j  duseL-1" 
"You  are  Pure,  O  Allaah  and  we  praise  You,  Blessed  is  Your  name,  Lofty 
is  Your  honour  and  there  is  none  worthy  of  worship  but  You."'<3) 

Rasulullaah         Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  t&X&®&, 
Hadhrat  Umar  W&%&>  and  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Mas'ood  Teach  the  Tashahhud 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  ISS&Sg  says,  "Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  SRSffl®  used  to 
teach  us  the  Tashahhud  from  the  pulpit  just  as  little  children  are  taught  at 
school." (4) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  S3iK@&'  says(5),  "Hadhrat  Umar  bin  Khattaab 
^S«@9  once  took  hold  of  my  hand  and  taught  me  the  Tashahhud,  informing  me 
that  Rasulullaah  {$$f  has  also  taken  him  by  the  hand  and  taught  him  the 
Tashahhud,  which  is: 

(1)  lbn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.8  Pg.208). 

(2)  Tabraani  and  Bazzaar,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.  1  Pg.293), 

(3)  Abu  Nu'aym,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal '(Vol.4  Pg.203). 

(4)  Musaddad  and  Tahaawi,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.4  Pg.217). 

(5)  Daar  Qutni,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.4  Pg.2 1 7). 
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Hadhrat  Abdur  Rahmaan  bin  Abd  Qaari  narrates  that  he  heard  Hadhrat  Umar  bin 
Khattaab  SP@s>  teaching  the  Tashahhud  to  the  people  from  the  pulpit.  He  was 
telling  the  people  to  recite....  (^JjLcS\)  The  narration  still  continues  further. (1) 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  *£?£@g>  says,  "Rasulullaah  0g§  used  to  teach  us 
the  Tashahhud  just  as  he  taught  us  a  Surah  of  the  Qur'aan." (2> 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  said,  "Rasulullaah  iggSE  taught  me  the 

Tashahhud  with  my  hand  in  his  just  as  he  would  teach  me  a  Surah  of  the 
Qur'aan."  The  narration  then  proceeds  to  cite  the  words  of  the  Tashahhud. (3) 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  W$$&j  also  mentioned,  "Rasulullaah  used 
to  teach  us  the  beginnings  of  the  Surahs  and  the  Qur'aan,  as  well  as  the 
Khutbahs  for  salaah  and  for  other  occasions  (such  as  the  Khutbah  for  marriage)." 
The  narration  then  continues  to  discuss  the  Tashahhud. (4) 
Hadhrat  Aswad  reports,  "Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  ©Jaga©  used  to  teach  us 
the  Tashahhud  just  as  he  would  teach  us  a  Surah  of  the  Qur'aan.  In  fact,  he 
would  even  correct  the  simple  errors  we  made  in  the  Alif{\)  and  Waaw  (j)." (5) 

Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  Teaches  Salaah  to  a 

man  who  Could  not  Perform  Salaah  Well 

Hadhrat  Zaid  bin  Wahab  reports  that  when  Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  once 
entered  the  Masjid,  he  noticed  a  man  who  was  performing  salaah  without 
carrying  outtheRukuandSajdah  properly.  When  the  man  had  completed,  Hadhrat 
Hudhayfah  said  to  him,  "For  how  long  have  you  been  performing  salaah 

like  this?"  When  the  man  informed  him  that  he  had  been  performing  salaah  in 
that  manner  for  the  past  forty  years,  Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  remarked,  "You 

have  performed  no  salaah  for  the  last  forty  years.  Had  you  died  while  performing 
salaah  in  this  manner,  you  would  not  have  died  on  the  creed  in  which  Allaah 
created  Muhammad  As  Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  Wm&  then  proceeded  to 
teach  the  man  how  to  perform  salaah  properly,  he  said,  "Even  though  a  man 
makes  his  salaah  brief,  he  must  carry  out  the  Ruku  and  Sajdah  properly." (6> 

Teaching  Adhkaar  and  Du'aas 

Rasulullaah  ®$£  Teaches  Adhkaar  and  Du'aas  to 
Hadhrat  Ah 

Hadhrat  Ali  bin  Abi  Taalib  narrates  that  Rasulullaah        once  said  to 

him,  "Should  I  give  you  five  thousand  goats  or  teach  you  five  phrases  that 

(1)  Maalik,  Shaafi'ee,  Tahaawi,  Abdur  Razzaaq  and  others. 

(2)  Ibn  Abi  Shaybah.  Another  similar  report  has  been  narrated  from  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
W&W6. 

(3)  Ibn  Abi  Shaybah. 

(4)  Askari  in  his  Amthaal. 

(5)  Ibn  Najjaar.  The  above  narrations  have  been  quoted  in  Kanzul  Vmmaa/fVolA  Pg.218-219). 

(6)  Abdur  Razzaaq,  ibn  Abi  Shaybah,  Bukhaari  and  Nasa'ee,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.4 
Pg.230). 
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contain  the  welfare  of  your  Deen  and  your  worldly  life?"  "O  Rasulullaah  t&gt? 
Hadhrat  Ali  SS»©«  replied,  "While  five  thousand  goats  are  plenty,  I  prefer  that 
you  teach  me  the  five  phrases."  Rasulullaah  then  told  Hadhrat  Ali  to 
recite  the  following: 

"O  Allaah!  Forgive  my  sins,  make  my  character  accommodating,  make 
my  earnings  lawful,  make  me  content  with  what  You  provide  for  me 
and  never  allow  my  heart  to  hanker  after  something  that  You  have  not 
decreed  for  me." 

Hadhrat  Ali  Teaches  Adhkaar  and  Du'aas  to 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Ja'far  Ws®% 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Ja'far  used  to  teach  his  daughters  certain  words 

(of  du'aa)  and  instructed  them  to  always  recite  them.  He  mentioned  that  it  was 
Hadhrat  Ali  ©J2@^  who  taught  these  to  him  and  informed  him  that  Rasulullaah 
used  to  recite  them  whenever  he  faced  a  difficulty  or  was  worried  about 
something.  The  words  were: 

Lj'j  J^Jdl      &  ilfl  \  ty  T 

"There  is  none  worthy  of  worship  but  Allaah  The  Most  Tolerant  and 
Magnanimous.  Pure  is  He  the  Most  Blessed  Allaah  Who  is  the  Rabb  of 
the  universe  and  the  Rabb  of  the  Glorious  Throne.  All  praise  belongs  to 
Allaah  the  Rabb  of  the  universe." (2) 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Ja'far  W&®&>  says,  "Ali  JSJasSgg  once  said  to  me,  'Dear 
nephew!  I  shall  teach  you  some  words  that  I  heard  from  Rasulullaah 
Whoever  recites  them  at  the  time  of  his  death  shall  certainly  enter  Jannah. 
{They  are)  To  recite  three  times: 

'There  is  none  worthy  of  worship  but  Allaah  The  Most  Tolerant  and 
Magnanimous' 
To  recite  three  times: 

'All  praise  belongs  to  Allaah  the  Rabb  of  the  universe' 
To  recite  three  times: 

"jjjj      JS"  J&'jAj        Iff*  ^ulJI      iaJ!  Jjf> 
'Blessed  is  the  Being  in  whose  hand  is  all  kingdom,  who  gives  life  and 

(1)  lbn  Najjaar,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal '(Vol.4  Pg.230). 

(2)  Nasa'ee  and  Abu  Nu'aym,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  {Vol.1  Pg.298). 
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death  and  Who  has  power  over  all  things'*1' 

Rasulullaah        Teaches  Adhkaar  and  Du'aas  to 
Some  Sahabah  '&38&> 

Hadhrat  Sa'd  bin  Junaadah  says,  "I  was  one  of  the  first  persons  from  the 

people  of  Taa'if  to  meet  Rasulullaah  ®$i  (to  accept  Islaam).  I  left  early  in  the 
morning  from  Saraat  in  the  upper  reaches  of  Taa'if  and  reached  Mina  at  the  time 
of  Asr.  I  then  climbed  a  mountain  and  descended  (to  Makkah  where  I  accepted 
Islaam).  Rasulullaah  @p  then  taught  me  the  words: 

iljtj  iiii  is  'tis  i  Ai  lUJij  Jui 

Rasulullaah  then  said,  "These  words  are  the  Baaqiyaatus  Saalihaat 
(everlasting  good  deeds)  (2)."(3> 

Hadhrat  Ubay  bin  Ka'b  SSii®  narrates  that  Rasulullaah  iHf  taught  them  to 
recite  the  following  du'aa  every  morning: 

"We  begin  the  morning  on  the  natural  way  of  Islaam,  the  Kalimah  of 
sincerity,  the  Sunnah  of  our  Nabi  Muhammad  W>Mi  and  on  the  creed  of 
Hadhrat  Ibraheem  $§i!ife  who  was  never  a  Mushrik." 
Rasulullaah  @H»  also  taught  them  to  recite  the  same  du'aa  in  the  evenings."  ^ 
Hadhrat  Sa'd  SS2®e>  reports  that  Rasulullaah  ®si  taught  them  the  following 
du'aa  just  as  a  teacher  would  teach  children  to  write: 

,<-»  „&         ,    '  >}■> 

"O  AUaah!  I  beseech  You  to  protect  me  from  miserliness,  from 
cowardice,  from  being  returned  to  an  age  of  infirmity  (senility),  from 
the  tribulations  of  this  world  and  from  punishment  in  the  grave." (5) 

Hadhrat  Naufal  narrates,  "Rasulullaah  fSH  taught  us  the  following  du'aa 

to  be  recited  when  a  person  passes  away: 

'O  Allaah!  Forgive  our  brothers,  unite  us  and  create  love  between  us.  O 
Allaahl  We  know  only  good  of  this  servant  of  Yours  (take  his  name)  but 
You  know  him  better  than  us.  Do  forgive  us  and  him.' 
I  was  the  youngest  of  the  Sahabah  at  the  time  and  I  asked,  'And  what  if  I 

(1)  Kharaa'iti  in  his  Makaarimul  Akhlaaq,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.8  Pg.ll  1). 

(2)  As  referred  to  in  verse  46  of  Surah  Kahaf  and  verse  76  of  Surah  Maryam. 

(3)  Tabraani,  as  quoted  in  the  Tafseer  of  Ibn  Katheer  (Vol.3  Pg.86). 

(4)  Abdullaah  bin  Ahmad  in  hisZawaa'id,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.  1  Pg.294). 

(5)  lbnjareer,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal '(Vol.1  Pg.307). 
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do  not  know  anything  good  about  him?'  Rasulullaah  replied,  'Say  only  that 
which  you  are  certain  of." (1) 

Hadhrat  Ubaadah  bin  Saamit  *SM@!g>  narrates  that  when  Ramadhaan  arrived, 
Rasulullaah  @H  would  teach  them  the  following  du'aa: 

^  <ujL)j    oLa*j  J^-»j  oL^jJ  u^r^ 
"O  Allaah!  Keep  me  safe  and  well  for  Ramadhaan,  keep  Ramadhaan  safe 
and  well  for  me  and  accept  it  (my  fasting  and  Ibaadah  in  Ramadhaan) 
from  me." (2) 

Hadhrat  Ali  Teaches  People  how  to  Send 

Salutations  to  Rasulullaah 

Hadhrat  Salaamah  Kindi  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Ali  S55S@^  taught  the  people  to 
send  salutations  to  Rasulullaah       with  the  following  words: 

x*3u>  j^Lp  tilJU^j  iitjj  diJlS^  ^[yj  dljl_jli>  i»Jjjlj-->  Jj»4"I  IajI*«>j 

>J^J  c/^  Jbu  ^jiflJl  u^JjhA  -U  'i^liJ  UsJ  i^jl 

Ojb-j  'A^J?  f'j^J  >.&>?1  UJ^J  ejliiy 

^LJi  jl^  ^       ^$S\  OJj*^  iijUaP  Jj^-j  J^UJI  o^ly  j]i  ^ 
aiLfiJl  J^jAi  <U  dJiu^j  ^  e^ylj  jjy  <d  ^^j!  j         dJ^jJ  al_jl<  ^>jSlj 

"O  Allaah  The  One  Who  has  spread  out  the  earth  and  created  the 
heavens.  O  The  One  Who  has  authority  over  the  nature  of  hearts,  be 
they  good  or  evil.  Bestow  Your  most  selected  mercies,  Your  every 
increasing  blessings  and  the  kindest  of  Your  compassion  on 
Muhammad  &H§  who  is  Your  servant  and  Rasul  (messenger),  who  is 
the  seal  of  the  Ambiyaa  (prophets)  before  him,  the  key  to  the  locked 
(treasures  of  wisdom  and  Your  graces),  the  one  who  used  the  truth  to 
make  the  truth  evident  and  who  repelled  the  armies  of  falsehood.  As 

(1)  Abu  Nu'aym,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  <yo\.%  Pg.114). 

(2)  Tabraani  in  his  Du'aa  and  Daylami,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  UmmaaWckA  Pg.232). 
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was  entrusted  to  him,  he  fulfilled  Your  commands  with  the  valour  of 
his  obedience  to  You  and  was  always  prepared  to  please  you  without 
shuffling  his  feet  about  and  without  weakness  in  his  resolve.  He  called 
towards  Your  revelation,  fulfilled  his  pledge  to  You  and  constantly 
strove  to  enact  Your  commands  until  the  fire  (of  islaam)  had  been 
stoked  for  anyone  wishing  to  take  a  spark  from  it.  It  is  by  him  that 
hearts  were  guided  after  being  immersed  in  evil  and  vice.  It  was  him 
who  made  manifest  the  clear  signs  and  distinct  features  of  Islaam  and 
its  unmistakable  injunctions.  He  is  the  one  whom  You  trust  and  with 
whom  You  have  placed  Your  trust.  He  is  the  treasurer  to  Your 
knowledge  and  the  one  in  whom  You  have  vested  Your  knowledge.  He 
shall  be  Your  witness  on  the  Day  of  Qiyaamah  and  it  is  he  whom  You 
have  sent  with  Your  bounties.  He  is  after  all,  Your  true  Rasul  (prophet). 
O  Allaah!  Expand  Your  eternal  Jannah  for  him  and  from  Your 
ever-increasing  grace,  do  reward  him  with  the  purest  of  rewards  that 
are  given  time  and  time  again  and  grant  him  from  Your  abundant 
bounties  that  are  safely  treasured.  O  Allaah!  Raise  his  house  above  all 
others,  grant  him  the  best  hospitality  with  You  and  grant  him  the  most 
complete  light.  When  You  raise  him  (on  the  Day  of  Qiyaamah),  do  also 
grant  him  the  privilege  of  having  his  testimony  accepted  by  Yourself 
and  let  his  words  be  pleasing  to  You,  just,  decisive  and  a  clear  and 
triumphant  proof  (against  the  Kuffaar)." (I) 

Teaching  Guests  and  Those  who  Came 
to  Madinah 

Rasulullaah  Instructs  the  Sahabah  m$m>  to 
Teach  the  Delegation  from  the  Abdul  Qais  Tribe 

Hadhrat  Shihaab  bin  Abbaad  reports  that  he  heard  a  Sahabi  who  had 

been  part  of  the  Abdul  Qais  delegation  say,  "When  we  came  to  Rasulullaah  ^§§, 
the  Muslims  were  extremely  happy  with  our  arrival  and  they  made  ample  way  for 
us  to  sit  when  we  reached  their  gathering.  Rasulullaah  ®Sg  welcomed  us  and  as 
he  looked  at  us,  he  asked  who  our  leader  was.  When  we  all  indicated  that  he  was 
Mundhir  bin  Aa'idh,  Rasulullaah  (£Hi  remarked,  'Is  he  the  Ashaj  (the  one  with  the 
scar  on  his  face)?'  This  was  the  first  time  that  this  name  was  used  for  him  on 
account  of  an  injury  to  his  face  caused  by  the  hoof  of  a  donkey.  'That  is  him,  O 
Rasulullaah  g%MV  we  confirmed. 

Mundhir  isi^S&e  had  stayed  behind  the  rest  of  the  delegation  (when  they  went 
before  Rasulullaah  £$31)  to  tie  their  animals  and  secure  their  belongings.  He 
then  took  out  his  bag,  removed  his  travelling  clothes  and  wore  his  best  clothes. 
When  he  made  his  way  to  Rasulullaah  Rasulullaah  £H»  was  reclining  with 
(1)  Tabraani  in  his  Awsat  and  Abu  Nu'aym  in  the  Awaali  of  Sa'eed  bin  Mansoor,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul 

Ummaal  {Vol.1  Pg.214).  in  his  Tafseer  (Vol.3  Pg.509)  Haafidh  Ibn  Katheer  has  commented  on  the 

narration. 
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his  legs  stretched  out.  As  he  approached  the  gathering,  the  people  made  way  for 
him,  saying,  'Sit  here,  O  Ashaj.'  Rasulullaah  SHI  was  now  sitting  up,  holding  his 
legs  up.  Rasulullaah  said,  'Sit  here,  O  Ashaj.'  He  sat  on  Rasulullaah  WB's 
right  hand  side  and,  sitting  up  straight,  Rasulullaah  welcomed  him  and 
treated  him  warmly.  Rasulullaah  g§$§  then  asked  him  about  his  land,  taking  the 
names  of  various  places  in  the  territory  of  Hajar,  such  as  Safa  and  Mushaqar. 
'May  my  parents  be  sacrificed  for  you,  O  Rasulullaah  i8§f!'  Mundhir  W&®$?>  said 
in  astonishment,  *You  know  the  names  of  our  towns  better  than  us.'  Rasulullaah 

said,  'I  have  travelled  extensively  through  your  land.' 
Rasulullaah  @i?  then  turned  to  the  Ansaar  saying,  'O  assembly  of  Ansaar!  Treat 
your  brothers  well  because  together  with  being  Muslims  like  you,  they  also 
resemble  you  most  closely  in  hair  and  complexion.  (Like  you)  They  have  accepted 
Islaam  willingly  and  have  neither  been  forced  to  accept  nor  was  there  any  need  to 
attack  and  fight  them  for  refusing  to  accept.'  (The  Ansaar  then  hosted  the  delegation). 
Some  time  later,  Rasulullaah  @H  asked  the  delegation,  'How  did  you  find  the 
hospitality  that  your  brothers  gave  you?'  They  replied,  'They  are  the  best  of 
brothers.  They  gave  us  soft  beds  to  sleep  in,  superb  food  to  eat  and  they  spent 
their  days  and  nights  teaching  us  the  Book  of  our  Rabb  and  the  Sunnah  of  our 
Nabi  @H.'  This  impressed  Rasulullaah  and  made  him  very  happy. 
Rasulullaah  then  turned  to  each  one  of  us  to  assess  what  we  had  learnt  and 
what  we  had  been  taught.  While  some  of  us  had  learnt  the  Tashahhud,  some  had 
learnt  Surah  Faatiha,  others  had  learnt  a  Surah,  others  two  Surahs  and  there 
were  also  others  who  had  learnt  one  or  two  Sunnah  practices."  The  narration  still 
continues  further  in  great  detail. 

Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed  Khudri  reports,  "We  were  sitting  with  Rasulullaah 

{£ii§  when  he  said,  'A  delegation  from  the  Abdul  Qais  have  come.'  We  could  see 
no  one,  but  after  a  short  while,  we  saw  that  they  had  arrived.  After  they  had 
greeted  Rasulullaah  he  said  to  them,  'Have  you  any  dates  or  any  provisions 
left  over?'  When  they  said  that  they  had,  Rasulullaah  had  a  leather  spread 
laid  out.  They  then  poured  out  the  dates  they  had  left  over  and  Rasulullaah 
gathered  the  Sahabah  itSSs®®  around.  Rasulullaah  then  said  to  them,  This 
date  is  called  Barni.'  He  then  proceeded  to  name  all  the  different  varieties  of 
dates  and  the  delegation  confirmed  all  the  names  as  correct. 
Thereafter,  Rasulullaah  gave  instructions  for  every  man  of  the  delegation  to 
be  hosted  by  one  of  the  Muslims,  who  would  teach  him  the  Qur'aan  and  salaah. 
They  stayed  a  week,  after  which  Rasulullaah  0#|  summoned  them  and  assessed 
that  they  had  not  yet  learnt  well  enough  and  had  not  yet  developed  a  keen 
understanding  (of  islaam).  Rasulullaah  then  handed  them  over  to  another 
group  of  Muslims,  with  whom  they  stayed  for  another  week.  When  Rasulullaah 
again  summoned  them  (and  assessed  them),  he  discovered  that  they  had 
learnt  well  and  developed  a  sound  understanding.  'O  Rasulullaah  ©si!'  they 
submitted,  'Allaah  has  taught  us  tremendous  good  and  granted  us 

(1)  Ahmad  (Vol.4  Pg.206),  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol. 8  Pg.178) 
and  by  Mundhiri  in  his  Targheeb  wat  Tarheeb  (Vol.4  Pg.152). 
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understanding.  However,  we  are  now  yearning  for  home.'  Rasulullaah  ©H  then 
permitted  them  to  return  home.  They  then  said,  'Why  don't  we  ask  Rasulullaah 
about  the  drinks  that  we  consume  in  our  land?'  ...  The  Hadith  then 
proceeds  to  cite  the  prohibition  of  consuming  drinks  fermented  in  pumpkin 
shells,  hollowed  wood  and  dyed  containers. (1) 

Acquiring  knowledge  While  Travelling 

Rasulullaah  £H§  Teaches  the  Injunctions  of  Deen 
While  Travelling  for  the  Farewell  Hajj 

Hadhrat  Jaabir  S3.Gs@S  narrates  that  after  living  in  Madinah  for  nine  years, 
Rasulullaah  @?§  did  not  perform  Hajj  until  the  announcement  was  made  one 
day  that  Rasulullaah  ®§§  would  be  performing  Hajj  that  year.  A  great  multitude 
of  people  then  arrived  in  Madinah  with  the  intention  of  following  Rasulullaah 
<H§g  and  doing  what  he  did.  There  were  still  five  days  left  of  Dhul  Qa'dah  when 
Rasulullaah  iSggi  left  (Madinah)  with  the  Sahabah  8SS».  It  was  when  they 
reached  Dhul  Hulayfah  that  Hadhrat  Muhammad  bin  Abu  Bakr  was  bom 

to  Hadhrat  Asmaa  bint  Umays  W%®&.  She  sent  a  message  to  ask  Rasulullaah 
£|$f  what  she  was  to  do,  Rasulullaah  ©si  replied  saying,  "Take  a  bath,  use  a 
cloth  to  hold  the  blood  and  enter  into  Ihraam." 

Rasulullaah  {SH  then  proceeded  further  and  it  was  when  his  camel  took  him  to 
Baydaa  that  he  called  out  the  Talbiya  of  Towheed  saying: 

dL&lj  vIJLJ  ll^Jlj  i^l  o\        iiJ  ^5  ^  ^3" 

The  Sahabah  i@J»'  also  recited  the  Talbiya  and  although  Rasulullaah  heard 
some  of  them  add  phrases  like  "  "  ("Dhal  Ma'aarij"),  he  did  not  rebuke  them. 
Hadhrat  Jaabir  5SJS&5s  says,  "The  people  in  front  of  Rasulullaah  ©Sf  reached  as 
far  as  I  could  see.  They  were  on  foot  and  on  animals.  Behind  Rasulullaah  ^§ 
were  just  as  many  people,  and  there  were  also  that  many  on  his  right  and  his  left. 
Rasulullaah  ©£1  was  in  our  midst  and  he  was  well  aware  of  the  meanings  of  the 
Qur'aanic  verses  that  came  to  him.  We  therefore  did  exactly  what  we  saw 
Rasulullaah        doing." (2) 

The  aspects  of  Deen  that  Rasulullaah  taught  the  Sahabah  fflsm  on  this 
journey  and  in  the  sermons  he  delivered  during  the  Hajj  will  be  quoted  in  the 
chapter  discussing  Hajj.  Some  of  it  has  however  passed  in  the  chapter  discussing 
learning  while  out  in  Jihaad. 

The  Incident  of  How  Hadhrat  Jaabir  Ghaadiri 
Acquired  Knowledge  during  Rasulullaah 
WtB's  Journey 

Hadhrat  Jaabir  bin  Azraq  Ghaadiri  says,  "I  was  riding  my  animal  and 

(1)  Abdur  Razzaaq,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  UmmaaI<yo\3  Pg.l  13). 

(2)  Ahmad,  as  quoted  in  AS  Bidaayah  wan  Nihaayah  (Vol. 5  Pg.  146). 
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carrying  my  provisions  when  I  came  to  Rasulullaah  I  rode  with  him  until 
we  reached  a  waypoint.  Rasulullaah  fUS  dismounted  and  entered  a  leather  tent, 
the  door  of  which  was  guarded  by  more  than  thirty  men  armed  with  whips.  As  I 
drew  closer,  one  of  them  started  pushing  me  away.  I  said,  'If  you  push  me,  I  shall 
push  you  and  if  you  hit  me,  I  shall  hit  you.'  'You  must  be  the  worst  of  all  men!'  he 
remarked.  'By  Allaah!'  I  retorted,  'You  are  worse  than  me.'  'How  is  that?'  he  asked. 
'I  have  come  form  the  far  ends  of  Yemen  to  listen  to  Rasulullaah  ©if  so  that  I 
may  report  back  to  my  people  at  home,  yet  you  are  pushing  me  away.'  You  are 
right,'  the  man  submitted,  '1  swear  by  Allaah  that  I  am  worse  than  you.' 
Rasulullaah  SHI  then  rode  on  and  it  was  from  the  Jamarah  Aqabah  in  Mina  that 
people  started  crowding  around  him  in  great  numbers  to  ask  him  questions. 
However,  because  of  their  large  numbers,  none  of  them  could  get  close  to  him.  A 
man  who  had  trimmed  (and  not  shaven  off)  his  hair  came  to  Rasulullaah 
saying,  'O  Rasulullaah  &H*l  Do  pray  that  Allaah  showers  His  mercy  on  me.' 
Rasulullaah  said,  'May  Allaah  shower  His  mercy  on  those  who  shave  off 
their  hair.'  Again  the  man  pleaded  saying,  'Do  pray  that  Allaah  showers  His  mercy 
on  me.'  Rasulullaah  repeated,  'May  Allaah  shower  His  mercy  on  those  who 
shave  off  their  hair.'  When  the  man  again  appealed,  'Do  pray  that  Allaah  showers 
His  mercy  on  me',  Rasulullaah  iH§  again  said,  'May  Allaah  shower  His  mercy 
on  those  who  shave  off  their  hair.'  After  Rasulullaah  SM*  repeated  this  three 
times,  the  man  went  to  have  his  hair  shaved  off.  Thereafter,  I  only  saw  men 
with  shaved  heads." <1} 

Allaama  Ibn  Jareer's  Interpretation  of  the  verse  "It  is  not  for  the  Mu'mineen  to 
proceed  (in  Jihaad)  all  together" 

Allaama  Ibn  Jareer  h?s  cited  numerous  interpretations  of  the  verse: 

It  is  not  for  the  Mu'mineen  to  proceed  (fn  Jihaad)  all  together 
(simultaneously  when  it  is  not  Fardh  for  all  to  participate).  Why  does  a 
small  group  from  every  large  party  not  proceed  to  attain  a  deep 
understanding  of  Deen  so  that  they  may  warn  their  people  when  they 
return  to  them  so  that  they  may  beware  (of  sin)?  {Surah  Taubah,  verse 

122} 

After  citing  them,  he  states:  "With  regard  to  the  phrase  "to  attain  a  deep 
understanding  of  Deen  so  that  they  may  warn  their  people  when  they  return  to 
them  so  that  they  may  beware"  the  most  correct  interpretation  is  that  of  those 
scholars  who  say  that  the  deep  understanding  of  Deen  is  attained  by  the  group 
proceeding  out  (in  Jihaad)  because  they  witness  first-hand  the  help  that  Allaah 
renders  to  the  people  of  the  Deen  and  to  the  companions  of  Rasulullaah  gilf 
against  the  enemies  and  Kuffaar.  It  is  by  this  first-hand  observation  that  they  can 

(1)  Abu  Nu'aym,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.3  Pg.49).  Ibn  Mandah  has  also  reported  the 
narration,  as  quoted  in  Isaabah  (Vol.  1  Pg.211). 
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make  unwary  people  understand  the  truth  of  Islaam  and  that  it  will  prevail  over 
all  other  religions.  At  the  same  time,  when  they  return  home,  they  may  warn  their 
own  people  against  doing  anything  that  will  attract  Allaah's  punishment  as  they 
had  witnessed  it  afflict  the  Mushrikeen  whom  they  had  conquered.  In  this  way, 
their  people  will  also  beware  (not  to  transgress  Allaah's  commands).  The  verse 
therefore  tells  us  that  when  these  people  warn  their  people  about  what  they  have 
seen,  their  people  would  take  heed  and  their  Imaan  in  Allaah  and  His  Rasool 
{^§1  would  increase  out  of  fear  that  they  should  not  be  afflicted  by  the 
punishment  that  afflicted  the  people  they  have  been  informed  about." (1) 

Combining  Jihaad  and  Acquiring  Knowledge 

The  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed  Khudri 

about  how  the  Sahabah  m%®&  Combined 
Fighting  Battles  with  Acquiring  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed  Khudri  W&®&  says,  "When  we  marched  to  battles,  we  would 
leave  behind  one  or  two  men  to  listen  to  Ahadeeth  from  Rasulullaah  and 
when  we  returned  from  the  battle,  they  would  narrate  to  us  all  that  Rasulullaah 
<&&i  said.  Therefore,  when  we  narrate  these  Ahadeeth,  we  can  say  that 
Rasulullaah       said  it." (2) 

Combining  Earning  and  Acquiring 
Knowledge 

The  Narration  of  Hadhrat  Anas  S!£@§>  about  how 
the  Sahabah  Combined  Earning  with 

Acquiring  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Thaabit  Bunaani  reports  that  Hadhrat  Anas  bin  Maalik  ©IS®© 
mentioned  seventy  men  from  the  Ansaar  who  would  go  to  a  specific  place  in 
Madinah  as  soon  as  night  fell.  They  would  then  spend  the  night  there  learning 
and  teaching  the  Qur'aan.  When  morning  arrived,  whoever  amongst  them  still 
had  some  strength  would  gather  firewood  and  fetch  drinking  water.  Those  who 
had  some  money  would  then  slaughter  a  goat,  prepare  the  meat  and  hang  it  at 
Rasulullaah  &§'s  rooms. 

Hadhrat  Anas  M§M®S>  continues,  "When  Khubayb  ©!£@£§5  was  martyred  (in 
Makkah),  Rasulullaah  (SSi?  dispatched  these  seventy  Sahabah  i@5a@s>  on  an 
expedition.  Amongst  the  group  was  my  uncle  Haraam  bin  Milhaan  JsJSSS®.  When 
they  approached  a  clan  belonging  to  the  Banu  Sulaym  tribe  (who  seemed 
antagonistic),  Haraam  addressed  the  leader  of  the  clan  saying,  'May  I 

inform  your  people  that  we  have  no  intention  of  attacking  them  so  that  they  may 
leave  us  alone.'  The  leader  agreed  but  it  was  when  Haraam  SP@e>  was 

(1)  lbnjareer  (Vol.11  Pg.51). 

(2)  Ibn  AM  Khaythama  and  Ibn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  UmmaaHyolS  Pg.240). 
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addressing  the  people  that  someone  thrust  a  spear  at  him  that  penetrated  right 
through  his  body.  When  Haraam  W&®&  felt  the  spear  strike  his  belly,  he 
exclaimed,  'Allaahu  Akbar!  I  swear  by  the  Rabb  of  the  Kabah  that  I  am  successful!' 
The  people  of  the  clan  then  attacked  the  other  Sahabah  and  did  not  spare 

anyone  to  tell  the  tale.  I  have  never  seen  Rasulullaah  fS§H  so  pained  about  any 
expedition  than  he  was  at  this.  In  fact,  every  time  Rasulullaah  £S$f  performed 
the  Fajr  salaah,  I  would  see  him  raise  his  hands  to  curse  the  people  of  the 
clan."  <D 

Hadhrat  Thaabit  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Anas  Js^S®?!  said,  "A  group  of  people  once 
approached  Rasulullaah  0®  with  the  request,  'Send  some  people  with  us  to 
teach  us  the  Qur'aan  and  the  Sunnah.'  Rasulullaah  {^Sir  sent  a  group  of  Ansaar 
with  them  who  were  referred  to  as  the  Qurra.  Amongst  the  Qurra  was  my  uncle 
Haraam  ®12@js>.  These  were  a  group  of  Sahabah  isSJS®e>  who  were  proficient  in 
the  Qur'aan  and  who  spent  the  nights  learning  and  teaching  the  Qur'aan.  During 
the  day  they  would  fetch  water  to  place  in  the  Masjid  and  also  gather  firewood  to 
sell.  The  profits  of  their  sales  were  then  employed  to  purchase  food  for  the  men 
of  Suffa  and  other  poor  people.  Nevertheless,  when  Rasulullaah  sent  them, 
they  were  attacked  and  martyred  before  they  could  even  reach  their  destination. 
Their  final  du'aa  was,  'O  Allaah!  Convey  the  message  to  Your  Nabi  on  our 
behalf  that  we  have  already  met  with  You,  that  we  are  pleased  with  You  and  that 
You  are  pleased  with  us.'  It  was  from  the  back  that  a  man  thrust  a  spear  right 
through  the  body  of  my  uncle  Haraam  S@@s>.  When  this  happened,  Haraam 
exclaimed,  'I  swear  by  the  Rabb  of  the  Kabah  that  I  am  successful!' 
Rasulullaah  (in  Madinah)  then  informed  the  Sahabah  isiS)2<@5gi  about  the 
situation  saying,  Your  brothers  have  been  martyred  and  have  prayed,  'O  Allaah! 
Convey  the  message  to  Your  Nabi  on  our  behalf  that  we  have  already  met 
with  You,  that  we  are  pleased  with  You  and  that  You  are  pleased  with  us."'(2) 

Hadhrat  Umar  W%Ms#j  and  his  Ansaari  Neighbour 
Take  turns  to  Learn 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  reports  that  Hadhrat  Umar  S)3i@e>  said,  "I 

had  an  Ansaari  neighbour  from  the  upper  reaches  of  Madinah  who  belonged  to 
the  Banu  Umayyah  bin  Zaid  tribe.  He  took  turns  with  me  in  attending  Rasulullaah 
^Ssl's  gatherings.  He  would  go  one  day  and  I  the  next  so  that  he  brought  me 
the  news  of  revelation  and  other  matters  the  day  he  went  and  I  brought  it  to 
him  the  day  I  went.  It  was  on  the  day  when  it  was  his  turn  that  he  came 
knocking  hard  on  my  door,  calling,  'Is  Umar  here!'  I  was  alarmed  and  came  out 
immediately.  'Something  serious  has  taken  place,'  he  said  ...  When  I  went  to  see 
Hafsah,  she  was  in  tears.  'Has  Rasulullaah  divorced  you?'  I  queried.  'I  do  not 
know,'  she  replied.  I  then  went  to  Rasulullaah  and  was  still  standing  when  I 
asked,  'Have  you  divorced  your  wives?'.  When  Rasulullaah  (i^i  declared  that  he 


(1)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.123). 

(2)  lbnSa'd(Vol.3Pg.514). 
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had  not,  I  cried  out  'Allaahu  Akbar!",(,) 

Hadhrat  Baraa  says  that  all  of  them  could 

not  Hear  Ahadeeth  from  Rasulullaah 

Hadhrat  Baraa  U»  says,  "All  of  us  (Sahabah  W&m\  were  unable  to  (exclusively 
devote  all  our  time  to)  listen  to  Ahadeeth  from  Rasulullaah  ®H  because^we  had 
properties  and  occupations  (that  kept  us  busy).  However,  during  those  days,  no 
one  spoke  lies  and  those  who  were  with  Rasulullaah  would  convey  the 
Ahadeeth  to  those  who  were  absent." (2) 

Hadhrat  Baraa  also  said,  "We  did  not  hear  every  Hadith  directly  from 

Rasulullaah  2§$|  but  our  companions  would  narrate  them  to  us  when  we  were 
(unable  to  be  with  Rasulullaah  @i?  because  we  were)  grazing  the  camels." 

Hadhrat  Talha  says  that  it  was  During  the 

Ends  of  the  day  that  they  went  to  Rasulullaah  (£§$| 

Hadhrat  Abu  Anas  Maalik  bin  Abu  Aamir  Asbahi  says  that  he  was  with  Hadhrat 
Talha  bin  Ubaydullaah  3SS3s©*S  when  a  man  came  to  him  saying,  "O  Abu 
Muhammad!  By  Allaah!  we  do  not  know  whether  that  Yamaani  (Hadhrat  Abu 
Hurayrah  3§3S$SS£»)  knows  more  about  Rasulullaah  than  the  rest  of  you 
(Sahabah  f@5SsS»)!  He  seems  to  be  making  stories  about  Rasulullaah  £ISI  that 
you  others  do  not  mention."  Hadhrat  Talha  S3fi8ffi®  replied,  "By  Allaah!  We  have 
no  doubts  about  the  fact  that  he  has  heard  from  Rasulullaah  ®§s  what  we  have 
not  heard  and  knows  what  we  do  not  know.  Because  we  were  independent 
people  with  houses  and  families,  we  would  go  to  Rasulullaah  at  the  two 
ends  of  the  day,  after  which  we  would  return  home.  On  the  other  hand,  Abu 
Hurayrah  was  a  poor  man  with  neither  wealth,  family  or  children.  He  was 

always  with  Rasulullaah  (3§s§  and  went  wherever  Rasulullaah  went.  We 
therefore  have  no  doubts  about  the  fact  that  he  knows  what  we  do  not  know 
and  has  heard  from  Rasulullaah  what  we  have  not  heard.  None  of  us 
(Sahabah  t&m%)  have  ever  accused  him  of  attributing  to  Rasulullaah  gftSI 
statements  that  he  never  made." (4) 

Learning  the  Deen  before  Earning  a  Living 

Hadhrat  Umar  SI2®g  said,  "None  may  trade  in  our  marketplace  unless  he  had 
developed  an  understanding  of  Deen  (enabling  him  to  trade  in  a  manner  that 
complies  with  the  Shari'ah)." <5) 

(1)  Bukhaari  (Vol.1  Pg.19). 

(2)  Haakim  (Vol.1  Pg.127),  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Dhahabi. 

(3)  Haakim  in  his  Ma'rifa  Uloomil  Hadith  \Pg.l4)  and  Ahmad,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as 
confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.lS4).  Abu  Nu'aym  has  reported  a  similar  narration,  as  quoted  in 
Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg.238). 

(4)  Haakim  (Vol.3  Pg.512). 

(5)  Tirmidhi,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.2  Pg.2i8). 
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Educating  one's  Family 

Hadhrat  Ali  ©!£@£>'s  Interpretation  of  the  verse: 
"Save  yourselves  and  your  families  from  the  Fire" 

Allaah  says  in  the  Qur'aan: 

"...  Save  yourselves  and  your  families  from  the  Fire  ..."  {Surah  Tahreem,  verse  6} 
in  his  commentary  of  the  above  verse,  Hadhrat  Ali  said,  "Educate 

yourselves  and  your  families  in  all  that  is  good."  ^' 

Another  narration  quotes  Hadhrat  Ali  JeK^'s  interpretation  as,  "Teach  them 
(your  families)  and  educate  them  in  good  etiquette  (manners)." (2) 

Rasulullaah        Instructs  People  to  Teach  and 
Educate  their  Families 

Hadhrat  Maalik  bin  Huwayrith  reports,  "We  were  a  few  youngsters  of 

similar  ages  when  we  came  to  Rasulullaah  and  stayed  with  him  for  twenty 
days.  When  Rasulullaah  ©si  sensed  that  we  were  yearning  for  home,  he  asked 
us  about  our  families  and  we  told  him  about  them.  Rasulullaah  was 
extremely  compassionate  and  merciful  so  he  said  to  us,  You  may  return  home. 
You  should  however  teach  your  families  (the  Deen  you*  have  learnt),  instruct 
them  (to  fulfil  the  requisites  of  Deen)  and  perform  your  salaah  as  you  have  seen 
me  performing  salaah.  When  the  time  for  salaah  arrives'  one  of  you  should  call 
out  the  Adhaan  and  the  eldest  amongst  you  should  lead  the  salaah"(3) 

Learning  the  Language  of  the  Enemy  and 
of  Others  for  Sake  of  Deen 

Rasulullaah        Instructs  Hadhrat  Zaid  to 
Learn  the  Jewish  Language 

Hadhrat  Zaid  bin  Thaabit  SSSSg  says,  "When  Rasulullaah  (SS  just  arrived  in 
Madinah  and  I  was  brought  before  him,  the  people  said,  'O  Rasulullaah  @g§! 
This  boy  from  the  Banu  Najjaar  tribe  has  already  learnt  seventeen  of  the  Surahs 
that  have  been  revealed  to  you.'  When  I  then  recited  to  Rasulullaah  8§HI,  he  was 
very  impressed  and  said,  'O  Zaid!  Would  you  learn  how  to  write  the  Jewish 
language  because  l  swear  by  Allaah,  I  do  not  trust  them  to  write  for  me.'  I  started 
learning  the  language  and  it  was  barely  half  a  month  later  that  I  had  mastered 
it.  I  was  therefore  Rasulullaah  ii&ll's  scribe  when  he  wrote  to  the  Jews  and  I 
would  read  to  him  the  letters  they  wrote  to  him."  ^ 

(1)  Haakim,  as  quoted  in  Targheeb  wat  Tarheeb  (Vol.l  Pg.85). 

(2)  Tabari  in  his  Tafseer  (Vol.28  Pg.107). 

(3)  Bukhaari  in  his  Adab  (Pg.33). 

(4)  Abu  Ya'ia  and  lbn  Asaakir. 
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in  another  narration,  Hadhrat  Zaid  iXSs&Sgi  says,  "Rasulullaah  once  asked 
me,  'Do  you  know  the  Syriac  language  well  because  letters  written  in  that 
language  come  to  me?'  when  I  declared  that  I  did  not,  Rasulullaah  requested 
me  to  learn  it.  I  then  learnt  the  language  in  seventeen  days."  (1) 
Yet  another  narration  states  that  Rasulullaah  {S®  once  said  to  Hadhrat  Zaid 
igS3®SJ,  "Certain  letters  come  to  me  that  I  would  not  like  just  anyone  to  read  for 
me.  Would  it  be  possible  for  you  to  learn  to  write  in  the  Hebrew  or  syriac 
language?"  Hadhrat  Zaid  SI*@SS  complied  and  learnt  it  in  seventeen  days. (2) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Zubayr  understands 
the  Language  of  his  Slaves 

Hadhrat  Umar  bin  Qais  says,  "Although  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Zubayr  SS2®^ 
had  a  hundred  slaves,  all  of  whom  spoke  a  different  language,  he  was  capable 
of  speaking  to  each  of  them  in  his  own  language.  Whenever  I  saw  him  engaged 
in  any  worldly  affair,  I  would  say,  'Here  is  a  man  who  does  not  think  of  Allaah  for 
the  blinking  of  an  eye.'  Then  when  I  would  see  him  engaged  in  any  matter  of  the 
Aakhirah,  I  would  say,  'Here  is  a  man  who  does  not  think  of  this  world  for  the 
blinking  of  an  eye."'(3) 

Hadhrat  Umar  SsKSiffigg  Instructs  the  Study  of 
Astronomy  and  Genealogy 

Hadhrat  Umar  said,  "Study  as  much  astronomy  as  will  assist  you  to 

navigate  over  land  and  sea  during  the  darkness.  Thereafter  you  should  stop." (4' 
Another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Umar  said,  "Study  as  much 

astronomy  as  will  assist  you  in  navigation  and  study  as  much  genealogy  as 
will  assist  you  in  maintaining  good  family  ties." (5) 

Hadhrat  Ali  W$$&j  Instructs  Hadhrat  Abul  As  wad 
Duwali  to  Write  the  Fatha,  Dhamma  and  Kasra 
into  the  Qur'aanic  Text 

Hadhrat  Sa'sa'a  bin  Sowhaan  narrates  that  a  Bedouin  once  came  to  Hadhrat  Ali 
W$$6&i>  and  asked,  "O  Ameerul  Mu'mineen!  How  do  you  recite  the  verse:1*}  *lf  £  % 
(oyfcul)  ('Only  those  who  take  steps  shall  eat  it  (the  filth  of  Jahannam)')?  By 
Allaah!  Every  one  of  us  takes  steps!"  Hadhrat  Ali  W8&®&  smiled  and  recited  the 
verse  thus: 

"Only  the  sinners  shall  eat  it  (in  Jahannam)."  {Surah  Haaqqa,  verse  37} 
The  Bedouin  then  said,  'You  have  spoken  the  truth,  O  Ameerul  Mu'mineen.  It  is 

(1)  Abu  Ya'la,  lbn  Asaakir  and  Ibn  Abi  Dawood. 

(2)  lbn  Abi  Dawood  and  ibn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Muntakhab  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.5  pg.  1 85).  Ibn  Sa'd 
(Vol.4  Pg.174)  has  reported  a  similar  narration. 

(3)  Haakim  (Vol.3  Pg.549)  and  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.  1  Pg.334). 

(4)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Ilm. 

(5)  Hannaad,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg.234). 
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not  like  Allaah  to  just  leave  His  servant  (in  jahannam)."  Hadhrat  All  SJISSfe'  then 
turned  to  Hadhrat  Abul  Aswad  Duwali  and  said,  "All  types  of  non-Arabs  are 
entering  into  the  fold  of  Islaam,  so  include  something  (in  the  Qur'aanic  script)  by 
which  they  may  receive  guidance  to  recite  properly."  It  was  then  that  the  Fatha, 
Dhamma  and  Kasra(,)  were  written. (2) 

For  A  Leader  to  Appoint  someone  to  Teach  the  People 

Hadhrat  Urwa  *SS2i!g  reports  that  when  Rasulullaah  tgH  left  for  Hunayn,  he 
appointed  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  JgJSSSli  over  the  people  of  Makkah  with 
instructions  to  teach  the  Qur'aan  to  the  people  and  to  create  an  understanding  of 
Deen  amongst  them.  Thereafter,  when  Rasulullaah  left  for  Madinah,  he 
again  appointed  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  jabal  W$M>  over  the  people  of  Makkah. (3) 
Hadhrat  Mujaahid  narrates  that  Rasulullaah  appointed  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin 
Jabal  H3J3@si  over  the  people  of  Makkah  when  he  left  for  Hunayn  so  that  he 
should  create  an  understanding  of  Deen  amongst  them  and  teach  them  the 
Qur'aan.(4) 

Can  a  Leader  Prevent  Someone  from 
Proceeding  in  the  path  of  Allaah  for  the 
sake  of  Knowledge? 

Hadhrat  Umar  Confines  Hadhrat  Zaid  bin 

Thaabit  in  Madinah  to  Teach  the  People 

Hadhrat  Qaasim  narrates  that  whenever  Hadhrat  Umar  Wffi&&  left  on  a  journey, 
he  would  leave  Hadhrat  Zaid  bin  Thaabit  as  his  deputy  in  Madinah. 

Whereas  Hadhrat  Umar  W$&?>  used  to  dispatch  men  to  various  cities  (for 
teaching),  he  would  send  Hadhrat  Zaid  bin  Thaabit  Wg@£®  only  for  the  most  vital 
tasks  (but  would  otherwise  keep  him  in  Madinah).  When  requests  were  made  (by 
the  people  of  the  various  lslaamic  territories)  to  send  specific  people  and  Hadhrat 
Zaid  SjsSKsS  was  asked  for  by  name;  Hadhrat  Umar  SJlSfei.  would  say,  "Zaid's 
status  in  my  estimation  has  not  fallen  at  all.  1  keep  him  back  only  because  the 
people  of  Madinah  need  Zaid  in  the  matters  they  encounter  and  cannot  get  from 
anyone  else  what  they  get  from  him."(5) 

Hadhrat  Saalim  bin  Abdullaah  says,  "We  were  with  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar 
SS£u3>*  the  day  Hadhrat  Zaid  bin  Thaabit  SSS@g>  passed  away.  'A  great  Aalim  has 
passed  away  today,'  I  remarked. 'MayAllaah  shower  His  mercy  on  him  today,'  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Umar  JlPiife'  commented,  'He  was  certainly  a  great  Aalim  and 
academic  during  the  Khilaafah  of  Umar  *S5!S@^.  While  Umar  dispatched 

(1)  These  are  the  diacritical  marks  found  above  and  beneath  Arabic  letters  indicating  which  vowel 
sound  is  to  be  read. 

(2)  Bayhaqi,  Ibn  Asaakir  and  Ibn  Najjaar,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaai '(Vol.5  Pg.237). 

(3)  Haakim  (Vol.3  Pg.270). 

(4)  Ibn  Sa'd(Vol.4Pg.l64). 

(5)  ibn  Sa'd(Vol.4pg.i74). 


www.islamicbulletin.com 
236 


THE  LIVES  OF  THE  SAHABAH  'fS&^MsB  (Vol-3) 


many  people  to  the  various  cities  an  forbade  them  from  passing  verdicts  by  their 
own  judgment,  Zaid  used  to  sit  in  Madinah  and  pass  verdicts  for  the 

people  of  Madinah  and  those  coming  from  outside."'*1) 

Hadhrat  Zaid  bin  Thaabit  Teaches  People 

During  the  Khilaafah  of  Hadhrat  Uthmaan 
and  the  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Umar  *s§3!3@£> 
Concerning  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh 
Leaving  for  Shaam 
Hadhrat  Abu  Abdur  Rahmaan  Sulami  reports  that  he  used  to  recite  the  Qur'aan  to 
Hadhrat  Uthmaan  However,  Hadhrat  Uthmaan  5S3!3s@®  once  told  him,  "If 

you  continue  to  do  this,  you  will  be  distracting  me  from  tending  to  public 
matters.  You  had  rather  go  to  Zaid  bin  Thaabit  W&j&frj  because  he  has  more  time 
for  this.  Recite  to  him  because  his  and  my  recitation  is  the  same,  without  any 
differences  whatsoever." (2) 

The  narration  has  already  passed*3'  in  which  Hadhrat  Ka'b  bin  Maalik 
narrates  that  Hadhrat  Umar  W&fiUte  used  to  say,  "The  departure  of  Hadhrat 
Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  to  Shaam  was  an  event  that  presented  much  difficulty 

to  Madinah  and  its  people  with  regard  to  questions  of  Islaamic  jurisprudence  and 
the  religious  rulings  (Fataawa)  that  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  issued.  I  had  spoken 

to  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  about  keeping  Hadhrat  Muaa'dh  W&@&  behind  (in 

Madinah)  because  the  people  needed  him  but  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  JsJJSSsS©  refused 
this  request  saying,  'I  cannot  stop  a  man  who  wants  to  go  somewhere  in  search 
of  martyrdom.'  I  responded  by  saying,  'By  Allaahl  When  a  person  is  serving 
important  interests  of  his  townspeople,  he  will  be  blessed  with  the  status  of  a 
martyr  even  as  he  lies  on  his  bed  in  his  own  home."' 

Dispatching  the  Sahabah  to 
Various  Lands  for  Teaching 

Rasulullaah        Dispatches  a  Group  of  Sahabah 
to  Educate  the  Udhal  and  Qaara  Tribes 

Hadhrat  Aasim  bin  umar  bin  Qataadah  narrates  that  delegates  from  the  Udhal 
and  Qaara  tribes,  both  branches  of  the  Jadeelah  clan,  came  to  Rasulullaah 
after  the  Battle  of  Uhud.  They  requested  Rasulullaah  saying,  "Islaam  has 
come  to  our  land,  so  please  send  some  of  your  companions  with  us  to  teach 
us  the  Qur'aan  and  assist  us  in  understanding  Islaam."  Rasulullaah  &S®£  then 
sent  six  Sahabah  the  Ameer  of  whom  was  Hadhrat  Marthad  bin  Abu 

(1)  lbnSa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.  176). 

(2)  lbn  Ambaari,  as  quoted  in  Muntakhab  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg.  184). 

(3)  Under  the  heading  "The  Enthusiasm  of  the  Sahabah  $®m&  to  March  in  Jihaad  for  the  Pleasure  of 
Allaah"  and  the  subheading  "The  Incident  of  Hadhrat  Umar  WSm  and  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  SKS@s 
Concerning  the  Departure  of  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  3s3K@g" 
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Marthad  who  was  a  close  friend  of  Hadhrat  Hamzah  bin  Abdul  Muttalib 

ISSgg®.  The  Hadith  then  continues  to  speak  about  the  Battle  of  Rajee. (1) 

Rasulullaah        Sends  Hadhrat  Ali  and 
Hadhrat  Abu  Ubaydah  bin  Jarraah 
to  Yemen 

Hadhrat  Ali  *13J3@©  narrates,  "Some  people  from  Yemen  once  came  to 
Rasulullaah  saying,  'Please  send  to  us  someone  who  will  help  us  develop  an 
understanding  of  the  Deen,  who  will  teach  us  the  Sunnah  and  judge  between  us 
by  the  Book  of  Allaah.'  Rasulullaah  said,  "O  Ali!  Go  to  the  people  of  Yemen, 
develop  an  understanding  of  Deen  amongst  them,  teach  them  the  Sunnah  and 
judge  between  them  by  the  Book  of  Allaah.'  1  responded  by  saying,  'But  the 
people  of  Yemen  are  a  foolish  bunch  who  will  bring  me  cases  about  which  I  will 
have  no  knowledge.'  Rasulullaah  placed  his  hand  on  my  chest  and 
reassured  me  saying,  'Go.  Allaah  shall  guide  your  heart  and  make  your  tongue 
unwavering.'  (By  the  blessings  of  this  du'aa)  Until  this  day,  I  have  never  doubted 
any  judgement  l  have  passed  between  two  persons."  *2) 

Hadhrat  Anas  i§J£@©  narrates  that  some  people  from  Yemen  once  approached 
Rasulullaah  with  the  request,  "Do  send  with  us  someone  who  will  teach  us 
the  Qur'aan."  Rasulullaah  i31§  took  hold  of  the  hand  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Ubaydah 
bin  Jarraah  and  sent  him  with  them  saying,  "This  is  the  most  trustworthy 

person  of  this  Ummah."  (3)  Another  narration  states  that  the  people  of  Yemen 
requested  Rasulullaah  ®i§  for  someone  who  would  teach  them  the  Sunnah  and 
Islaam.W 

Rasulullaah        Sends  Hadhrat  Amr  bin  Hazam 
mm&,  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ashari  m$m  and 
Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  to  Yemen 

Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  bin  Muhammad  bin  Amr  bin  Hazam  said,  "Here  with  us  is  the 
letter  (of  appointment)  that  Rasulullaah  had  written  for  Hadhrat  Amr  bin 
Hazam  when  Rasulullaah  JUS  sent  him  to  Yemen  to  educate  the  people 

(in  islaam),  to  teach  them  the  Sunnah  and  to  collect  their  zakaah.  The  letter  was 
an  undertaking  from  Hadhrat  Amr  bin  Hazam  S&SS©  and  a  briefing.  The  letter 
stated: 

"in  the  name  of  Allaah,  the  Most  Kind,  the  Most  Merciful 
This  is  a  letter  from  Allaah  and  His  Rasool  {SIS. 


O  you  who  have  Imaan,  fulfil  the  undertakings  you  make.  {Surah 
Maa'idah,  verse  1 }  

(1 )  Haakim  (Vol.3  Pg.222). 

(2)  ibn  Jareer,  as  quoted  in  Mwtakhab  Kanzul  Ummaal '(Vol.5  Pg.37). 

(3)  Haakim  (Vol  .3  Pg.267). 

(4)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.3  Pg,299). 
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This  is  an  undertaking  that  Muhammad  Rasulullaah  t)^B  is  making  with  Amr  bin 
Hazam  when  dispatching  him  to  Yemen.  His  instructions  are  to  have  Taqwa  in  all 
matters  because  verily  Allaah  loves  those  who  have  Taqwa  and  those  who  do 

good."  C 

Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  reports  that  Rasulullaah  (SSSS  send  him  and 

Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  jabal  SSSsW  to  Yemen  with  instructions  to  teach  the 

Qur'aan  to  the  people.  ^) 

Rasulullaah        Sends  Hadhrat  Ammaar  to 
a  Clan  belonging  to  the  Qais  Tribe 

Hadhrat  Ammaar  bin  Yaasir  @©i*e>  relates,  "Rasulullaah  once  sent  me  to  a 
clan  belonging  to  the  Qais  tribe  to  teach  them  the  Shari'ah  of  islaam.  However,  I 
found  them  to  be  like  wild  camels,  with  their  gazes  always  aspiring  for  more  and 
with  no  other  interests  besides  their  goats  and  camels.  I  therefore  returned  to 
Rasulullaah  {JSlf,  who  asked,  'O  Ammaar!  What  happened?'  When  I  related  to 
Rasulullaah  what  the  people  were  like  and  how  indifferent  they  were, 
Rasulullaah  iS§£§  said,  'O  Ammaar!  Should  I  not  inform  you  of  people  even 
stranger  than  these?  They  are  people  who  know  what  these  people  are  ignorant 
of  and  are  still  indifferent  towards  it  as  these  people  are."'(3) 

Hadhrat  Umar  Dispatches  Hadhrat 

Ammaar  W&ffi&j  and  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Mas'ood  W&££>  to  Kufa  and  sends  Hadhrat 
Imraan  to  Basrah 

Hadhrat  Haaritha  bin  Mudarrib  narrates  that  he  read  the  letter  Hadhrat  Umar 
Wi%!&£  wrote  to  the  people  of  Kufa.  The  letter  read: 

"I  have  sent  Ammaar  as  your  governor  and  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  3I3J2@£ 

as  your  teacher  and  advisor.  These  two  are  from  amongst  the  choicest 
companions  of  Rasulullaah  so  listen  to  them  and  follow  them.  Take  note 
that  I  have  given  precedence  to  you  people  over  myself  by  sending  Abdullaah  bin 
Mas'ood  S55@s  to  you  (because  I  require  him  here  in  Madinah)." (4) 
Hadhrat  Abul  Aswad  Duwali  says,  "When  I  arrived  in  Basrah,  Hadhrat  Imraan  bin 
Husayn  Abu  Nujayd  SlSSaSs  was  there.  Hadhrat  Umar  bin  Khattaab  WS%&9  had 
sent  him  there  to  create  an  understanding  of  Deen  amongst  the  people." (5) 

Hadhrat  Umar  Dispatches  Hadhrat 

Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  and  Hadhrat  Abu 

Dardaa  ©!&@£>  to  Shaam 

Hadhrat  Muhammad  bin  Ka'b  Qurazi  reports  that  only  five  persons  (from 

(1)  Ibn  Abi  Haatim,  as  quoted  in  the  TafseerotVon  KaUieer  (Vol.2  Pg.3). 

(2)  Abu  Nu'ayrn  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.256). 

(3)  Bazzaar  and  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer,  as  quoted  in  Targheeb  wat  Tarheeb  (Vol.  1  Pg.9 1 ) . 

(4)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.6  rg.7). 

(5)  lbn  Sa'd  (vol.7Pg.10). 
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amongst  the  Ansaar)  had  memorised  the  entire  Qur'aan  during  the  lifetime  of 
Rasulullaah  {gjeSIL  These  were  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  Hadhrat 
Ubaadah  bin  Saamit  SIS®?),  Hadhrat  Ubay  bin  Ka'b  S32®g, Hadhrat  Abu  Ayyoob 
Wffim  and  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  It  was  during  the  Khilaafah  of  Hadhrat 

Umar  that  Hadhrat  Yazeed  bin  Abu  Sufyaan  m%&?>  wrote  to  Hadhrat 

l)  mar  *U2s&®  with  the  request,  "The  population  of  Shaam  is  great.  The  cities  are 
overflowing  with  people  who  have  accepted  Islaam  and  are  in  dire  need  of  people 
to  teach  them  the  Qur'aan  and  to  create  an  understanding  of  Deen  amongst 
them.  O  Ameerul  Mu'mineen!  Do  assist  me  by  sending  men  who  will  teach  them." 
Hadhrat  Umar  Slt»@g  then  sent  for  the  five  Ansaar  mentioned  and  said  to  them, 
"Your  brothers  in  Shaam  have  pleaded  to  me  to  send  to  them  people  who  will  be 
able  to  teach  them  the  Qur'aan  and  create  and  understanding  of  Deen  amongst 
the  people.  Please  assist  me  with  three  of  you.  May  Allaah  shower  His  Mercy  on 
you!  You  may  draw  lots  if  you  please,  or  if  there  are  any  volunteers  amongst  you, 
they  may  leave  immediately."  "There  is  no  need  to  draw  lots,"  they  submitted, 
"While  this  man  Abu  Ayyoob  ®tS@©  is  too  old,  this  man  Ubay  bin  Ka'b  is 
ill."  It  was  therefore  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  jabal  USSSBS®,  Hadhrat  Ubaadah  bin 
Saamit  and  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  who  went. 

Hadhrat  Umar  W&gs&'s  instructions  to  them  was,  "Start  with  Hims  because  there 
is  a  variety  of  people  there  and  there  you  will  find  such  people  who  learn  very 
quickly.  When  you  identify  such  people,  direct  the  others  towards  them  (to  learn). 
When  you  are  eventually  satisfied  with  the  people  there,  one  of  you  may  remain 
behind  while  the  second  proceeds  to  Damascus  and  the  third  to  Palestine." 
The  three  Sahabah  therefore  proceeded  to  Hims,  where  they  stayed  until 

they  were  satisfied  with  the  (learning  of  the)  people.  Hadhrat  Ubaadah 
stayed  on  there  while  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  proceeded  to  Damascus  and 

Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  SSS@s&  to  Palestine.  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  stayed  on  in 

Palestine  until  he  passed  away  there  in  the  plague  of  Amwaas.  Hadhrat 
Ubaadah  bin  Saamit  <&£&9  then  left  for  Palestine  and  also  passed  away  there. 
As  for  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  S»2@?S,  he  lived  in  Damascus  until  his  death. (1) 

Undertaking  Journeys  in  Search 
of  knowledge 

Hadhrat  Jaabir  Travels  to  Shaam  and  to 

Egypt  to  Hear  Two  Ahadeeth  of  Rasulullaah  £Hi 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Muhammad  bin  Aqeel  reports  that  he  once  heard  Hadhrat 
jaabir  SiSs®!®  say,  "The  news  once  reached  me  that  there  was  a  man  who  had 
heard  a  particular  Hadith  from  Rasulullaah  I  purchased  a  camel,  tied  a 
carriage  to  it  and  rode  for  a  month  until  I  reached  Shaam.  When  I  discovered  that 
the  man  was  Abdullaah  bin  Unays  SSSffi®,  I  (went  to  his  house  and)  said  to  his 

(1)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.172)  and  Haakim,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.  1  Pg.281).  Bukhaari  has 
reported  a  similar  narration  in  his  Taareekh  Sagheer  (Pg.22). 
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usher,  'Tell  him  that  Jaabir  is  at  the  door.'  'The  son  of  Abdullaah?'  he  enquired. 
When  I  replied  in  the  affirmative,  Abdullaah  bin  Unays  SJlia©*  rushed  out, 
tripping  over  his  clothes  (in  the  rush).  He  hugged  me  and  I  hugged  him,  after 
which  1  asked,  'A  Hadith  narrated  by  you  has  reached  me  concerning  retribution. 
(I  have  come  to  you  because)  I  feared  that  either  you  or  me  would  die  before  I 
had  the  opportunity  of  hearing  it  (directly  from  you)." 

Abdullaah  bin  Unays  said,  "I  heard  Rasulullaah        say,  "On  the  Day  of 

Qiyaamah  Allaah  shall  resurrect  people  naked,  uncircumcised  and 
empty-handed.'  When  someone  asked  one  "of  the  narrators  what  was  meant  by 
empty-handed,  he  replied  that  people  will  have  nothing  of  their  worldly 
possessions  with  them.  Then  in  a  voice  that  those  far  off  can  hear  just  as  well  as 
those  nearby,  Allaah  will  make  an  announcement  stating,  'I  am  the  One  Who  pays 
back  in  full  and  I  am  the  Master!  it  is  not  proper  for  any  person  destined  for 
Jahannam  to  enter  Jahannam  while  a  person  in  Jannah  owes  him  some  right  that 
I  have  not  claimed  for  him.  Similarly,  it  is  not  proper  for  any  person  destined  for 
Jannah  to  enter  Jannah  while  a  person  in  Jahannam  owes  him  some  right  that  I 
have  not  claimed  for  him/even  though  it  may  be  retribution  for  a  single  slap.'  We 
asked,  'How  will  this  retribution  be  done  when  people  will  be  naked, 
uncircumcised  and  empty-handed?'  Rasulullaah  SiH  replied,  'It  will  be  done  with 
good  and  bad  deeds  (people  will  pay  for  their  injustices  by  giving  their  good 
deeds  to  the  wronged  party  and  when  their  good  deeds  are  exhausted,  they  will 
be  burdened  with  the  sins  of  the  wronged  party).'"*1' 

Hadhrat  Jaabir  says,  "I  used  to  hear  a  Hadith  from  Rasulullaah  ®§l  concerning 

retribution  which  was  being  narrated  by  someone  in  Egypt.  I  therefore  purchased 
a  camel  and  travelled  until  I  reached  Egypt.  I  then  headed  for  the  door  of  the 
man. . ."  The  Hadith  is  then  similar  to  the  one  above. (2) 

Hadhrat  Maslamah  bin  Mukhallad  narrates,  "It  was  during  the  period  that 

I  was  governor  of  Egypt  that  my  usher  once  came  to  me  saying,  'There  is  a 
Bedouin  at  the  door  riding  a  camel  who  is  requesting  to  see  you.'  Who  are  you?'  I 
asked.  'I  am  Jaabir  bin  Abdullaah  of  the  Ansaar,'  he  replied.  Looking  at  him  (from 
the  upper  storey),  I  said,  'I  can  come  down  to  you  or,  if  you  prefer,  you  may  come 
up  here.'  He  said,  'Neither  should  you  come  down,  nor  shall  I  be  coming  up.  I 
have  heard  that  you  narrate  a  particular  Hadith  from  Rasulullaah  @S?  about 
concealing  the  faults  of  a  Mu'min.  I  have  come  to  listen  to  it.'  I  said,  'I  have  heard 
Rasulullaah  (HHr  say  that  the  person  who  conceals  a  fault  of  a  Mu'min  is  like 
one  who  has  given  life  to  a  girl  who  has  been  buried  alive.1  He  then  whipped 
his  camel  to  lead  it  back  home." <3' 

Hadhrat  Muneeb  narrates  from  his  uncle  that  the  news  once  reached  a  particular 
Sahabi  S13@I>  that  another  Sahabi  '&X&®%  was  narrating  a  Hadith  stating  that 
when  a  Muslim  conceals  the  faults  of  his  fellow  Muslim  brother  in  this  world, 

(1)  Ahmad  and  Tabraani.  Haythamf  (Vol.1  Pg.133)  has  co.nmented  on  the  chain  of  narrators.  Bukhaari 
in  his  Adab  and  Abu  Ya'la  have  reported  a  similar  narration,  as  quoted  in  Fat'hul  Baari  (Vol.1 
Pg.127),  as  have  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.93)  and  Haakim. {Vol.4  Pg.574). 

(2)  Tabraani  in  Masnadush  Shaami'een  and  Tammaam  in  his  Fawaa'id,  as  quoted  in  Fat'hul  Baari. 

(3)  Tabraani  in  his  Awsat.  Haythami  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 
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Allaah  shall  conceal  his  faults  on  the  Day  of  Qiyaamah.  He  therefore  travelled  all 
the  way  to  Egypt  to  ask  the  Sahabi  SJfiSSSs  about  the  Hadith.  The  other  Sahabi 
Ws®£j  confirmed  saying,  "Yes,  1  have  heard  Rasulullaah  say  that  when  a 
Muslim  conceals  the  faults  of  his  fellow  Muslim  brother  in  this  world,  Allaah 
shall  conceal  his  faults  on  the  Day  of  Qiyaamah."  The  first  Sahabi  §3S5@ii  then 
said,  "I  too  have  heard  this  Hadith  from  Rasulullaah  WM"m 

Hadhrat  Abu  Ayyoob  Ansaari  Travels  to 

Egypt  to  Hear  a  Hadith  from  Hadhrat  Uqba 
bin  Aamir  St@@gi 

Hadhrat  ibn  Jurayj  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Ayyoob  Ansaari  SM&SI  travelled  all 
the  way  to  Egypt  to  see  Hadhrat  Uqba  bin  Aamir  S3©®s>,  When  he  arrived  there, 
he  said,  "I  wish  to  ask  you  about  a  Hadith  that  besides  you  and  I,  no  other 
companion  of  Rasulullaah  £HS§  survives  who  had  heard  it.  What  did  you  hear 
Rasulullaah  say  about  concealing  the  faults  of  a  Muslim?"  Hadhrat  Uqba 
replied,  "I  have  heard  Rasulullaah  say,  "Whoever  conceals  the  fault 
of  a  Mu'min  in  this  world,  Allaah  shall  conceal  his  faults  on  the  Day  of 
Qiyaamah."'  Hadhrat  Abu  Ayyoob  JSB^SSsS  then  returned  to  Madinah  and  had 
already  narrated  the  Hadith  to  others  before  even  alighting  from  his 
conveyance. (2) 

Hadhrat  Uqba  bin  Aamir  Travels  to  see 

Hadhrat  Maslama  bin  Mukhallad  ©12^  and 
another  Sahabi  Travels  to  see  Hadhrat 

Fudhaala  bin  Ubayd 

Hadhrat  Makhool  narrates  that  when  Hadhrat  Uqba  bin  Aamir  JiSSiSs  went  to 
see  Hadhrat  Maslama  bin  Mukhallad  JgJSSsSSg,  an  argument  ensued  between  the 
usher  and  Hadhrat  Uqba  Hearing  the  voice  of  Hadhrat  Uqba  §JS3@!», 

Hadhrat  Maslama  S.e!®eS  permitted  him  entry.  (When  he  entered)  Hadhrat  Uqba 
SS^ffife'  said,  "I  have  not  come  merely  to  visit  you,  but  have  come  for  an  urgent 
need.  Do  you  remember  the  day  when  Rasulullaah  (SS  said,  'If  a  person 
conceals  a  sin  that  he  knows  his  brother  committed,,  Allaah  will  conceal  his  sins 
on  the  Day  of  Qiyaamah'?"  When  Hadhrat  Maslama  confirmed  that  he  did 

remember,  Hadhrat  Uqba  W$&®  said,  That  is  why  I  have  come." (3) 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Buraydah  narrates  that  a  Sahabi  JgBSSISSi  once  travelled  all 
the  way  to  Egypt  to  see  Hadhrat  Fudhala  bin  Ubayd  §S3@JSs  about  a  Hadith.  (4> 
Another  similar  narration  adds  the  Sahabi  S?33afe'  came  to  Hadhrat  Fudhala 

at  a  time  when  he  was  feeding  his  camel.  When  Hadhrat  Fudhala 
welcomed  the  Sahabi  S3!3®S,  he  said,  "1  have  not  come  on  a  mere  visit.  Both  you 

(1)  Ahmad.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.134)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(2)  Ahmad.  A  similar  narration  has  been  reported  by  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  isti'aab  (Vol.  1  Pg.93). 

(3)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeerand  Awsat,  as  quoted  by  Haythami  (Voll  Pg.l34|. 

(4)  Abu  Dawood.  as  quoted  in  Fat'hul  Baari  (Vol.1  Pg.128). 
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jj1  i  '  her<.  a 'part  it'  i\  {tori  ?a  1  lOllaah  ~:V  >> 1  {haw  £  ie;m 
fttee)t;6ape  that  you  ^tfil;  retndmbet  iig'-av^ateaefttacffih??'  -ftaaftifct  l^rMia 
a&si&s  asked  Th£  serration  continues  further  (1)  - 

Hadhrat  Ubaydullaah  bin  Adi  I  ravels  ^  si?€ 

Hadhrat  Ali  ISgggg  and  the  Statement  Of  Hadhrat 

Hadhrat  Ubaydullaah  bin  A^jgSaijgg        '^herU|heard  that  Hadhrat  Ali 
knew  a  particulai  '    lit!   M  i    J    >  t  i*  1  J  <  assed  awa\  I    ould  be  unable  to 
hear  it  from  anyone  else.  I  therefore  embarked  on  my'jpufhey  until'  I  reached  him  m 
rraq        \nn'r  r  r  arrat  i  n   d  1       Mi  jfirat  Ubaydull    w  i  in  fl  li     S  -  aid 
^ii  nl  iri'l.mi,1   j;„.    i     i    he  t    lith/he  nai  rated  it  tc  m   h  Jt  then 
made  j    pi  i       hat  I  would      er  report  It     anyone  e        wish  that  hi  ad 
i  )t  dom  hat  so  tl     i  ouk  have  narratec  I  '•  yoi  people." 
The  statement  of  Hudhi  1  <\bd  i  laah  t  m  Mas.'  d  ;^.'>V,  -..1311  shoitly  be  jelutc 
n  which  he  said  'if  l  knew  rf  anyone  who  has  more  knowledge  of  Ahaofr- 
Book  than  l  I  would  deliruteU  travel  to  hirn  '  ' ' 

Hadhrat  Abdulfaah  bin  Mas'ood  i£&Sis6  also  said,  "if  a  camel  could  take  me  to  a 
person  who  has  more  knowledge  of  what  has  been  revealed  to  Muhammil'^S 

Learning  from  Worthy  and  Reliabl^^d^le 

with  Peopl^Hffiiv6teH|  of  it 

Rasulullaah  jM§  Sends  Hadhrat  Abu  Tha'iaba  * 
to  Learn  from  Hadhrat  Abu  libaydah  bin 
Jarraah  j^-v^i  and  Praises  him  ■ 

-Hadhrat  Abu  f^^jgj||8Bib$^fli^"hw>qe <pstnfejt©  iJEfiMtoflaaM^^iabte 
JflSUSff  ifei^'eriiroierte someone  who  could,  teach-well.  Rasulullaah J^i§  .then 
referred  to  Hadhra  Abu  Ubaydah  bin  jarraah  *^Sjs  *  ^'it-'  1  am  referring  yoi 
to  someone '%h§frt«Sljg8^  ^\ejS«Hj8lrt  ,eteS®»^StB«tpEB3dJr}$!SiJi  exceptional 
m  mners  ' -  ,  k, 

u  H  ilm.n  Vox  L  )4»    Mn  Jan  dt,gjj£  ^  1    Was  bits    all  is  \  ith  Hadhrat 

^j^aiteo  rug  wjtBB?.  .  <  1     ■  " 

/  hat  et       sue   c  n    i! 1  t    j  ,i\  P  i—i    ^  it      is  repo     i       r      nai     oh,  * 

quoted  in  _  '  _  —          -  .  _  — —  — 

\     1    rt-       r  ,    -n*  r  '    ■  m      rin  ASwtt      7m  'aa!fJo\  S  0"  3^9V  1 

(4)  Bukhaari  i 

(5)  Ibn  Asaakir. 

{6;  lbn  Asaakjr,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Um.maattyoX  7  Pg.9S) 
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Basheerh-i  ca>  *u  Nun    n    l[~»h?  Set  ng  mc  appro  ch  t[    '  silei 
<\bu  l.      jam  i  *li    hi  This  is     rt      Rasulyl  <  i   2.,     1  lr<  bed  n 

(he  did  not  fall  silent. when  l  came)..'  He  said/'Sit  down  so  that. we.  may  narrate  a 
HadiftatQ  y^mmMy^M^\mH;^^ti$m  tBfflfrte*caveiaf  Mabiiinyour,  midst; 
there  shaii  soon  comeichilaafah  on  the  patternvof  Nabuwaat;  -to  be  followed  by 
monarchy  and  tyranny."  '  -  ; 

uor  MsuluHaa^JlS  Qm  that  Seeking 

■  Knowledge  fo<mi  Unworthy  People  is  Amongst  the  i 
Signs  of  Qiyaarnah 

Hadhrat  Anas  S3Ji@^' narrates,  "I  once  askci  t  isulullaah  J'  ~  /  hen  he  time  vil 
come  when "j     pk  Ai      <    mi?  good    td  forb    ling  e  !      -  t  I 

Israa'eel  Detrre  you  '  'o  Rasulullaah  c2r>f  we  submitted  'And  "/hat  was  that?' 
Rasulullaah  «  replied.  When  the  best  amongst  you  start 'to  compromise 
(principles),  when  the  sinners  amongst  you  start 'being  shameless,  when 
kingship  falls  to  the  lot  of  your  youngsters  and  when  the  knowledge  of  Deen  is 
carried  by  the  wrefrhes  amongst  you." (2) 

Hadhrat  Abu  Umayyah  jumhi  StS®¥  reports  that  when  they  otic e  aske'd 
(•>     ilulfaaf  i  it  he    gi      t  Qiyaai        la  h  >3$£  sak  ^rmrg-t 

the  signs  of  Qiyaarnah  is  that  knowledge  will  be  sought  from  juniors:' (3) 

Statements  of  Hadhrat  Omar r  and  Hadhrat 

Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  Concerning 

•ml  of  '  Rc^yfeing  Knowledge'  teont  Senior^    ^ > '  " 

Hadhrat  ^ffllttalMtay^  to  say, 

"Remember  that  the  most  tr^)|i^jVjQ^Sc^6[ £j^{9$£Ff  Allaah,  the  best  way  of  life 

dial  t   M  ihamn  id  nd  the  w'Qi  t  of  m  tu  n  are  ih )  t  th  at  have  t 

fi^jjl^^^fjjr^^  an  not  Take 

n<  It  i  he  fact  tai  pt  ^pe  .ill  ah  tys  lamih  n  _,ol«1  $t<  id  as  long  as  their 
knowledge  comes  to  them  ft  urn  their  st  mors.'  Jl 

Had  tBiUalbi  t'ahya  rep  it  that  h  d  it  Umar  biWyfe  aid,  know  e>  ctl> 
when  people  will  remain  righteous  and  when  they  will  start  to  degenerate.,  when 

the  lMc^fi2§fev<»%wrf^re^  l^,^l^,'tfflft)ffcMor?<^I2S^r%9ro  them 
(and  fl^Sffl^:'ipiS^Iy:^aftOi  i^^^^^^(A»l^^^ik Bt£rfiJ  ftdift.  the 
seniors  and  the  guided." (5) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  hn  Mas'ood  said    People  will  ilways  remain 

DTabraani.  Haythj      v  1    I    1    i  ha  n  e       ihe  u       .  i  "  ;• 

i     saal      nd;  lbn     j  j<-u   i      iU        Kanzui  L  \  139  1       f   i  als 

reported  the  narration  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.  157)  .  1        '  <        i  ' 

(3)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami.  Tabraani  has  also  repo.tedthe  re-ration  buf.Hayllianw  (Vdi;iAPgJ136) 
has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(4)  IbnAbdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.158).  ,     'v.  .-  i> 

(5)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  h  .  jjami  (\     IPs;  Jib)        ,  'i 
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righteous  and  steadfast  as  long  as  their  knowledge  of  Deen  comes  to  them  from 
the  Sahabah  of  Rasulullaah  @§§  and  from  their  seniors.  However,  as 

soon  as  it  starts  coming  from  their  juniors,  they  will  all  be  destroyed." (1) 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  5HSs@s  also  said,  "People  will  always  remain  in 
good  stead  as  long  as  they  acquire  their  knowledge  of  Deen  from  their  seniors. 
However,  as  soon  they  start  acquiring  it  from  their  juniors  and  sinners,  they  will 
all  be  destroyed." (2> 

Another  narration  quotes  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  Sftc®©  as  saying,  'You 
people  will  remain  in  good  stead  as  long  as  the  knowledge  of  Deen  remains  in 
the  custody  of  your  seniors.  However,  as  soon  as  it  is  entrusted  to  the  juniors, 
they  will  start  to  regard  the  seniors  as  fools." <3) 

Hadhrat  Mu'aawiya  W&®$&  and  Hadhrat  Umar 
W$8§&  Both  Warn  Against  Acquiring  Knowledge 
from  people  who  are  not  Worthy  of  it 

Hadhrat  Mu'aawiya  JaSSiSSs  said,  "Verily  the  most  effective  tool  for  leading  people 
astray  is  a  man  who  recites  the  Qur'aan  without  understanding  it  and  then 
proceeds  to  teach  it  to  children,  slaves  and  women  who  in  turn  use  it  to  argue 
with  the  scholars." (4> 

Hadhrat  umar  bin  Khattaab  S&T@S  said,  "I  do  not  fear  for  this  Ummah  a  Mu'min 
whose  Imaan  restrains  him  nor  a  sinner  whose  sinful  life  is  manifest.  However, 
what  I  do  fear  for  them  is  a  man  who  learns  the  Qur'aan  until  his  tongue  is  fluent 
with  it  but  then  interprets  the  Qur'aan  in  a  manner  it  should  not  be 
interpreted."  (5) 

Hadhrat  Uqba  bin  Aamir  '^&g>  Emphasises  to  his 
Children  to  Accept  Ahadeeth  Only  from 
Reliable  Sources 

When  Hadhrat  Uqba  bin  Aamir  was  on  his  deathbed,  he  advised  his  sons 

saying,  "Dear  sons!  I  forbid  you  from  three  things,  so  take  note  of  what  they  are. 
Never  accept  a  Hadith  of  Rasulullaah  fS8S£  except  from  a  reliable  person,  never 
ask  for  loans  even  though  you  may  have  to  wear  coarse  clothing  and  never  take 
to  writing  poetry  because  it  will  distract  your  hearts  from  the  Qur'aan." (6) 

The  Sermon  Hadhrat  Umar  W&&$  Delivered  at 
Jaabiyah  About  Acquiring  Knowledge  from  the 
Scholars  of  the  Sahabah  fflm& 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  narrates  that  it  was  at  Jaabiya  that  Hadhrat 

(1)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer  and  Awsat,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1 
Pg.135).  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  has  also  reported  the  narration  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.159). 

(2)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.  I  Pg.I59). 

(3)  ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.159). 

(4)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.194). 

(5)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.194). 

(6)  Tabraani.  Haythami  (Vol.  1  Pg.  140)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 
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Umar  gpj®g  delivered  a  sermon  to  the  people  saying,  "Whoever  has  any  queries 
about  the  Qur'aan  should  go  to  Ubay  bin  Ka'b  whoever  has  any  queries 

about  inheritance  should  go  to  Zaid  bin  Thaabit  whoever  has  any 

queries  about  Fiqh  should  go  to  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  SBS@gi  and  whoever  requires 
money  should  come  to  me  because  Allaah  has  given  me  authority  over  it  and 
entrusted  me  with  its  distribution." (1) 

Salutations  and  Glad  Tidings  for  the  Student 
Rasulullaah        Welcomes  Hadhrat  Safwaan 

bin  Assaal  W&ft&j 
The  narration  has  passed  at  the  beginning  of  the  chapter*2'  in  which  Hadhrat 
Safwaan  bin  Assaal  Muraadi  S3P®gi  says,  "I  once  came  to  Rasulullaah  i8SI  in  the 
Masjid  as  he  was  reclining  on  his  red  shawl.  'O  Rasulullaah  &j£V  I  said,  'I  have 
come  to  seek  knowledge.'  Rasulullaah  if!si  exclaimed,  "welcome  to  the  seeker 
of  knowledge!  Verily  out  of  the  love  for  what  the  person  seeking  knowledge  is 
out  to  seek,  the  angels  encircle  him  with  their  wings  and  then  mount  each 
other  until  they  reach  the  sky  above  the  earth.'" 

Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed  Khudri  3gJJ^ES£  Welcomes 
Some  Students 

Hadhrat  Abu  Haaroon  narrates  that  whenever  they  went  to  Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed 
Khudri  he  would  say,  "Welcome  to  the  people  about  whom  Rasulullaah 

gave  us  emphatic  instructions!  Rasulullaah  said,  'People  are  your 
followers  and  men  will  come  from  far-off  places  to  acquire  an  understanding  of 
Deen  from  you.  When  they  come  to  you,  it  is  my  emphatic  instruction  to  you  to 
treat  them  well." (3) 

Another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed  Khudri  JiSSS&Sg!  quoted 
Rasulullaah  &f||  as  saying,  "People  will  come  from  the  East  to  learn  from  you.  it 
is  my  emphatic  instruction  that  when  they  come  to  you,  you  must  treat  them 
well."  Hadhrat  Abu  Haaroon  narrates  that  whenever  Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed  Khudri 
saw  them,  he  would  say,  "Welcome  to  the  people  about  whom 
Rasulullaah  ©§§  gave  us  emphatic  instructions!" (4' 

Another  narration*5'  adds  that  part  of  Rasulullaah  ££§£'s  instruction  was,  "Teach 
them  that  which  Allaah  has  taught  you."  Yet  another  narration  states  that 
Rasulullaah  iH?  said,  "Soon  people  will  come  to  you  from  the  ends  of  the  earth 
to  ask  you  about  your  Deen.  When  they  arrive,  accommodate  them  and  teach 
them  and  it  is  my  emphatic  instruction  that  you  must  treat  them  well." 

(1)  Tabraani  in  his  Awsat.  Haythami  (Vol.1  pg.135)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(2)  Under  the  heading  "The  Encouragement  Rasulullaah  iJSS  Gave  towards  Knowledge"  and  the 
subheading  "Rasulullaah  iS§|>  Welcomes  Hadhrat  Safwaan  bin  Assaal  SKiSS  who  had  come  to 
Seek  Knowledge". 

(3)  Tirmidhi. 

(4)  Tirmidhi  and  Ibn  Maajah  (Pg.37).  Haakim  (Vol.1  Pg.88}  has  reported  a  similar  narration  from 
reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Dhahabi. 

(5)  Ibn  jareer  and  Ibn  Asaakir. 
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ggjjig,  _    _  THb  ;  n  rs  , »  nit  s  iH\ha  >  i  ^b>-*^-  ,> 

tfet  anoth  i   arration  State  tt  tH-Ras  iuil.'fi  tiV  dded    rt  th  th  in  jncf  s  ' 
them.  •\VG.f£©i*»1  welcome €&m£<:I<5§&r ( 1 >  • 

Whenever  the  young  students' tame  to  skvllirat  Abu  Sa'eed  Khudri  ^W^Msb,  he 
would-  sayj^'?«f!^teftte'-*9^i6  I^^I«4l{im'^d^SMif^^^^|a^%fi> 

eppiphatitJi^tjfeaibHs!  'msmm^m^^^a^wnn^m\bn§m  toftdiieaagi 

them  in  our  gatherings  and  to  make  them  understand  the  Ahadeeth  because  you'- 
i^opie  are  .qu  su^o'jf  ^t  „,etrec»(    ,vi  ~? u>  u  a«afe  \fa  Jdeeth  *<t y  ii. 
Amongst  the  things  Hadhrat  \hu  Saeed  Khudri  jstd  to  sa\  to  the  n<  a 

stude^MwrtMe|qB5 j|t|^t^  j^jgprjsisWei^^  (li»^l.ftte.lKflagsMin  it 
to  you  because  I  prefer  you  ^^swjg|ijef^^l^|,^ri<||||^anding  rather  than  leaving 
vithoi    i|no  rst£  1 1  Hl'  U) 

Hadhrat  ;Abn  HUrayrah  Welcomes  Student^2 

Hadhrat  ism.w  el  eport  if  t  o  mai  f  them  once  went  t  isit  Hu  !nrat  rtaSah' 
that  0     rilled  Ms  hrnj     bulling  h    !  -u'en^  %  "So  mam,  fi 

went  *.  >  isit  -^frt,^  Abt  Hurayrah  that  we' filled  his  house  Pulim   '  f- 

K  stogethet  he  -id  So  marry  of  is  once  went  t>  '  <c  t  F„.5U  aflaah  £5£thatw 
filled  his  house.  Rasulullaah  Hil  was  lying  down  on  his  side;  but  whenfte1s&\v'J 
us,  he,^^||dJ1||sil^|s^|^th^  ap^|^|d^ift-^p| ..jr^^egjlf ^p^]^^p^^p|ious 
nationalities  shall  soon  come  to  you  i^  searcrtpf  knowledge.  You  should 
welcome  them,  greet  them  aife^lJcMWe^i.'^^laah!  We  have  also  met  such 
pfedpte  (alter  ^the  $£tiAidft}t8eS&ij  who  neither  vveVomed  us  greeted  us  not 
tat  y  it  us  anything  All  they  did  when  we  went  to  them  was  to  act  harshly  with 

1  I  ad  lira*  ^^;J?a^aai®.^5®&..Sn2il  es  when 

Narrating  Ahadeeth  :  *     -  it? 

Hadhrat Ummu Bat daa  W'~&6  says  VheheverfladhratAhuDardaa  B*t%k  narrated 
Ahadeeth  to  \  eopie,  he  would  always  smile  I  once  said  to  him.  li  feat  that  people 
would  regard  you  i  sea-fool  '  exp  uned  'Rasulullaah  KJ  also  sn  lc  o 
whenever  he  narrated  Ahadeeth."^5  "  '  1 

Gatherings  of  knowledge  aid  Beatgf  in  the 
Company  of  Ulenia 

Around  him 

Iiadhrat  Abdullah  tun  Abbaas  narrates  that  Rasulullaah        was  once 

(1)  Ibn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.5  Pg.243), 

(2)  tbn  Najjaar,  as  quoted  in  Kanzui  Ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg.243).  .  . 

(4)  Ahmad  and  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer.  Hayihanii  (Vol  1  Pg.lSn  trasTOtflrrremed  on  the  chain  of 
narrators. 
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asked,  "O  Rasulullaah  {iHi  Which  of  our  comfaffl^'Zr&'%&ftf 

@1?  repl^d,  ^hp  Mreon.  who-jemin^s  fycw  ^  AUaaty  whttryotl  look  ^  ifm, 

who^s^Sn  Inaraiss^tlr  ^owflllge  and  whose  deeds  iemind'ybu  of  the 

Hadhrat  Qurra  W&mS  reports4l«ij^^#iSMuIesh  S§§l  sat  in  a  gathering,  the 

RasMlgl^hj^S  y^n|hey,  needed  to) " (2 

The  Gatherings  of  the  Sahabah  after 
the  I  ajr  Salaah 

Dadhrat  Va;  ,u  1  £  ,  ishi  says  hat  jftet  nan  m  hadeeth  to •  thorn  i  adht  u 
Anas.,^S^wpyid  g^e"^^^^^1^^^^  as  yjq>H  people 

if  am  wh<  n  peo,  Ic  g  ttha  around  a  person^liojecty?es,|ft«  i^e%,£i^)U^,tct 
happen  is  that  the  S;  nab  ah  ^»  ~,  used  u  sit  in  gr  )ups  after  the  Fajf  sateafe 
to  recite  the  Qur'aan  and  learn  the  compulsory  and  optional  aspects  of  Deen."(35 

«}jw  iIfi*Ba  dxftmul  te'irfbsH  'to  InsbrmI  3*1T 
Rasulullaah  gs&  Sits^^^t^i^^fte 

Sahabah  ^^^^^J^^^^§siy  Poor  People 

ihrat        -     i     K  -  j.       e  a    >    1  1  .  ■  >  gro^ipjof 

i^unaaiireen  amongst  v&om  l^(^p|ii^^^^Plf^^^i  f1^^  JlMte' 
clothing  that  the\  le  hidmq  hind  each  ther  Qadn  ouji  was  bus> 
reccing  tfeAif^ari^^  we^we^|^  ^^[s^e^if^  tg  ||!?^'§rSc^-r^tf,^}^fe 
{jg||f  (arrived  ^nere^andj^aid^'j^l^i^'}^  is  J^-^^a^wrjg Ifta&$"^fjy&$& 
Un  nnh  pi  (  pie  <  i  i  whom  I  h  «  b  u1  it  ;tru  ted  to  rema  n  ,viih  '  ["he  gro  ip 
tu^neb^ahd  fjp9^Tft^|uJ|^j3^p,  j^Ji^  re.Cjggr^s^  cignej  o£ jtije$|  D$sid$s;  m  ysel  f . 
^asjii^raah^^  t^^^d,n'0^jg^r|^^!^uhaajireen.  listen  to  the  good 
new  i  t  ;  u  will  h  e  p  rfecl  ighl  m  the  'M>  i  Qi  aan  d  u  a  will  enter 
Jannah  halt  a  day  before  the  rich,  which  is  equal  to  five  hundred  years.- "'!4) 

^fci^^^Mfea^^l^r^W^teWing  of 

Id<  ht  ii  \bduila  i»,  S  i  \  ru  ij^tif  i  a  r<it<="v  h£  t  Ras  i'u'iaa  i  a-r.  c  r  assed 
by  two  gatherings  i  his  '  '.a^jid  vvh»'e  ^e,r>eyople;|n;,<jne  -gathen^gvfese;,ntaking''' 

F|i|lil>i^  ffff^i^^^^tfe^l^B^fas^i^  eweite'ijti 
iy<  k  the  on<  "        «  thantty    her    s  toi  he  on    theyare.rnakingdu&a  to'.' 
A  laah  u  d  ,o'k  tntiat  nt>  <  n  tl  is  I'  »JI  i  ih     II .    it.  &hall  g  «  c  thf  m  (what  hei 
ask)  ^E^tf^c^i^^^fj^A^  '^BShM^^ilBi^^ilPjI^iS';  tbeynaKk learning! 
and.  teaching . the  ignorant  and  i  have  been  sent  a^.^; teacher,'1  Ragyluliaah;i^5: 

(H  Abu  Yak   Aurajdhm^volif  Pg  76j  has.commGtrted.6n  the^faa    of  narrators 
(2}B;  ,aar 

5)  t?   >   _      i     J    1  i  i    i  ^  ) 


)  Bayhaqi,  as  quoted  m  At&tfUar     n      \  ft    r  pc   7  Nu'avm  has" 

narration  at  greatest lertgthm  hts //"w  v(t.  ,42) 
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therefore  sat  with  this  second  group.  ^ 

Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  and  Hadhrat 

Umar  W&$$£>  Sit  One  Night  in  a  Gathering 
of  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  bin  Abu  Moosa  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  once 
went  to  Hadhrat  Umar  ^&'!@^  after  isha.  "what bringsyou  here?"  Hadhrat  Umar  SSS&Sg; 
asked.  "I  have  come  to  speak  with  you,"  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  §i©®S  replied.  "At 
this  hour?"  Hadhrat  Umar  remarked.  When  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  3sJg§®!8> 

informed  Hadhrat  umar  that  it  was  an  important  matter  of  Fiqh  that  he 

needed  to  discuss,  Hadhrat  Umar  sat  up  and  the  two  men  discussed  for  a 

long  while.  Thereafter,  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  said,  "What  about  the 

(Tahajjud)  salaah,  O  Ameerul  Mu'mineen?"  Hadhrat  Umar  replied,  "It  was 

in  salaah  that  I  had  been  engaged  (when  you  arrived)." <2) 

The  Incident  of  Hadhrat  Jundub  Bajali  with 
Hadhrat  Ubay  bin  Ka'b  Concerning 
Seeking  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Jundub  bin  Abdullaah  Bajali  says,  "When  I  arrived  in  Madinah  to  seek 
knowledge,  I  entered  the  Masjid  of  Rasulullaah  iHl  where  I  saw  people  engaged 
in  discussions  in  various  groups.  Passing  by  the  groups,  I  eventually  arrived  at  a 
group  in  which  there  sat  a  pale  man  wearing  two  pieces  of  cloth  and  who 
appeared  to  have  just  arrived  from  a  journey.  I  heard  him  say,  'I  swear  by  the 
Rabb  of  the  Kabah  that  the  people  in  authority  have  been  destroyed  and  I  am  not 
sorry  for  them!'  This  he  repeated  several  times.  I  then  sat  down  with  him  and  he 
continued  to  narrate  Ahadeeth  for  some  time.  When  he  got  up  to  leave,  I  asked 
the  people  who  he  was.  They  said,  'He  is  the  leader  of  the  Muslims!  He  is  Hadhrat 
Ubay  bin  Ka'b  WSSSSSS: 

I  then  followed  him  to  his  house,  which  I  discovered  was  in  a  dilapidated  state.  I 
also  discovered  that  he  was  very  ascetic,  had  severed  all  ties  with  this  world  and 
was  a  man  of  habit.  When  I  greeted  him,  he  replied  to  my  greeting  and  asked  me 
where  1  came  from.  When  I  informed  him  that  I  was  from  Iraq,  he  remarked, 
'They  (Iraqis)  are  people  who  ask  even  more  questions  than  I  do.'  This  remark 
made  me  very  angry  and  I  immediately  fell  to  my  knees,  raised  my  hands  like  this 
before  my  face  and  faced  the  Qibla  saying,  'O  Allaah!  It  is  to  You  that  I  complain. 
We  have  spent  our  wealth,  tired  our  bodies  and  rode  our  conveyances  in  search 
of  knowledge.  However,  when  we  meet  them,  they  are  inhospitable  and  make 
remarks  about  us!'  Hadhrat  Ubay  §3!2@seS  started  to  weep  and  tried  to  pacify  me 
saying,  'Oh  dear!  I  did  not  mean  to  offend  you.  I  really  did  not  mean  to  offend 
you.'  He  then  said,  'O  Allaah!  I  make  a  promise  with  You  that  if  you  keep  me  alive 
until  Friday,  I  shall  definitely  state  what  I  heard  Rasulullaah  OH  say  without 

(1)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.50).  Daarmi  has  reported  a  similar  narration. 

(2)  Abdur  Razzaaq  and  Ibn  Abi  Shaybah,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.5  Pg.228). 
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fearing  reproach  from  anyone.' 

After  he  said  that,  I  left  him  and  waited  for  Friday,  when  I  left  my  room  that 
Thursday  for  something,  I  found  the  streets  jammed  with  people.  I  could  see 
hordes  of  people  on  very  street  I  took,  "what  is  the  matter  with  the  people?'  I 
asked.  "You  must  be  a  stranger  here?'  the  people  asked,  when  I  confirmed  that  I 
was,  they  said,  'The  leader  of  the  Muslims  Ubay  bin  Ka'b  W&Q&j  has  passed 
away.'  When  I  later  met  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  SSS®©  in  Iraq  and  related  to 
him  the  incident  of  Hadhrat  Ubay  @J2318>,  he  sighed,  'How  tragic!  if  only  he  had 
lived  so  that  you  could  have  reported  his  words  to  usl"'(1) 

Hadhrat  Imraan  bin  Husayn  ^s@s?>  Narrates 
Ahadeeth  in  the  Masjid  of  Basrah 

Hadhrat  Hilaal  bin  Yasaaf  says,  "when  I  arrived  in  Basrah  and  entered  the  Masjid, 
I  saw  an  old  man  with  white  hair  and  a  white  beard  leaning  against  a  pillar  and 
narrating  Ahadeeth  to  a  group  of  people,  when  I  enquired  about  the  man,  I  was 
informed  that  he  was  Hadhrat  Imraan  bin  Husayn  i|3£3@>s>,',(2) 

People  Flock  to  the  Door  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Abbaas  who  Taught  them  all  Aspects  of 

Deeni  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Abu  Saalih  says,  "I  have  seen  such  a  large  gathering  around  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  that  if  the  entire  tribe  of  the  Quraysh  boasted  about 

such  numbers,  they  would  be  the  envy  of  all.  I  have  seen  so  many  people  flock  to 
him  that  the  street  could  not  even  contain  them  and  none  was  able  to  move 
forward  or  backward,  when  I  went  in  and  informed  him  about  all  the  people  at 
his  door,  he  instructed  me  to  fetch  some  water  for  him  to  perform  wudhu.  He 
then  performed  wudhu  and  sat  down  saying,  'Go  outside  and  announce  that 
whoever  wishes  to  ask  about  the  Qur'aan  and  its  words  and  meaning  should 
come  in.'  When  I  went  out  and  made  the  announcement,  the  people  who  entered 
filled  the  room  as  well  as  the  entire  house,  in  addition  to  informing  them  about 
everything  they  asked,  he  also  told  them  much  more.  'Now  allow  your  brothers- 
the  opportunity,'  he  said. 

When  they  had  left,  he  instructed,  'Go  outside  and  announce  that  whoever  wishes 
to  ask  about  the  Tafseer  of  the  Qur'aan  and  its  interpretation  should  come  in.' 
When  I  went  out  and  made  the  announcement,  the  people  who  entered  filled  the 
room  as  well  as  the  entire  house.  In  addition  to  informing  them  about  everything 
they  asked,  he  also  told  them  much  more.  'Now  allow  your  brothers  the 
opportunity,'  he  said.  When  they  had  left,  he  again  instructed,  'Go  outside  and 
announce  that  whoever  wishes  to  ask  about  what  is  Halaal  and  Haraam  and 
about  Fiqh  should  come  in.'  when  I  went  out  and  made  the  announcement,  the 
people  who  entered  filled  the  room  as  well  as  the  entire  house.  In  addition  to 


(1)  lbnsa'd  (Vol.3  Pg.SOl). 

(2)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.291). 
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informing  them  about  everything  they  asked,  he  also  told 'them  much  More,  'Now 
Ileus  y<  ur  brothei  ;  ^  e  i  pportuhi     ix  said 

n  these  people  left  m  ir^uu  t  iJ  me  again  si'  ing  sGo  >  itsfde  and 
annouhCi  flflft  wh&eWr^sWei;  *)38$r/atjfciftt  ihKKfflgri3P'fcritf  flli&BHe¥n^i6^ 
itfe^^flirW  w§rk%&i3£rM  made  the  an^\it\&Mk}W?<&<$\dWti§ 

!  ever)  t  ng  >i  )    sked  h   aisc  told  hem  mlki  nor     v  «\  Alow  youi 

and  announce  that  who»&Stit$Se&t§  ^'<ak^vmSN&ikfa&?  W&  ttfe-tt&d* 

entered  ffllea  the  roorh  asweTl  as  the  entire  house.  In  addition  tolmorrrung"  them 
about  everythiRgftrleV-e^^he'Ms^Ml  W$A  mucri  )r$d>  If  thl -entire  tribe  of 

tftiiagtfra^afciHafttd  tMbtaHtfdv  ftemisgti,*"     Weald  'immy  mkmM^T4f>sii 

the  ohfe  fttoOBirfattit  aiafkMfawtk&iktW  5?,"'V..-ti  ?Bfidd/, 
Another  narration  states  th^Hg^^^^l^^^f^as'ood  j&Saggg  said,  "The 
best  of  a^a^her^s^^the^on^  in^|4upt|^  of  wJs^or^,|pdjsjerj^|||||di 
and  in  which  Allaah's  mere)  5  anticipated."  ^  r  ,     f    ,  |  u 

Ha<  rjf  \bdul  tal  1  Mas'ood  i^ilsf  ilso  aid,  "P  1  v  Hi  U,  .  re  h 
chiefs,  th(  ;mi-.r-,  m  tn  It  iders  anc  attending  l>h  11  gatherings  is  a  means  ol 
increasing  tone's  imaan  and  knowledge)." (/f)  ^  .  s 

and  Madhrat  Abu  Dardaa  in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Wu  fal  .rVjj*  alwa  us<  1  to  saj  1  m  tfv  compan)  •  t  the 
seniors,  asso  at   with  the  Ulema  and  mingle  with  the  wise   (5  ^ 

ladhraf  \bu  I  ird  a  said   1  is  the  deep  un  erslanding  i  pers  1  ha  i>i  1 

'^rWm^K^K^  £6nraaWtrrmen  of  knowledge"^1  in  another 

larrati  n  H;  ihrat  Abu  Dardaa  feAa&!f>  added  sitting  in  theii  gatherings.1 

Respecting  the  Gatherings  of  Knowledge 
Hadhrat  Sahl  bin  Saf  »i;i»,mf  M^l 

h}^   IWi     \hU  L  1^HU\     t\         lu^'llii       >U  I  ' '    \i  4  ^  j  5  * 4     -  -        v\  I    n.  -r  tii  1 

U)"     Ai  ~,  J   "  >«    u  (Vol  1  iaaium<Vol     _  as  reported      mi  narration 

(2)  Tabraani in  his  J&beer,  raortingfrprh  reliable  sources  as cpjUirmed by  Hayihami  (VoJL l  Eg.  167k, 
S)  ibr  ibdulBtrrm'hi^iaami  (Vol    -'g5b)  '  '  '  '"         V'-'  JUOdB 

W) Tabiiajfcfcsepartiogfnoi*  ittfaWe  sooic«^$'Coai":rs-  l*y  Hauhana  <<d  .  c4  5^f 

(5)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.126).  ... —  .  — — — ~  — '. 

(6)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.  1  Pg.  1 27).  ' '  r  <  'l "~:/  '     '"'  1  '•  '• 

(7)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Httya  (Vol.  1  Pg.2 11).  '  ! '  '  '' ' 
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the  Ahadeeth  of  R^suiulltoifii^tQsai^a^eafitg*  pec^Jtewltefil^iii'seti^th'^i 
started  turning  to  each,  other  and  talking,.  This  made-HadiiraUSahl  iMMMss  angry 
an^^fafdPlko^ffl 

I  am  narrating  to  them  wteft|«fe|^MRMsl^MP4^  ears  have  heard.  I  swear 

l^iAlla^^at^teikjfeawdhtojarja  mMrleiee^.  &S&mms^\hVi6filAmeMl\ 
yfifa^AkasMdi*^ 

'But  how  will  you  fight  in  jihaad,'  I  submitted,  'when  (because  Of'ybtMJTJfcisdge) 
yousare  unable;  to  ride  a  hojse.strike.a  blow  wittka5Wordtor.§ven  use  a  snear?' 'O 


The  Conduct  Of  Jdfll|x8(a  and  Students 

Rasulullaah  £$£'s  Kind  Address  to  a  Youngster 
who  Requested  Permission  to  Fornicate 

saying,  'Don't  sav  that!  Du'ti  sa>  that!  Biin  3  him  ckst  r "  Rasulullaah  i&t-  ^aut, 

^fguj^qu  ^^fSj^|p^^fom|c^,^  wj^h  ^^^ot^er^fB|B^g^}l§^>j|  ^§ 
your^st^x^^i^d^l  j<|^j^^9^o,i^^ri('  rM.^  Aijl^^$g5B^%i^{^8}^ 
O  Rasulullaah  %miV'  "Then,"  Rasulullaah  (aii  explained,  "other  people  will  also 
notl^Ml'^Mei¥.rfiT^I@WMfcfilltriSMll,,'j  '  *  ' 
Rasulullaah  conti^jf£$8glp  Xf9ltW  ^^^S5^one  t0  fornicate  with 
your  wugu<  r?'  'By  Al  aah  '  the  youngster  exclaimed  again  "J  nuiL  never 
to  ratt  t  Mi  Uiaah  sacnhce  me  tpi  .  u  O  .aswl^l^a^^;  "Th  ,n 
Rasulu  laah  .<  aid  <  thei  pi  pie  ^\iU  also  n  t  a  nt  a  >  ;iu  I  j  fumicat  vith 
their  daughters"  Rasulullaah  itfife  asked  further,  "Would  you  like  someone  to 
fornicate  with  yoW  sist?G?3^|i^  mf^ciib^BM 
never  lole^te  it!  May  Allaah  sacrifice  me;      you,  O  Rasu  ujlaah  '  Fhen 

W  said. 

Again  Rasulullaah  ili  asked,  "Would  you  like  someone  to  fornicate  with  your 
paternii5lflMf!j%a^^ 

also., no t  wan,t  anyone  to, fornicate  with  their  paternal .aunts,  (Would !you like; 
someone  to  fornicate  wHh  your,  marginal  auni?"  "By -Allaah^  I  would  neve,r 
t   erate  )    VI       laah  .  rule  me  fo      1  •   Ri  1  jllaai  1  r    ou>-  tear 

exclaimed  "Then  othei  people  will  also  ot  want  people  ft  Mrmcaie  with  their 
material  unts  Rasulullaah  &©S  aid 

Rasutefllaafe .flMH^filKMBlWHa^an  the  y^ngster's  chest  afrdpr^ed,^'© 
Allaah!  Forgive  his  sins,  purify  his  heart  and  keep  mm  chaste "  Thereafter,  ;nt 

(1)  Tabraam  in  hi*  KSteef.  HaythaitiKVohl-PgitffiS»  has  ejemtoeiitatf  sri  t£e  tlwanst  aaf  rators. 
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youngster's  attention  never  again  swayed  in  that  direction.  (1) 
Rasulullaah  (HI  Repeats  Himself  Thrice  to  Make 
himself  Understood 

Hadhrat  Abu  Umaamah  W&i£>  says,  "When  Rasulullaah  spoke  (something 
of  importance),  he  would  repeat  himself  thrice  so  that  he  would  be 
understood."  (2) 

Hadhrat  Aa'isha  W&m>  Instructs  Hadhrat  Ibn  Abi 
Saa'ib  to  hold  fast  to  Three  Factors  when  Teaching 

Hadhrat  Sha'bi  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Aa'isha  W%®£>  once  said  to  the  lecturer  of 
Madinah  Hadhrat  Ibn  Abi  Saa'ib,  "You  must  obey  me  in  three  factors,  otherwise  I 
shall  oppose  you  most  vehemently."  Hadhrat  Ibn  Abi  Saa'ib  said,  "I  shall  most 
definitely  obey  you,  O  Ummul  Mu'mineen!  what  are  they?"  Hadhrat  Aa'isha 
W&$£®  said,  "(Firstly)  Refrain  from  going  out  of  your  way  to  rhyme  your  du'aas 
because  Rasulullaah        and  the  Sahabah  never  did  this.  (Secondly) 

You  should  deliver  a  lecture  once  every  week.  If  you  do  not  want  to  do  so  only 
once,  you  may  do  so  twice  or  otherwise  thrice  at  the  most  because  you  should 
never  allow  people  to  become  tired  of  the  Qur'aan.  (Thirdly)  I  never  want  to 
find  you  going  to  people  who  are  engaged  in  some  discussion  and  then  you 
cut  short  their  talk  (by  starting  your  lecture).  Rather  leave  them  to  talk  and 
you  start  your  lecture  only  when  they  approach  you  and  ask  you  to  talk." (3) 

The  Conduct  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
when  Teaching 

Hadhrat  Shaqeeq  bin  Salamah  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
once  came  to  them  and  said,  "I  know  well  that  you  people  are  sitting  here 
but  the  only  thing  that  prevents  me  from  coming  out  to  you  every  time  is  the  fear 
of  you  getting  tired.  It  was  the  practice  of  Rasulullaah  ®ir  to  consider  us 
when  delivering  lectures  for  fear  of  ever  tiring  us  out." (4) 
Hadhrat  A'mash  narrates  that  when  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  W8®&2>  once 
passed  by  a  man  delivering  a  lecture,  he  said,  "O  lecturer!  Do  not  make  the 
people  despondent  (of  Allaah's  mercy)." (5) 

Hadhrat  Ali  *gQ3@&'  Describes  a  True  Scholar 

Hadhrat  Ali  once  said,  "Should  I  not  inform  you  who  a  true  scholar  is.  He 

is  one  who  neither  makes  people  despondent  of  Allaah's  mercy  nor  grants  them 
the  licence  to  disobey  Allaah.  At  the  same  time,  he  does  not  allow  them  to  feel 
that  they  are  immune  from  Allaah's  punishment.  He  is  one  who  does  not  turn  his 

(1)  Tabraani  and  Ahmad,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  {Vol.1  Pg.129). 

(2)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.129). 

(3)  Ahmad,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.191).  Abu  Ya'la  has 
reported  a  similar  narration. 

(4)  ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.  1  Pg.105) 

(5)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.191)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 
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attention  to  something  else,  thereby  neglecting  the  Qur'aan.  There  is  no  good  in 
the  Ibaadah  that  is  devoid  of  {the  relevant)  knowledge,  no  good  in  the  knowledge 
that  is  devoid  of  understanding  and  piety  and  no  good  in  the  recitation  of  the 
Qur'aan  that  is  devoid  of  contemplation." (1* 

Rasulullaah  W$&s  Words  to  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin 
Jabal  W^^sS  and  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari 
when  Dispatching  them  to  Yemen 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  JaXSj©©  narrates  that  when  Rasulullaah  1011  sent 
Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  jabal  JsSaSaS©  and  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  isJGsSS*  to 
Yemen,  he  addressed  them  saying,  "Assist  each  other,  work  together,  tell  the 
people  good  things  and  do  not  make  them  averse  (to  the  Deen)."  When 
Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  delivered  a  lecture  to  the  people,  he  encouraged  them 

towards  islaam,  developing  a  deep  understanding  of  Deen  and  the  Qur'aan.  He 
also  said,  "I  can  inform  you  about  those  destined  for  Jannah  and  those  destined 
for  Jahannam.  A  person  is  destined  for  Jannah  when  people  speak  good  of  him 
and  destined  for  Jahannam  when  they  have  no  good  to  speak  of  him." (2) 

The  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed 

Concerning  the  Gatherings  of  the  Sahabah  $B@$8$ 
and  the  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar 
Concerning  the  True  Aalim 

Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed  Khudri  said,  "When  the  Sahabah  fflS8B6  of  Nabi  %M 

sat  together,  their  discussion  always  concerned  Deen  unless  one  of  them  was 
reciting  a  Surah  or  having  someone  else  recite  a  Surah." (3) 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  StSSs  said,  "A  man  can  never  occupy  a  respectable 
position  as  a  scholar  unless  he  is  not  jealous  of  those  above  him,  does  not  look 
down  on  those  beneath  him  and  does  not  seek  a  price  for  his  knowledge." (4) 

The  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Umar  3M@Sg 
Concerning  the  Conduct  of  an  Aalim 

Hadhrat  Umar  ©ISsSSS  said,  "Acquire  knowledge  and  teach  the  people.  Learn  also 
the  respectability  and  composure  that  goes  with  it.  Humble  yourself  before  those 
you  learn  from  as  well  as  before  those  you  teach,  and  never  be  arrogant  Ulema. 
In  this  manner,  your  ignorance  will  be  unable  to  stand  up  to  your  knowledge." {5) 

(1)  lbn  Dharees,  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  {Vol.1  Pg.77),  Ibn  Asaakir  and  others,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul 
Ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg.23l).  In  his  isti'aab  (Vol.2  Pg.44)r  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  has  reported  the  words  from 
Rasulullaah  gM. 

(2)  Tabraani,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.166), 

(3)  Haakim  (Vol.1  Pg.94),  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Dhahabi. 

(4)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.  1  Pg.306). 

(5)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.135).  Ahmad  in  his  Zuhd,  Bayhaqi,  lbn  Abi  Shaybah  and  others 
have  reported  a  similar  narration. 
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The  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Ali       'St  Concerning 
V  ,  the  Conduct  of  Students  .  /  ] 

Hadhrat  Ali  ©l2®s>  said,  "Amongst  the  rights  of  an  Aalim  is  that  you- should,  not 
pose  too  many  questions  to  him,  you  should  not  press  him  to  give  answers  and 
-h.jufu  surt  pit-  urise  him  if  ne  u  >oses  t<  fgnoie  set  i -'hi  >0  Aibt.  an  ongst  f  1 
rights  is  thai  you  should  not  hold  his  ;1  thing  <  and  compel  h  iin  ti  teach)  when 
he  is  tired  viu  should  never  point  youi  ingei  it  turn  nevei  n  in  it  h  n  with  your 
eyes  an<#]ri$l^fetMl§^  neve?  Wait"  "for  him  to 

imp  up -and 'if- he  does,  :you  should  wait  for  him  to  correct  himself  and  accep>Kis 
exois©  for.  the<slip-up.  Never  tell  him  that  someone-  else  opposes  his  'opinion, 
:.never;drsclose-his  secre.ts,onever  gossip  to  him  about- anyone  and  always 
rmatataih'  his;hotiour  inahts/presenceeand  Wsiabeeface,  ^hile  you  may  greet 
people  collectively,  greet  him.specially  and  sit  in  front  of  himrlf  he  has  any  need, 
beat: others  in  serving  him  and. never  tire. him.  by  sitting  too  long,  with  himoHeis 
like  a  date  palm  by  which -you  ought  to  wait. for  some  .benefit  to  fall  to  you  at  any 
time.  The  Aalim  occupies  the  status;  of  a  person  who  is  fasting  while  fighting  in 
Jihaad  in  the;  path  of  Allaah  and  when  he  passes  away,  a  void  is  created  in 
Islaam  that  can  never  be  filled  until  the  Day  of  Qiyaamah.  (Also  take  note  that) 
Seventv  i  ve-asa^^Tsi^raiMAgia^ldl^SMieifea^rfs^stok  the  student  of 

Deen.;<l>v  rffidsrif^  srft  lo  agfiimdleO  Mli  mimt-xmo'J 
iWhdEoMldGtiMttMimsalM 

Hadhial  JarneeLi  the  slave  woman  of  Hadhrat  Anas  bt&j&e  who  mothered  some 
il  m  duldr  1  f  n     r  Th    bit  amc  I     ladhrut  An      s„o    F<.  lh  it 

An  is  cti~er  would  instruct  me  to  bring  hire  some  perfume  to  apply,  to  his  hands 
saying,  'IbnUmmu  Thaabit  (Hadhrat  Thaabit)  wilL.not  be  satisfied  until  he, kisses 
mv  hands  ",(2)  , 

S!s^3wiMriMMhr^^^ 

imlrJ,  vf.  ?<)  Awe;  for-  him;  «»  n 1  »r«>  > 

Hadhrat, Abdullaah.bin  Abbaas says,  "For  many  years  I, had  wanted  to  ask 
Hadhidt  i'tn  u  bin  Khattaab  ^"Wyk1  <  bout  an  n  cident  hut  it  was  my  a  ve  foi  pip. 
that  prevent i  d  me  from  doing  so  The  opportun  ty  eventually  <  ame  when  be 
fagged  behind  the  .rest  of  the  people,  on  .a  jurney  fo  Haj  <  i  itgn  ib  I  =cau  >  he 
ne(  J<-J  lo  attend  i«>  nu  call  ot  natuie  it  wasin*  f'place  eattedrAraak  m;Marruz 
Zahraan  and  I  was  alone  with  him  when  he  had  completed.  '.O  Ameer ul 
Mu'mineen!'  I  said,  'For  many  years  I  had  wanted  to  ask  you  about  an  incident 

il  Murhibi  and  Iba  Abdul  B,rr-u  his  '3  ir  n  ;  qi  ote J  in  xani  ui  Ummaat  1  'it  5  Pg.2  12)  M  ntakhab 
Kanzul  ummaal  (Vol.4  Pg.73)  and  Khateeb  in  his  Jaami,  as-  quoted  m  Kapzvl 'Mmmaal '(VoihS 
Pg229)  „  -»r    i      ^      v       .  - 

(2)  Abu  Ya'la.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg, 130)  has  commented  on  the  ch  u>i  f  1  ci  ri-"urs,     -        >  i 
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*ut i&SfiSshegfoi} ya& ^m^b^m^&amdvni^sei\'^&,  nOf-do  that,'  h,e;  said, 
'■. Whenever  you, -need  to  know -anything,  feel  free  .to  ask  me.- If' !  know  anything, -.1 
.shall;  inform  you  and  .if  i  do  not,  [-.snail  tell  you -thai  I  know  nothing  about  R-saafl 
%m  i^^JaskJ^r^oriB:!Wbi0;.-ao^sth'fcihen  askBd=c^M&:aje laneawso  women  ftoat 
IM^ah;  r^aTcssa'bput'iWhijj  aj^fedi  together  against!  Sasulutlaah  ;iiIf?Y'Tneywepe 
Aa'isha  @gG3g&  and  Hafsah  Eg^SS,'  Hadhrat  Uni4i?'®^^i«epJiM.v-The:narra,tion 
coi  tinues  to  rel  ite  the  incident  at  lei  ^th  [i)  •  • 

I  he  Awe  Hadhrat  Sa'eed  bin  Musayyib  had  for 
juods  sir!  padlpafeiSakl^iit  Abi  Waqqaas,3S3IS^  ,  ■•  0; 

Waqqaas)  S3©!©,  'I  wish  to  pose  certain  questions  to  you,  but'T'SKSiStf  1flffek> 
Ifta^i^weJePjRAt?  ^tW4mMMf^i\i&,l^€'mi^  'tftfftet&aistf ih>~a^ofrh&.  if 
youfeel  that  I  know  anything,  fee* free  to  ask  me*  I  then  asked,  'What  was  it  that 
?as'iilullaal         said  to  Hadhrat  Ali  WM&j  When  he  appdirtte  i  him  as  his 

K  fsitl  Ii  "ih  sa  1  -  ffi  Pot,  v  it  not  1  leas*  you  to  kne  (hat  ur  n  itu 
<^itrvme4sm*thatof  ^  .  H 

Hadhrat  Jubayr  bin  Miitim  SJSSSfe  Responds  to  a 
Question  by  saying,  "I  have  no  knowledge^  fa.r.-e 

Jffdjy^t  ^j^aa^^biri a^du^taa^in  J^owhab^afratef t that ^a<#ipt  Jubay.  tun 
r  it  irW_-  v  is  issint  1  r  igi  in  oasi  whe  1  «  of.  e  <  u  r  jJ  hin 
^tt*aB^af ^^fi^AiSfie^fedTr\fftt  JjlMafl*S^^T^d^eif^%a^ln|;  "I 
have  no  knowledge  on  tl^rs^feclOiii^fBSjlJieMiver  send  someone  with  me 
zWb<hy$k  <ro*B#*a$®H|  i^o$jX@U£&^f.!:  The,people.  seRtf§o^ig0j|e  wM&lifn 
and  Hadhrat  Jubayr  *vd  ihr  question  tpsHadhrat  ymar%®3®&.  Hadhrat 

.yraar  £s>u ... >  reruaiked  V,  loevei  wishes  to  be  an  Aalim  with^  lee-fen 
understanding  sh  1  ,  do  as  J.ubayr  >m  M  tt'im  S^tfe  las  done  v"  hen  4ecl 
bou     i     hing  he  did-n    h  us,   he  £      *jf  lah  }  tows  nest  "<  ' 

The  Conduct  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar 

&'Jr'-2£>  in  his  Teaching 

ladhrat  Mujaah  i  h  ports  that  when  iialhrai    bdullaah  bin  Umai  ,  ra 

once^teM^V88UfaW^ect  of  m  Jien<  inherence  he  replied, 'V  do  not 
know. 'VfW^at  prevents  you  from  replying?"  someone  asked.  His  l^ply'wai'Hvhen 

vbdullaal   nn  Umar  wa    =k  J  al  out  something  he  did  not  khOw,  He  replu  d  n 

fl)  ibn   Ddu*  Birr  m  his  )aarnt  (Vo     >g  ft 2)  . 

(2)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.U2).  Ibn  Sad  \u    P<i  l-i)  has  also  repotted  the  narration 
with  some  additions.  ^>*<*r    j     >     •         "  '.■MA/icfl  ) 

(3)  Ibn  Sa'd,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg.241).  r  'j-i      .  i     r  >, 

(4)  IbnAbdul  Birr  m  his /sf/^  (Vol.2  Pg.52).  n  n  .     .      i  <r 
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Hadhrat  Urwa  W&m  reports  that  when  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  3sS3®»  was 
questioned  about  something  he  had  no  knowledge  of,  he  replied  by  saying,  "I 
have  no  knowledge  on  the  subject."  As  the  man  turned  to  leave,  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Umar  is3!3@i>  said  to  himself,  "When  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  was 
questioned  about  something  he  had  no  knowledge  of,  he  replied  by  saying,  'I 
have  no  knowledge  on  the  subject.'"* l) 

Hadhrat  uqba  bin  Muslim  says,  "I  stayed  with  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar 
for  thirty  four  months  and  on  many  occasions  when  he  was  questioned 
about  something,  he  would  reply  by  saying,  '1  do  not  know.'  He  would  then  turn 
to  me  saying,  'Do  you  know  what  those  people  wanted  (by  asking  me  about 
something  I  had  no  knowledge  of)?  They  intended  making  our  backs  a  bridge  to 
jahannam,"'(2) 

Hadhrat  Naafl  narrates  that  a  man  once  posed  a  question  to  Hadhrat  Abdullaah 
bin  Umar  WZWi.  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  3S8S@gi  lowered  his  head  and  did 
not  respond  for  such  a  long  time  that  the  man  thought  his  question  had  not  been 
heard.  "May  Allaah  have  mercy  on  you,"  the  man  said,  "Did  you  not  hear  my 
question?"  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  replied  by  saying,  "I  certainly  did 

hear  it.  However,  it  seems  like  you  people  feel  that  Allaah  will  not  question  us 
about  the  things  you  ask  us  about.  May  Allaah  have  mercy  on  you!  Leave  us  to 
think  about  your  question.  If  we  have  a  reply,  we  will  inform  you,  otherwise  we 
shall  tell  you  that  we  do  not  know." 

Statements  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
W&Wz,  Hadhrat  Ali  W&<&?>  and  Hadhrat  Abdullaah 
bin  Abbaas  about  an  Aalim  Conceding  that 

he  does  not  know 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  W$i®s@  once  said,  "O  people!  When  a  person  is 
questioned  about  something  he  has  knowledge  about,  he  should  give  the  reply 
and  if  he  does  not  have  the  knowledge,  he  should  say,  'Allaah  knows  best'.  To  say 
'Allaah  knows  best'  in  reply  to  something  one  does  not  know  is  also  and  integral 
part  of  knowledge.  Addressing  His  Nabi  8§H,  Allaah  says: 

(O  Rasulullaah         Say,  "I  do  not  ask  you  people  for  any  payment  for 
this  (propagation  of  the  message),  and  I  am  not  among  those  who 
pretend  (those  who  pretend  to  know  something  when  they  do  not)." 
{Surah  Saad,  verse  86} (4) 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Basheer  states  that  when  Hadhrat  Ali  bin  Abi  Taalib 
SS£@S>  was  once  asked  a  question,  he  replied  by  saying,  "I  have  no  knowledge 
on  the  subject."  He  then  said,  "What  a  great  source  of  comfort!  I  was  questioned 

(1)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.144). 

(2)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.54) 

(3)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.168). 

(4)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.51). 
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about  something  I  did  know  and  I  conceded  that  I  did  not  know." (1J 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  SS2i®fi»  said,  "When  an  Aalim  forsakes  the 
statement  'I  do  not  know',  then  he  has  reached  his  point  of  destruction."  Another 
narration  also  states  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  .SiSS®  said,  "When  an 
Aalim  omits  using  the  statement  '1  do  not  know',  then  he  has  reached  his  point  of 
destruction." (2) 

The  Conduct  of  Hadhrat  Umar  Hadhrat  Ali 

@il5@*>  and  Hadhrat  Uthmaan 
when  Teaching 

Hadhrat  Makhool  reports  that  when  Hadhrat  Umar  W$M>  noticed  that  the 
people  were  getting  tired  as  he  narrated  Ahadeeth  to  them,  he  would  occupy 
them  with  planting  trees. (3) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mus'ab  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Umar  bin  Khattaab 
said,  "Do  not  pay  more  than  forty  Awqiya  as  dowry,  even  though  the  bride  may  be 
the  daughter  of  Dhul  Udda  Qais  bin  Husayn  Haarithi.  If  anyone  pays  more,  I  shall 
deposit  the  surplus  into,  the  state  treasury."  A  tall  woman  with  a  flat  nose  then 
stood  up  from  the  women's  row  saying,  'You  do  not  have  the  authority  to  do 
that."  "Why  not?"  asked  Hadhrat  Umar  She  replied,  "Because  Allaah 

declares: 

c  s Jrd      Za  ijji-  i«5     ^aIij-i  >£i 

...when  you  have  given  one  of  them  a  fortune,  then  do  not  take 

anything  from  it . . ."'  {Surah  Nisaa,  verse  20} 
To  this,,  Hadhrat  Umar  remarked,  "The  lady  is  right  and  the  man  is 

wrong."  ^ 

Hadhrat  Muhammad  bin  Ka'b  Qurazi  S35a@S  narrates  that  a  man  once  posed  a 
question  to  Hadhrat  Ali  to  which  he  gave  a  reply.  "O  Ameerul 

Mu'mineen!"  the  man  said,  "That  is  not  the  answer."  He  then  proceeded  to  give 
the  correct  answer,  to  which  Hadhrat  Ali  5S5JS®ss  conceded,  "You  are  right  and  1 
was  wrong."  He  then  recited  the  verse: 

(vn^T-.u^  Jj>-)  ((0  ^M^S 
Above  every  knowledgeable  person  is  one  who  is  more  knowledgeable. 
{Surah  Yusuf,  verse  76}(5) 
Hadhrat  Sa'eed  bin  Musayyib  says,  "Hadhrat  Umar  bin  Khattaab  and 
Hadhrat  Uthmaan  bin  Affaan  SBS®*  used  to  debate  a  question  so  vehemently 
that  an  onlooker  would  be  convinced  that  they  could  never  be  reconciled. 

(1)  Sa'd  bin  Nasr,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul Ummaal '(Vol. 5  Pg.24i).  Daarmi  has  reported  a  similar  narration 
in  bried,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal '(Vol.5  Pg.243). 

(2)  Abu  Dawood  and  Maalik  as  quoted  in  Jaami  Bayaanil  Urn  (Vol.2  Pg.54). 

(3)  Ibn  Sam'aani,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg.131). 

(4)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  hisjaami  (Vol.1  Pg.131). 

(5)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.131).  Ibn  Jareer  has  reported  a  similar  narration,  as  quoted  in 
Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg.24 1 ) . 
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However,  they  always  parted  ways  most  amicably  (as  if  nothing  had  transpired 
between  them)." (1) 

For  a  Person  to  Forsake  Attending  a  gathering  of  Knowledge  so  that  a  Group 
of  People  may  Acquire  Knowledge 

The  Incident  of  Hadhrat  Uqba  bin  Aamir 
and  his  Tribe  when  they  Came  to  Rasulullaah 

Hadhrat  Uqba  bin  Aamir  S^SSi  relates,  "I  arrived  riding  with  twelve  members  of 
my  tribe  to  see  Rasulullaah  When  we  had  tied  our  camels,  Mustahab 
companions  said,  'Who  will  tend  to  the  camels  so  that  the  rest  of  us  could  go  and 
receive  enlightenment  from  Rasulullaah  (JSP?  When  we  return,  we  will  then 
convey  to  him  what  we  heard  from  Rasulullaah  {JUS.'  I  assumed  the 
responsibility  for  a  few  days  until  the  thought  occurred  to  me  that  I  may  be 
duping  myself  because  my  companions  were  hearing  from  Nabi  ®Si  what  I  was 
not  hearing  and  they  were  learning  from  him  what  I  was  not  learning. 
I  therefore  presented  myself  one  day  (leaving  the  others  to  tend  to  the  camels). 
There  I  heard  someone  say  that  Nabi  £SS!  said,  The  person  who  performs  a 
complete  wudhu  shall  be  free  of  sins  as  he  was  on  the  day  his  mother  gave 
birth  to  him.'  This  impressed  me  tremendously.  Hadhrat  Umar  bin  Khattaab 
S3!28fe'  then  said,  'If  you  think  that  is  impressive,  you  will  be  even  more 
impressed  if  you  had  heard  what  was  said  before  that.'  'Repeat  if  for  me,'  I 
pleaded,  'May  I  be  sacrificed  for  you!'  He  said,  'Rasulullaah  said  that  if  a 
person  dies  without  ascribing  partners  to  Allaah,  Allaah  shall  open  for  him  all 
eight  gates  of  Jannah  so  that  he  may  enter  from  whichever  gate  he  pleases.' 
Rasulullaah  then  came  out  to  us  and  I  sat  in  front  of  him.  He  however 
turned  his  face  away  from  me  several  times.  When  he  did  it  for  the  fourth  time,  I 
asked,  '0  Nabi  of  Allaah  May  my  parents  be  sacrificed  for  youl  Why  do  you 
turn  your  face  away  from  me?'  Rasulullaah  then  turned  to  me  saying,  'Do 
you  prefer  one  or  twelve?'  Understanding  what  he  meant,  I  returned  to  my 
companions." (2) 

The  Incident  of  Hadhrat  Uthmaan  bin  Abul  Aas 
W$S$  and  his  Tribe  when  they  Came  to  Nabi 

Hadhrat  Uthmaan  bin  Abul  Aas  SS^@®  reports,  "I  arrived  with  the  delegation  of 
the  Thaqeef  tribe  when  they  came  to  see  Rasulullaah  We  were  changing  our 
clothes  at  Rasulullaah  iSH's  door  when  it  was  asked,  "Who  will  hold  our  animals 
for  us?'  Each  one  of  us  wanted  to  go  to  Rasulullaah  and  did  not  want  to  stay 
behind.  Because  I  was  the  youngest  of  them  all,  I  said,  'If  it  pleases  you,  I  shall 
hold  your  camels  for  you  on  condition  that  you  make  a  promise  to  Allaah  that 
you  will  wait  here  for  me  when  you  come  out.'  They  made  the  promise  and  then 
went  in  to  see  Rasulullaah  i^sf, 

(1)  Khateeb,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol. 5  Pg.241). 

(2)  lbn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.1  Pg.77).  Abu  Nu'aym  has  also  reported  the 
narration  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.9  Pg.307). 
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When  they  came  out,  they  said,  'Come!  Let  us  go.'  Where  to?'  I. asked.  'Home,' 
they  replied.  I  protested  saying,  'I  have  left  my  home  to  come  right  here  to 
Rasulullaah  Sill's  door  just  to  return  without  seeing  him  after  you  had  made  me 
the  promise  you  well  acknowledge?!'  'Then  hurry,'  they  said,  'because  we  have 
already  done  all  the  questioning  for  you.  There  is  nothing  that  we  have  not  asked 
Rasulullaah  about.'  I  then  went  in  and  said,  'O  Rasulullaah  iH?!  Pray  to 
Allaah  to  grant  me  a  deep  understanding  of  the  Deen  and  to  teach  me.'  What  was 
it  you  said?'  Rasulullaah  W®Z  asked.  When  I  repeated  my  request,  Rasulullaah 
®gg  remarked,  "You  have  asked  me  for  something  that  none  of  your  companions 
have  asked.  Go!  You  are  now  their  Ameer  and  the  Ameer  of  all  of  your  tribe's 
people  who  come  to  you.'"  The  Hadith  still  continues  further.  (1)  In  another 
-  narration,  Hadhrat  Uthmaan  bin  Abul  Aas  SJSSs  states  that  when  he  entered, 
Rasulullaah  had  a  copy  of  the  Qur'aan  with  him.  This  Rasulullaah 
gave  to  him  when  he  asked  to  have  it. (2) 

Learning,  Teaching  and  Rehearsing  the 
Knowledge  of  Deen  and  Questions  that 
are  Appropriate  and  those  that  are 
Inappropriate 

The  Sahabah  Rehearse  in  Rasulullaah  (bill's 

Gathering  and  Ask  him  Questions 

Hadhrat  Anas  SSXsg&b'  says,  "When  we  used  to  sit  with  Rasulullaah  as  he 
narrated  Ahadeeth  to  us,  we  would  sometimes  number  as  many  as  sixty,  then 
when  Rasulullaah  needed  to  leave  for  some  need,  we  would  rehearse 
amongst  ourselves,  repeating  (what  Rasulullaah  (HH  said)  one  after  the  other 
so  that  it  was  firmly  rooted  in  to  hearts  by  the  time  we  left." 
Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  says,  "After  Rasulullaah        performed  the 

Fajr  salaah,  we  would  turn  towards  him.  Some  of  us  would  then  ask  him  about 
the  Qur'aan,  others  about  inheritance  and  others  about  dreams." (4J 

The  Words  of  Hadhrat  Fudhaala  bin  Ubayd 
to  his  Companions  in  this  Regard 

When  his  companions  used  to  come  to  him,  Hadhrat  Fudhaala  bin  ubayd  Wffi&s 
would  say  to  them,  "Learn  and  teach  each  other,  convey  glad  tidings  and 
increase  (your  knowledge).  May  Allaah  increase  you  in  all  good,  love  you  and 
love  all  those  who  love  you.  Rehearse  the  lessons  (you  have  learnt)  because  the 
reward  for  the  last  one  is  as  great  as  that  of  the  first.  You  should  also  add 

(1)  Tabraani.  Haythami  (Vol.9  Pg.371)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(2)  Tabraani. 

(3)  Abu  Ya'la.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.161)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(4)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.159)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 
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Istighfaar  to  your  discussions." (1) 

Statements  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed  W$t&?>,  Hadhrat 
Ali  W&ffi&J,  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  W&®&j> 
and  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
Concerning  Rehearsing  what  was  Learnt 

Hadhrat  Abu  Nadhra  says  that  when  they  once  requested  Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed 
Khudri  3sB33sSSS^S  to  write  down  Ahadeeth  for  them,  he  said,  "I  shall  never  write  it 
for  you  and  never  make  it  like  the  Qur'aan.  You  should  learn  the  Ahadeeth  from 
us  as  we  had  learnt  from  Rasulullaah  Slif  (by  memory  and  not  in  writing)." 
Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed  Khudri  also  used  to  say,  "Rehearse  the  Ahadeeth 

amongst  yourselves  because  this  reinforces  the  memory."  *2) 
Another  narration  quotes  Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed  Khudri  SSS®®  as  saying,  "Rehearse 
the  Ahadeeth  amongst  yourselves  because  this  rejuvenates  the  memory." 
Hadhrat  Ali  S3!S@©  said,  "Rehearse  the  Ahadeeth  amongst  yourselves  because  if 
you  do  not  do  this,  you  will  forget  them."  (4)  Another  narration  states  that 
Hadhrat  Ali  also  added,  "Keep  visiting  each  other." (5) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  said,  "Rehearse  the  Ahadeeth  amongst 

yourselves  because  this  keeps  it  alive." (6)  Another  narration  quotes  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  as  saying,  "Rehearsing  (Deeni  knowledge  and  the 

Ahadeeth)  reaps  the  reward  of  (Nafl)  salaah."  (7' 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  SS2@s>  said,  "I  prefer  rehearsing  the  knowledge 
of  Deen  for  a  part  of  the  night  to  engaging  in  ibaadah  throughout  the  night."(8) 

Hadhrat  Umar  W$m-  asks  Hadhrat  Ali 
Three  Question  and  is  Overjoyed  with  the  Replies 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Umar  ©BSSSs  once 

addressed  Hadhrat  Ali  SM@sgi  saying,  "O  Abul  Hasan!  There  were  times  when  you 
were  present  with  Rasulullaah  when  we  were  not  and  there  were  times 
when  we  were  present  with  Rasulullaah  when  you  were  not.  I  have  three 
questions  to  pose  to  you.  Do  you  know  anything  about  them?"  "What  are  they?" 
Hadhrat  Ali  asked.  Hadhrat  Umar  UJSsSfe'  said,  "(Is  it  possible  that)  A  man 

likes  another  when  he  has  seen  no  good  in  him  or  dislikes  a  man  when  he  has 
seen  no  bad  in  him?"  "That  is  certainly  possible,"  Hadhrat  Ali  replied, 
"Rasulullaah  once  said,  'All  souls  had  been  gathered  together  in 
metaphysical  realm  where  they  met  and  associated.  Those  that  got  to  know  each 

(1)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.161). 

(2)  Tabraani  in  his  Awsat,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.l6l). 

(3)  Haakim  (Vol.1  Pg.94)  and  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.M  1). 

(4)  Haakim  (Vol.1  Pg.95). 

(5)  lbn  Abi  Shaybah,  as  quoted  by  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.101), 

(6)  Haakim  (Vol.1  Pg.95). 

(7)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Isti'aab  (Vol.1  Pg.22). 

(8)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  isti'aab  (Vol.1  Pg.24). 
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other  there,  bond  in  this  world  and  those  who  were  detached  there  remain 
detached  here."' 

"That  was  one  question  (to  which  we  have  a  reply),"  Hadhrat  Umar  sDl3®g  said, 
"(the  second  question  is  that)  when  speaking  about  something,  a  man  sometimes 
remembers  and  sometimes  forgets."  Hadhrat  Ali  &&&9  responded  by  saying, 
"Rasulullaah  g§H  said,  'Every  heart  has  clouds  passing  over  it  just  as  clouds  pass 
across  the  moon.  While  the  moon  is  shining,  a  cloud  passes  across  it,  causing 
the  light  to  vanish,  but  it  again  shines  through  once  the  cloud  has  passed. 
Similarly,  when  a  man  is  busy  speaking,  one  of  the  clouds  passes  across  (his 
heart),  causing  him  to  forget.  Then  when  it  passes  by,  he  is  once  again  able  to 
remember." 

"That  was  two  questions,"  Hadhrat  Umar  &&&&  said,  "Now, what  about  a  man 
who  sees  dreams,  some  of  which  are  true  and  others  false."  Hadhrat  Ali 
said,  "I  have  a  reply  for  that  as  well.  I  heard  Rasulullaah  <^a§£?  say,  "Whenever  any 
male  or  female  falls  into  a  deep  sleep,  their  soul  rises  up  to  the  Arsh  (Allaah's 
throne).  Those  that  awaken  after  reaching  the  Arsh  have  true  dreams  and  those 
that  awaken  before  Teaching  the  Arsh  have  false  dreams."  Hadhrat  Umar 
remarked,  "These  were  three  answers  that  l  had  been  in  search  of.  I  thank  Allaah 
that  I  have  found  them  before  my  death." (1* 

Hadhrat  Umar  W$>^>  Questions  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  about  the 

Differences  Amongst  the  Ummah 

Hadhrat  Ibraaheem  Taymi  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Umar  W&&?>  was  alone  one  day 
when  he  started  thinking  to  himself.  He  then  sent  for  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Abbaas  W&K&j  and  asked  him,  "How  will  this  Ummah  have  differences  between 
them  when  their  Book  is  one,  their  Nabi  £§H  is  one  and  their  Qibla  is  one?"  "O 
Ameerul  Mu'mineenl"  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  said,  "When  the 

Qur'aan  was  revealed  to  us,  we  recited  it  knowing  exactly  for  what  reason  every 
verse  was  revealed.  However,  after  us  there  shall  come  many  nations  who  will 
recite  the  Qur'aan  without  knowing  why  the  various  verses  were  revealed.  Every 
nation  will  therefore  have  its  own  opinion  about  every  verse.  When  this 
happens,  they  will  naturally  have  differences  between  them  and  when 
differences  crop  up,  they  will  start  to  fight  each  other."  (In  his  grief  over  this) 
Hadhrat  Umar  W&m  rebuked  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  m^m,  who  then 
left.  Hadhrat  Umar  however  realised  the  truth  of  what  Hadhrat  Abdullaah 

bin  Abbaas  USife'  said  and  again  called  for  him.  When  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Abbaas  arrived,  Hadhrat  Umar  said  to  him,  "Do  repeat  what  you 

have  said."  *2) 


(1)  Tabraani  in  his  Awsat.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.162)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(2)  Sa'eed  bin  Mansoor,  Bayhaqi  and  Khateeb,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  UmmaaltyoU  pg.228). 
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Hadhrat  Umar  'tM%$&£  Qjiestions  the  Sahabah 
about  a  Particular  verse  and  is  Impressed 
by  the  Reply  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah 
bin  Abbaas  gave 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  Sffi®©  narrates,  "Hadhrat  Umar  SS3s@ei  once  said, 
'I  recited  a  verse  last  night  that  kept  me  awake.  (The  verse  is): 


Would  any  of  you  like  to  own  a  garden  (an  orchard)  containing  all  types 
of  fruit  for  himself,  with  palm  trees,  vines  and  rivers  flowing  beneath? 
(Later,  however)  He  then  suffers  old  age  while  he  (still)  has  weak 
(young)  children  (who  cannot  assist  him)  and  a  severe  wind  carrying 
fire  strikes  (his  orchard),  burning  it  down  (leaving  him  in  desperate 
want  when  he  most  needs  wealth  to  care  for  his  children),  in  this 
manner  does  Allaah  make  His  Aayaat  clear  for  you  so  that  you  may 
ponder.  {Surah  Baqarah,  verse  266} 
'What  does  it  refer  to?'  Hadhrat  Umar  SKSfe'  wanted  to  know.  When  some 
people  responded  by  saying,  'Allaah  knows  best',  Hadhrat  Umar  3£li3@!&'  said,  'I 
know  well  that  Allaah  knows  best,  but  1  have  asked  because  if  any  of  you  know 
anything  about  it  or  have  heard  anything  about  it,  he  should  inform  me  about 
what  he  has  heard.'  Everyone  was  silent.  Hadhrat  umar  then  noticed  me 

whispering  something  and  said,  'Dear  son  of  my  brother!  Say  your  piece  and  do 
not  undermine  yourself.'  'It  is  actions  that  are  being  referred  to,'  I  said.  'What 
makes  you  say  that  actions  are  being  referred  to?'  I  said,  'It  was  something  that 
came  to  my  heart  which  I  stated.'  Hadhrat  Umar  3£JS@»  then  left  me  and  started 
explaining  it  himself.  He  said,  You  are  right,  dear  son  of  my  brother.  It  is  actions 
that  are  being  referred  to.  A  man  is  most  in  need  of  his  orchard  when  he  is  old 
and  when  he  has  many  dependents.  He  is  also  most  in  need  of  his  actions  on  the 
Day  of  Qiyaamah.  You  are  definitely  right,  dear  son  of  my  brother. . 

Hadhrat  Umar  Questions  Hadhrat 

Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  about  Some  Difficulty 

he  was  Experiencing  with  Surah  Nasr 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  JSBSiSSS  says,  "Because  Hadhrat  Umar  iiJ.S@S>  used 
to  allow  me  in  with  the  veterans  of  Badr,  Hadhrat  Abdur  Rahmaan  bin  Auf  3gK$a&' 
objected  saying,  'Why  do  you  allow  this  youngster  in  with  us  when  we  have 
children  his  age?'  Hadhrat  Umar  replied,  'He  is  of  a  calibre  that  you  will 

(1)  Abd  bin  Humayd  and  Ibn  Mundhir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.1  Pg.234)  reporting  from 
reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haakim  (Vo!.3  Pg.542) 
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soon  come  to  know.'  Hadhrat  Umar  i§JGa@9  therefore  summoned  them  one  day 
and  called  for  me  as  well.  I  believe  that  he  called  them  that  day  only  to  show  me 
off  to  them.  He  said,  'What  comments  do  you  have  about  the  (following)  words  of 
Allaah: 

tf?  Rasulullaah  f&$f!)  When  Allaah's  help  (to  the  Muslims)  and  victory 
come  and  you  see  people  entering  the  Deen  of  Allaah  in  droves  then 
glorify  the  praises  of  your  Rabb  (in  gratitude  for  this  great  favour)  and 
seek  forgiveness  from  Him.  Without  doubt,  He  is  the  Greatest  Acceptor 
of  repentance.  {Surah  Nasr} 
Some  said,  "Allaah  is  commanding  us  to  praise  him  and  seek  His  forgiveness 
when  His  help  arrives  and  when  he  grants  us  victory.'  Others  conceded  that  they 
were  unable  to  comment  and  others  remained  silent.  Hadhrat  Umar  then 
said  to  me,  'O  son  of  Abbaas!  Do  you  share  that  view?'  when  I  declared  that  I  did 
not,  he  asked,  'Then  what  have  you  to  say?'  I  replied,  'The  Surah  speaks  of  the 
demise  of  Rasulullaah  8MHs  that  Allaah  is  informing  him  about.  Allaah  is  saying 
to  Rasulullaah  Sill:  'when  Allaah's  help  and  victory,  namely  the  Conquest  of 
Makkah,  come  and  you  see  people  (entering  the  Deen  of  Allaah  in  droves),  then 
this  is  an  indication  that  your  demise  is  imminent.  At  this  stage,  you  should 
glorify  the  praises  of  your  Rabb  and  seek  forgiveness  from  Him.  Without  doubt, 
He  is  the  Greatest  Acceptor  of  repentance.'  Hadhrat  Umar  then  remarked, 

'That  is  exactly  what  I  understood.'"*1* 

Another  narration  quotes  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  SSSSSSs  said, 
"Because  Hadhrat  Umar  *sI3<3»  used  to  consult  with  me  together  with  the  senior 
Sahabah  ®»  of  Rasulullaah         Hadhrat  Abdur  Rahmaan  bin  Auf 
objected  saying,  *why  do  you  consult  him  with  us  ..."  The  rest  of  the  narration  is 
like  the  one  above. {2) 

Hadhrat  Umar  ^5@£>  and  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Abbaas  Discuss  a  Verse  and  an  Incident  with 

Hadhrat  Ali 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  reports  that  he  once  asked  Hadhrat  Umar 

Wm®  about  the  verse: 

O  you  who  have  Imaan!  Do  not  ask  questions  concerning  those  things 
that  you  will  dislike  when  they  are  made  known  to  you  (because  they 
are  too  difficult  to  carry  out).  {Surah  Maa'idah,  verse  101 } 

(1)  Sa'eed  bin  Mansoor,  lbn  Sa'd,  Abu  Ya'la,  Ibn  Jareer,  Ibn  Mundhir,  Tabraani,  Ibn  Mardway,  Abu 
Nu'aym  and  Bayhaqi  both  in  their  Dalaa'il,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.!  Pg.276).  Abu 
Nu'aym  has  also  reported  the  narration  in  his  Hilya  (Vol. I  Pg.317) 

(2)  Haakim  (vol.3  Pg.539),  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Dhahabi. 
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Hadhrat  Umar  explained,  "When  some  people  from  amongst  the 

Muhaajireen  had  certain  doubts  about  their  lineage,  they  said,  'We  wish  that 
Allaah  would  reveal  verses  of  the  Qur'aan  concerning  our  lineage.'  It  was  then 
that  Allaah  revealed  the  verse  you  have  just  recited." 

Hadhrat  Umar  then  asked  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  JeJi^Sg  about 

Hadhrat  Ali  bin  Abi  Taalib  saying,  "I  know  that  if  that  companion  of  yours 

assumes  the  post  of  Khilaafah,  he  will  be  abstinent.  However,  I  fear  that  he 
should  not  be  carried  away  by  conceit."  "What  are  you  saying,  O  Ameerul 
Mu'mineen?"  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  SSS®@  exclaimed,  "You  are  well 
aware  of  (the  virtues  of)  our  companion.  By  Allaah!  He  has  never  changed  or 
spoiled  (after  the  demise  of  Rasulullaah  iHi)  and  has  never  offended 
Rasulullaah  &S^?  as  long  as  he  stayed  with  Rasulullaah  Hadhrat  Umar 

asked,  "And  what  about  Abu  Jahal's  daughter  that  he  wanted  to  marry 
while  Faatima  tSSGgggg  was  still  his  wife  (did  this  not  upset  Rasulullaah  <sM)T 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  replied  by  arguing,  "Concerning  the 

decisive  error  Hadhrat  Aadam        made,  Allaah  says: 

...but  he  forgot  and  We  did  not  find  him  to  be  determined  (to  disobey 

Our  command).  {Surah  TaaHaa,  verse  1 1 5} 
Similarly,  our  companion  was  not  determined  to  offend  Rasulullaah  The 
idea  was  merely  a  thought  that  no  person  is  capable  of  driving  out  of  the  mind, 
in  addition  to  this,  people  with  a  deep  understanding  and  profound  knowledge  of 
Allaah's  Deen  are  also  prone  to  err  sometimes.  However,  they  retract  and  repent 
as  soon  as  they  are  alerted."  Hadhrat  Umar  is$S@e>  then  said,  "A  person  will  be 
sorely  mistaken  if  he  thinks  that  he  will  ever  be  able  to  dive  and  reach  the  depths 
(of  knowledge  and  wisdom)  with  people  like  you." (1) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  W&§M>  Asks  Hadhrat 
Aaisha  About  a  Hadith  that  Hadhrat  Abu 

Hurayrah  Reported  about 

Attending  Funerals 

Hadhrat  Sa'd  bin  Abi  Waqqaas  5SS3®jg>  reports  that  he  was  once  sitting  with 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  SJ3®&  when  Hadhrat  Khabbaab  came  there  saying, 
"O  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  Have  you  heard  what  Abu  Hurayrah  is 

saying?  He  claims  to  have  heard  Rasulullaah  fHil  say,  'When  a  person 
accompanies  a  funeral  bier  from  the  house,  performs  the  Janaazah  salaah  and 
then  follows  it  until  it  has  been  buried,  he  will  receive  the  reward  of  two  Qiraats, 
each  Qiraat  being  equal  to  Mount  Uhud  in  magnitude.  As  for  the  person  who 
returns  after  performing  the  janaazah  salaah,  he  shall  have  a  reward  equal  in 
magnitude  to  Mount  Uhud'." 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  sent  Hadhrat  Khabbaab  to  Hadhrat  Aa'isha 


(1)  Zubayr  bin  Bakkaar  in  his  Muwaffaqiyaat,  as  quoted  in  Muntakhab  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.5  Pg.229). 
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with  instructions  to  verify  the  words  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah 
and  to  then  report  what  she  said  back  to  him.  In  the  meantime,  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Umar  took  a  handful  of  pebbles  from  the  ground  and  kept 

turning  them  over  in  his  hand  until  Hadhrat  Khabbaab  returned.  When  Hadhrat 
Aa'isha  W3&s>  confirmed  what  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  said,  Hadhrat 

Abdullaah  bin  Umar  SSSS^s  threw  the  pebbles  down  saying,  "We  have  lost  a  great 
number  of  Qiraats."  ^ 

Another  narration  adds  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  S3tS@@  said,  "We  (the  poor 
men  of  Suffa)  had  neither  plantations  nor  trade  in  the  marketplaces  to  distract  us 
from  being  with  Rasulullaah  g§$i.  All  I  did  was  to  seek  a  word  from  Rasulullaah 
to  teach  me  or  a  morsel  to  feed  me  (I  therefore  heard  a  lot  that  others  did 
not  hear)."  To  this,  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  remarked,  "O  Abu 

Hurayrah  SIS®!!  You  stayed  more  with  Rasulullaah  than  we  did  and 
therefore  know  more  Ahadeeth  than  us." (2) 

The  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
Concerning  how  Few  Questions  the  Sahabah 
mm&  Posed  to  Rasulullaah 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  g|Ss2«gi  said,  "I  have  never  seen  people  better  than 
the  Sahabah  isSiS^gi  of  Rasulullaah  SHi.  Until  he  passed  away,  they  did  not  ask 
him  more  than  thirteen  questions,  all  of  which  appear  in  the  Qur'aan  (Some  of 
these  are):  "They  (the  Sahabah  £330$)  ask  you  (O  Rasulullaah  ££S§)  about  the 
sacred  months",  "They  ask  you  about  wine  and  gambling",  "They  ask  you  about 
orphans",  "They  ask  you  about  menstruation",  "They  ask  you  about  the  spoils 
of  war",  "They  ask  you  about  what  they  should  spend".  The  Sahabah  SsS8 
questioned  Rasulullaah  ®£|  only  about  matters  that  were  of  benefit  to  them." 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  ©J2@§  stated  further,  "The  first  beings  to  perform 
Tawaaf  of  the  Kabah  were  the  angels.  Between  the  Hajar  (Aswad)  and  the  Rukn 
Yamaani  are  the  graves  of  several  Ambiyaa.  When  any  of  these  Ambiyaa  was 
harassed  by  his  people,  he  left  them  to  worship  Allaah  here  until  he  passed 
away." (3' 

The  Women  of  the  Ansaar  ask  Rasulullaah 
Questions  about  Deen  and  Hadhrat  Ummu  Sulaym 
W&®$£>  asks  about  Wet  Dreams 

Hadhrat  Aa'isha  Gg!£sSSs>  said,  "The  women  of  the  Ansaar  were  the  best  of  women. 
Modesty  did  not  prevent  them  from  asking  questions  about  Deen  and  attaining  a 
deep  understanding  of  Deen." (4) 

Hadhrat  Ummu  Sulaym  narrates  that  she  was  sitting  next  to  Rasulullaah 

(1)  Muslim,  as  quoted  in  Targheeb  wat  Tarheeb  (Vol.5  Pg.302). 

(2)  Haakim  (Vol.3  Pg.510).  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.332)  has  reported  a  similar  narration. 

(3)  Tabraani.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.158)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators.  Bazzaar  has  reported 
a  similar  narration,  as  quoted  in  Al  itqaan. 

(4)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  pg.88). 
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W$£s  wife  Hadhrat  Ummu  Salamah  when  she  asked,  "O  Rasulullaah 

Should  a  woman  have  a  bath  if  she  dreams  that  her  husband  is  having 
intercourse  with  her?"  "Shame  on  you,  Q  Ummu  Sulaym!"  Hadhrat  Ummu 
Salamah  W£®&>  cried  out,  'You  have  disgraced  all  women  in  front  of  Rasulullaah 
£§$|!"  Hadhrat  Ummu  Sulaym  W38&?>  responded  by  saying,  "Allaah  does  not  shy 
away  from  the  truth  and  rather  than  remaining  in  darkness  about  the  matters  we 
find  difficulty  with,  we  must  ask  Rasulullaah  Rasulullaah        replied  to 

the  question  by  saying,  "Bless  you,  O  Ummu  Sulaym!  The  woman  should  take  a 
bath  if  she  finds  any  semen."  "O  Rasulullaah  il$§!"  Hadhrat  Ummu  Salamah 
exclaimed,  "Do  women  also  have  semen?"  "Then  how  else  do  her  children 
resemble  her?"  Rasulullaah       asked,  "Women  are  but  offshoots  of  men." (,) 

The  Consequences  of  Asking  too  many  Questions 
and  Hadhrat  Ab  dull  a  ah  bin  Mas'ood  WfflSS&s 
Condemnation  of  the  Same 

Hadhrat  Sa'd  §P@sS,  "People  used  to  question  each  other,  about  certain  matters 
that  Rasulullaah  (Jfjgi  mentioned  and  would  then  question  Rasulullaah  {S5i>  so 
much  about  it  that  although  it  had  been  Halaal,  it  would  eventually  be  declared 
Haraam."  *2) 

Hadhrat  Jaabir  SKSSsSsi  says,  "The  verses  of  Li'aan  were  revealed  only  because  of 
the  many  questions  that  were  asked." (3) 

When  people  were  posing  too  many  questions  to  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
JSSSiSj®,  he  said  to  Hadhrat  Haarith  bin  Qais,  "O  Haar  bin  Qaisl  What  do  you  think 
they  ask  so  many  questions  for?"  Hadhrat  Haarith  replied,  "They  want  to  know 
the  answers  only  to  forget  them  afterwards  (they  have  no  intention  of  putting 
their  knowledge  into  practice)."  To  this,  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  §Ka@s> 
remarked,  "I  swear  by  the  Being  besides  Whom  there  is  none  worthy  of  worship 
that  You  are  right!" (4) 

The  Sahabah  Condemn  Asking  about  Things 

that  have  not  Occurred 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  once  said,  "O  people!  Never  ask  about  things 

that  have  not  happened  because  Hadhrat  Umar  S3!2i@8i  use  to  curse  people  who 
asked  about  things  that  have  not  happened." (5) 

Hadhrat  Umar  said,  "It  is  not  permissible  to  ask  about  things  that  have 

not  happened  because  Allaah  has  already  decreed  everything  that  is  still  to 
happen."  ^ 

Hadhrat  Khaarijah  bin  Zaid  bin  Thaabit  narrates  that  his  father  (Hadhrat  Zaid  bin 

(1)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.88). 

(2)  Bazzaar.  Haythami  (Vol.  1  Pg.  158)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators.  , 

(3)  Bazzaar,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.158), 

(4)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.158); 

(5)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.  1 43) . 

(6)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.142). 
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Thaabit  JSP@g)  would  never  voice  his  opinion  concerning  anything  he  was 
asked  about  until  he  ascertained  whether  the  matter  problem  had  already 
occurred.  If  it  did  not  yet  occur  he  would  not  say  anything  and  he  would 
comment  only  if  it  had  occurred.  Therefore,  whenever  he  was  once  asked 
something,  he  queried,  "Has  it  already  happened?"  "O  Abu  Sa'eed,"  the  reply 
would  come,  "it  has  not  yet  happened,  but  we  are  preparing  for  it."  "Then  leave 
it,"  he  would  reply.  It  was  then  only  when  the  incident  actually  occurred  that  he 
would  duly  inform  the  people  (about  what  to  do). (1* 

Hadhrat  Masrooq  relates,  "When  I  once  questioned  Hadhrat  Ubay  bin  Ka'b 
about  something,  he  asked,  'Has  this  actually  occurred?'  When  I  informed 
him  that  it  did  not,  he  remarked,  'Then  let  us  rest  until  it  does.'"  Another 
narration'2'  adds  that  he  said,  "Then  let  us  rest  until  it  does  happen.  Then  when 
it  does  happen,  we  shall  be  able  to*  apply  ourselves  and  to  get  a  solution  for 
you." (3) 

Hadhrat  Aamir  narrates  that  when  Hadhrat  Ammaar  S3!S@?>  was  once  questioned 
about  something,  he  asked,  "Has  this  actually  occurred?"  When  informed  that  it 
did  not,  he  remarked,  "Then  leave  us  until  it  does.  Then  when  it  happens,  we 
shall  be  able  to  apply  ourselves  and  to  get  a  solution  for  you." (4) 

Learning  and  Teaching  the  Qur'aan  and 
Reciting  it  to  People 

Rasulullaah  iHi  Encourages  a  Person  who  Earned 
a  Profit  to  Learn  the  Qur'aan 

Hadhrat  Abu  Umaamah  SSag&S©  narrates  that  a.  man  once  came  to  Rasulullaah 
Uiif  and  explained  how  much  profit  he  had  earned  by  buying  (and  selling)  the 
shares  of  a  particular  tribe.  "Should  I  not  inform  you  about  something  even  more 
profitable?"  Rasulullaah  asked.  "Can  there  be  anything  more  profitable?"  the 
man  asked.  Rasulullaah  replied,  "For  a  man  to  learn  ten  verses  of  the 
Qur'aan."  The  man  then  went  to  learn  ten  verses,  which  he  reported  to 
Rasulullaah  (>»5> 

Rasulullaah  (i^f  Teaches  Hadhrat  Ubay  bin  Ka'b 
the  Virtue  of  Surah  Faatiha 

Hadhrat  Ubay  bin  Ka'b  5I3©@^  narrates,  "Rasulullaah  (SH  once  said  to  me, 
'Should  I  not  inform  you  of  a  Surah,  the  like  of  which  has  not  been  revealed  in 
the  Torah,  the  zaboor,  the  Injeel  or  the  Qur'aan?'  'Certainly,'  I  replied.  Rasulullaah 
(JiSai  said,  'I  expect  that  you  will  know  it  before  you  leave  through  that  door.' 
Rasulullaah  ®Sf  then  stood  up  and  I  stood  up  with  him,  as  he  continued 

(1)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (V'ol.2  Pg.142). 

(2)  ibnsa'd  (Vol.3Pg.500). 

(3)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.142). 

(4)  [bnSa'd(VoI.3Pg.256). 

(5)  Tabraani,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.7  Pg.l65). 
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speaking  to  me  with  my  hand  in  his.  I  then  started  to  slow  down  fearing  that 
Rasulullaah  S§H  would  leave  before  informing  me  about  the  Surah.  As  we  drew 
close  to  the  door,  I  said,  'O  Rasulullaah  @S§!  The  Surah  that  you  promised  me?' 
Rasulullaah  asked,  What  do  you  recite  when  you  stand  up  in  salaah?'  I  then 
recited  Surah  Faatiha.  Thereafter,  Rasulullaah  said,  'That's  it!  That's  it!  Those 
are  the  seven  often  repeated  verses  that  I  have  been  granted  and  about  which 
Allaah  speaks  when  He  says: 

(avojT:^>    40  ju^ji     y&i  & 

Verily  We  have  granted  you  (O  Muhammad  seven  verses  that  are 
often  repeated  (especially  in  salaah),  and  the  Glorious  Qur'aan.  {Surah 
Hijr,  verse  87 

Rasulullaah  £§H  Teaches  the  Men  of  Suffa 

Hadhrat  Anas  says,  "Abu  Talha  once  arrived  (at  the  Masjid}  to  find 

Rasulullaah  (®if  teaching  the  men  of  Suffa  with  a  portion  of  a  rock  tied  to  his 
belly  in  order  to  keep  his  back  straight  because  of  extreme  hunger." (2) 

Rasulullaah  S§  Overhears  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa 

Ash'ari  &&&&  Reciting  the  Qur'aan  to  some  People 

Hadhrat  Anas  SPSS*©  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  JSSS@rs  was  once 
sitting  at  home  and  when  some  people  gathered  there,  he  started  reciting  the 
Qur'aan  to  them.  A  man  then  went  to  Rasulullaah  2Si§£  saying,  "O  Rasulullaah 
Should  I  not  tell  something  remarkable  of  Abu  Moosa  WS^S?  He  was 
sitting  at  home  when  some  people  gathered  there  and  he  started  reciting  the 
Qur'aan  to  them."  "Can  you  find  me  a  place  to  sit  from  where  none  of  them  will 
be  able  to  see  me?"  Rasulullaah  asked.  "Certainly,"  the  man  said. 
Rasulullaah  ©H  then  went  with  the  man,  who  seated  him  in  a  place  from  where 
none  of  the  people  could  see  him.  After  listening  to  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari 
@)S®*  reciting  the  Qur'aan,  Rasulullaah  &j?  remarked,  "He  recites  in  one  of  the 
tunes  of  the  family  of  Dawood  £M£n{3) 

Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  Teaches  the 

Qur'aan  in  the  Jaami  Masjid  of  Basrah 

Hadhrat  Anas  S!S@s  relates,  "Hadhrat  (Abu  Moosa)  Ash'ari  §J!S@g>  once  sent  me 
to  Hadhrat  Umar  ©13@g>.  Hadhrat  Umar  asked,  'How  was  Ash'ari  when 

you  left?'  I  replied,  'He  was  busy  teaching  Qur'aan.  to  the  people  when  I  left.' 
Hadhrat  Umar  remarked,  'Take  note  that  he  is  an  extremely  intelligent 

man.  You  should  however  never  let  this  reach  his  ears.  How  were  the  Bedouins 
when  you  left?'  'The  Ash'ari  people?'  I  asked.  'No,  the  people  of  Basrah,'  he 
replied.  'They  will  be  extremely  offended  to  hear  that  (you  are  referring  to  them 

(1)  Bayhaqi,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.1  Pg.220), 

(2)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Voi.l  Pg.342). 

(3)  Abu  Ya'la,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.9  Pg.360).  Ibn  Asaakir 
has  reported  a  similar  narration,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal '  (Vol.7  Pg.94). 
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as  Bedouins),'  I  remarked.  Hadhrat  Umar  5iS53®gi  said,  'Then  you  need  not  inform 
them.  They  will  all  remain  Bedouins  except  for  the  man  amongst  them  whom 
Allaah  blesses  with  the  inspiration  to  wage  Jihaad  in  the  path  of  Allaah." (1) 
Hadhrat  Abu  Rajaa  Utaaridi  says,  "Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  SsSSffSSJ  used  to 
come  around  to  us  in  this  Masjid  of  Basrah  and  sit  in  each  gathering,  I  can  still 
picture  him  wearing  two  white  sheets  as  he  taught  the  Qur'aan.  It  was  from  him 
that  I  learnt  the  Surah  jl* iJJi  li£ tjusurah  Alaq),  It  was  the  first  Surah 
revealed  to  Allaah's  Rasool  Muhammad  iSS?."® 

Hadhrat  Ali  Memorises  the  Qur'aan  after 

the  Demise  of  Rasulullaah 

Hadhrat  Ali  says,  'When  Rasulullaah  iHi  left  this  world,  1  vowed  never  to 

remove  my  shawl  from  my  back  (would  not  rest)  until  1  had  memorised  what  was 
contained  between  the  two  covers  (of  the  Qur'aan),  1  therefore  did  not  remove 
the  shawl  until  I  had  memorised  the  entire  Qur'aan." (3) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  W&&&>  Learns  Surah 
Baqarah  in  Four  Years 

Hadhrat  Maymoon  g&gftg  reports  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar 
learnt  Surah  Baqara  in  four  years. 

Hadhrat  Salmaan  ^3s®jgS  Recites  Surah  Yusuf  to 
the  People  in  the  Masjid  of  Madaa'in 

A  man  from  the  Ashja  tribe  narrates  that  when  the  people  of  Madaa'in  heard  that 
Hadhrat  Salmaan  *!3!3®g)  was  in  the  Masjid,  they  continued  arriving  there  until 
almost  a  thousand  people  had  gathered.  Hadhrat  Salmaan  ©sagfe'  stood  up  and 
bade  the  people  to  sit  down.  When  they  were  all  seated,  he  started  reciting  Surah 
Yusuf.  The  people  then  started  dispersing  and  leaving  until  there  were  only  about 
a  hundred  people  left.  Hadhrat  Salmaan  became  very  angry  and  said, 

"You  want  an  enchanting  lecture,  but  when  I  recite  the  Book  of  Allaah  to  you, 
you  start  to  leave!?" (5) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  'Mz®&>  Teaches 
Qur'aan  to  the  People  and  Encourages 
them  to  Learn 

whenever  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  &&&&  taught  a  verse  of  the  Qur'aan 
to  someone,  he  would  say,  'This  (verse)  is  better  than  everything  upon  which  the 
sun  rises  and  everything  upon  the  surface  of  the  earth.  He  would  then  say  this  for 

(1)  Ibn  Sa'd(Vol.4Pg.l62).      ~  — — — 

(2)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.256). 

(3)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.67). 

(4)  lbnSa'd(Vol.4Pg.l2l). 

(5)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.203). 
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every  verse  of  the  Qur'aan.  Another  narration  states  that  when  people  arrived  at 
his  house  every  morning,  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  SSSljg  would  bade 
them  to  sit  down  and  then  passing  by  each  person  learning  the  Qur'aan,  he 
would  ask  them  which  verse  they  had  reached.  When  they  informed  him,  he 
would  then  teach  them  the  next  verse  and  say,  "Learn  it  because  it  is  better  for 
you  than  everything  between  the  heavens  and  the  earth.  In  fact,  for  a  person  to 
even  look  at  a  verse  of  the  Qur'aan  written  somewhere  outside  the  Qur'aan  is 
better  than  everything  between  the  heavens  and  the  earth."  He  would  then 
proceed  to  the  next  person  and  tell  him  the  same  thing,  until  he  had  said  it  to 
each  one  of  them.  (I) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  §S2@?>  used  to  say  to  the  people,  "Ensure  that 
you  stick  to  this  Qur'aan  because  it  is  Allaah's  tablecloth  (laden  with  food). 
Whoever  is  capable  of  taking  anything  from  Allaah's  tablecloth  should  do  so. 
Knowledge  is  acquired  only  through  studies."  ^ 

Another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  3S3.@@©  said,  "Verily 
this  Qur'aan  is  Allaah's  tablecloth  (laden  with  food).  Whoever  is  capable  of 
learning  anything  from  it  should  do  so  because  the  house  most  deprived  of  any 
good  is  the  one  that  has  nothing  of  the  Allaah's  Book  within  it.  Indeed,  the  house 
with  nothing  of  Allaah's  Book  in  it  is  like  a  deserted  house  with  none  to  occupy  it 
and  Shaytaan  leaves  the  house  in  which  he  hears  Surah  Baqarah." (3) 

Hadhrat  Umar  W&S&j  Instructs  a  Man  to  Leave  his 
Door  to  Study  the  Qur'aan 

Hadhrat  Hasan  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Umar  SMiS©  once  said  to  a  man  who  very 
often  came  to  his  door,  "Go  and  study  the  Book  of  Allaah."  The  man  left  and 
Hadhrat  Umar  £2&&s>  actually  started  to  miss  him.  When  Hadhrat  Umar  SsS&SSS 
met  him  again,  Hadhrat  Umar  Hh£%&9  almost  rebuked  him.  the  man  said,  "I  have 
found  in  the  Book  of  Allaah  such  things  that  have  made  me  independent  of  being 
at  Umar  mm's  door."  <4)  • 

What  Amount  of  the  Qur'aan  Should  every 
Muslim  Learn 

Hadhrat  Umar  said,  "It  is  necessary  for  every  Muslim  man  to  learn  six 

Surahs,  two  Surahs  for  the  Fajr  salaah,  two  Surahs  for  the  Maghrib  salaah  and 
two  Surahs  for  the  Isha  salaah." (5) 

Hadhrat  Miswar  bin  Makhrama  says  that  he  heard  Hadhrat  Umar 

say,  "Learn  Surah  Baqarah,  Surah  Nisaa,  Surah  Maa'idah,  Surah  Hajj  and  Surah 

Noor  because  they  contain  the  Faraa'idh." (6) 

(1)  Tabraani,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.7  Pg.167). 

(2)  Bazzaar,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.129). 

(3)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.130). 

(4)  Ibn  Abi  Shaybah,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal '(Vol.1  Pg.217). 

(5)  Abdur  Razzaaq,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.  1  Pg.2 1 7). 

(6)  Haakim  and  Bayhaqi. 
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Hadhrat  Haaritha  bin  Mudarrib  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Umar  W&&?>  wrote  to 
them  with  instructions  to  learn  Surah  Nisaa,  Surah  Ahzaab  and  Surah  Noor.  (1) 
Another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Umar  said,  "Learn  Surah  Baraa'ah, 

teach  Surah  Noor  to  your  women  and  give  them  silver  jewellery  to  wear." (2) 

What  a  Person  Ought  to  do  when  it  is  Difficult  for 
him  to  Learn  the  Qur'aan 

Hadhrat  Abu  Rayhaana  3s3.©!@eS  reports  that  he  once  complained  to  Rasulullaah 
t&8§  that  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  learn  the  Qur'aan  and  that  what  he  learnt 
escaped  his  memory.  Rasulullaah  advised  him  saying,  "Do  not  take  on 
more  than  you  can  manage  and  perform  Sajdah  (Natl  salaah)  in  abundance." 
Hadhrat  Umayrah  reports,  "Hadhrat  Abu  Rayhaana  came  to  Asqalaan  where  he 
used  to  perform  Sajdah  in  abundance." (3) 

Specialising  in  the  Qur'aan 

Hadhrat  Qaradha  bin  Ka'b  reports  that  when  they  were  leaving  for  Iraq, 

Hadhrat  Umar  W&tg&j  accompanied  them  to  a  place  called  Siraar.  There  Hadhrat 
Umar  JsSSi&Ss!  performed  wudhu  and  said,  "Do  you  know  why  I  have  walked  with 
you?"  "Yes,"  they  replied,  "you  have  walked  with  us  because  we  are  the  Sahabah 
%&&mS  of  Rasulullaah  fgii."  Hadhrat  Umar  JsSSjSSg  said,  "(I  have  come  to  tell 
you  that)  You  are  headed  for  a  region  where  the  people  are  humming  with  the 
recitation  of  the  Qur'aan  just  as  bees  are  constantly  humming.  Do  not  preoccupy 
them  by  narrating  Ahadeeth  before  them.  They  should  occupy  themselves  with 
the  Qur'aan  alone  and  narrate  few  Ahadeeth  of  Rasulullaah  Proceed  and  I 
shall  be  with  you." 

When  Hadhrat  Qaradha  51XS@t>  arrived  at  there  (in  Iraq)  and  the  people  asked 
him  to  narrate  Ahadeeth  to  them,  he  said,  "Hadhrat  Umar  bin  Khattaab  *gll£@se> 
has  prohibited  us." (4) 

Another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Umar  ©J5@!ss>  said,  "Do  not  preoccupy  them 
with  Ahadeeth  for  it  will  prevent  them  from  mastering  the  Qur'aan."  Yet  another 
narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Umar  asked  the  Sahabah  ®§S55@s,  "Do  you 

know  why  I  have  walked  with  you?"  They  replied,  "You  have  walked  with  us 
because  you  wish  to  see  us  off  and  to  honour  us."  Hadhrat  Umar  said,  "In 

addition  to  that,  I  have  come  for  another  purpose  as  well.  (I  have  come  to  tell 
you  that)  You  are  headed  for  a  region  where..."  The  rest  of  the  narration  is  like 
the  one  above.  (5) 


(1)  Abuubayd. 

(2)  Sa'eed  bin  Mansoor,  Abu  Shaikh  and  Bayhaqi,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal '(Vol.1  Pg.224). 

(3)  Abdul  Ghaaflr  bin  Salaamah  Himsi  in  his  Taareekh,  as  quoted  in  lsaabah  (Vol.2  Pg,156). 

(4)  Haakim  (Vol.1  Pg.102),  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Dhahabi. 

(5)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.120).  lbn  Sa'd  (Vol.6  Pg.7)  has  reported  a  similar  narration 
with  the  words  "it  will  prevent  them  from  specialising  in  the  Qur'aan"  in  place  of  the  words  "it  will 
prevent  them  from  mastering  the  Qur'aan". 
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Reproaching  Those  who  Question  the 

Mutashaabih(1)  Verses  of  the  Qur'aan 

Hadhrat  Umar  Reproaches  Sabeegh  for 

Questioning  the  Mutashaabih  Verses  of  the  Qur'aan 

A  freed  slave  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  JSP&g;  narrates  that  an  Iraqi  called 
Sabeegh  in  the  Muslim  army  was  questioning  certain  (Mutashaabih)  verses  of  the 
Qur'aan  and  continued  doing  so  until  he  reached  Egypt.  From  there,  Hadhrat  Amr 
bin  Al  Aas  JSP®®  sent  him  to  Hadhrat  Umar  bin  Khattaab  JSPSSsi.  A  messenger 
brought  the  letter  to  Hadhrat  Umar  JSPsl®  and  after  he  had  read  it,  he  asked, 
"Where  is  the  man?"  "He  is  still  on  the  carriage,"  replied  the  messenger.  Hadhrat 
Umar  JsPS®  instructed,  "Go  see  if  he  is  still  there  because  I  will  punish  you  very 
severely  if  he  has  escaped." 

When  Sabeegh  came,  Hadhrat  Umar  !2SS®s>  said  to  him,  "What  are  your 
questions?"  When  he  stated  his  case,  Hadhrat  Umar  ©SShSSsi  asked  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Umar  JSP@g  for  a  branch  of  a  date  palm.  He  then  beat  the  man 
until  his  back  was  scarred.  Hadhrat  Umar  W$$&j  then  left  him  until  his  wounds 
healed.  Thereafter,  he  repeated  the  treatment  and  again  left  him  to  recover.  When 
Hadhrat  Umar  J§P®s  called  him  back  for  more  of  the  same,  Sabeegh  pleaded 
with  him  saying,  "O  Ameerul  Mu'mineenI  If  you  wish  to  kill  me,  do  so  in  a  nice 
manner  and  if  you  intend  to  cure  me,  then  I  swear  by  Allaah  that  I  have  already 
been  cured." 

Hadhrat  Umar  JSSSS&Sg  then  permitted  him  to  return  to  his  land  but  sent  a  letter 
with  him  to  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  JSSSSsSsi  stating  that  none  of  the 
Muslims  should  associate  with  him.  When  this  became  unbearable  for  him, 
Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  wrote  back  to  Hadhrat  Umar  JSfiaQ*  stating 

that  Sabeegh  had  truly  reformed.  It  was  only  then  that  Hadhrat  Umar  JS3SSS® 
permitted  the  people  to  associate  with  him.  ^ 

Another  narration  from  Hadhrat  Sulaymaan  bin  Yasaar  states  that  a  man  from 
the  Banu  Tameem  called  Sabeegh  bin  Isl  once  arrived  in  Madinah.  He  had  many 
books  and  always  questioned  the  Mutashaabih  verses  of  the  Qur'aan.  When 
Hadhrat  Umar  JIMS®  heard  about  this,  he  sent  for  Sabeegh  while  keeping  some 
branches  of  the  date  palm  ready  for  him.  When  he  arrived,  Hadhrat  Umar  JS5©©«> 
asked  him  who  he  was.  "I  am  the  servant  of  Allaah,  Sabeegh,"  came  the  reply. 
"And  I  am  the  servant  of  Allaah,  Umar!"  Hadhrat  Umar  JIfi®g  retorted.  Hadhrat 
Umar  JSSS®gS  then  motioned  him  (to  come  forward)  and  started  beating  him  with 

(1)  Mutashaabih  (plural  -  Mutashaabihaat):  These  are  those  verses  of  the  Qur'aan  that  are  not  as  clear 
as  the  "Muhkamaat"  in  their  interpretation.  Their  meanings  are  best  known  to  Allaah.  Allaah  says 
about  these  verses,  "None  knows  their  interpretation  except  Allaah"  [Surah  3,  verse  7].  It  is 
necessary  to  interpret  these  verses  only  in  a  manner  that  does  not  contradict  what  the  Muhkam 
verses  mention.  When  a  suitable  interpretation  cannot  be  found,  one  should  not  delve  too  deeply 
into  their  meanings  because  the  injunctions  of  Islaam  are  clearly  mentioned  in  the  Muhkamaat 
verses  and  failure  to  perfectly  interpret  the  Mutashaabih  verses  will  not  affect  a  person's  life. 

(2)  Daarmi,  lbn  Abdil  Hakam  and  lbn  Asaakir. 
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the  branches  until  his  head  was  injured  and  blood  started  to  drip  down  his  face. 
Sabeegh  then  cried  out,  "Enough,  O  Ameerul  Mu'mineen!  By  Ailaah!  That  which 
was  in  my  head  has  now  disappeared." (1) 

Another  narration  adds  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Uthmaan  said,  "Hadhrat  Umar  ©jSife' 
then  wrote  to  instruct  us  not  to  associate  with  Sabeegh.  Therefore,  if  he  ever 
arrived,  we  would  all  disperse,  even  if  we  were  a  hundred  people." (2' 
Yet  another  narration  states  that  whereas  Sabeegh  was  then  despised  amongst 
his  people  after  he  had  once  been  their  leader. 

The  Incident  Between  Hadhrat  Umar  W$M£>  and 
Some  People  who  Arrived  from  Egypt 

Hadhrat  Hasan  narrates  that  when  some  people  met  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar 
JSS^Sfe'  in  Egypt,  they  said,  "We  have  come  across  some  matters  in  the  Qur'aan 
that  we  have  been  instructed  to  carry  out  when  they  cannot  be  carried  out.  We 
wish  to  meet  the  Ameerul  Mu'mineen  to  ask  him  about  this."  Therefore,  when 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  5tS3sS&'  arrived  in  Madinah,  these  people  arrived 
with  him.  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  W2®&>  then  went  to  Hadhrat  Umar 
saying,  "O  Ameerul  Mu'mineenf  Some  people  met  me  in  Egypt  and  said, 
We  have  come  across  some  matters  in  the  Qur'aan  that  we  have  been  instructed 
to  carry  out  when  they  cannot  be  carried  out.'  They  therefore  wished  to  meet  you 
in  this  regard." 

Hadhrat  Umar  asked  for  them  to  be  brought  before  him  and  when  they 

were,  he  called  the  one  closest  to  him.  Hadhrat  Umar  JSSSSaSS  asked  him,  "1  ask 
you  to  tell  me  in  the  name  of  Ailaah  and  by  the  right  Islaam  has  upon  you 
whether  you  have  read  the  entire  Qur'aan."  When  the  man  replied  that  he  did, 
Hadhrat  Umar  SaJtSSS^S  further  asked,  "Have  you  then  gathered  it  all  in  your 
heart?"  When  he  replied  in  the  negative,  Hadhrat  Umar  WS%&$  continued,  "Have 
you  then  gathered  it  all  in  your  sight?"  When  he  again  admitted  that  he  did  not, 
Hadhrat  Umar  S!S@i  asked,  "Have  you  then  memorised  it  all?  Have  you  put  it  all 
into  practice?"  Hadhrat  Umar  then  questioned  each  one  of  them  in  a  like 

manner  and  after  he  had  finished  with  the  last  of  them,  he  said,  "Umar's  mother 
should  have  rather  lost  him!  Do  you  expect  me  to  make  every  person  steadfast  on 
the  Book  of  Ailaah?!  Your  Rabb  knows  well  that  we  slip  up."  He  then  recited  the  verse: 

if  you  avoid  the  major  sins  you  are  forbidden  from,  We  shall  wipe  out 
your  evil  actions  (minor  sins)  and  enter  you  into  a  place  of  honour 
(Jannah).  {Surah  Nisaa,  verse  3 1 } 
Hadhrat  Umar  then  asked  them,  "Do  the  people  of  Madinah  know  why 

(1)  Daarmi,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal<yo\.\  Pg.228). 

(2)  Khateeb  and  Ibn  Asaakir.  Daar  Qutni  has  reported  a  similar  narration. 

(3)  Ibn  Ambaari.  lsmaa'eeli  has  reported  a  similar  narration.  The  narrations  above  have  been  quoted 
in/saate^(Vol.2Pg.i98). 
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you  have  come."  "No,"  they  replied.  Hadhrat  Umar  then  said,  "Had  they 

known,  I  would  have  taught  them  a  lesson  with  you." (l) 

Dislike  for  Accepting  Remuneration  for 
Teaching  the  Qur'aan 

Rasulullaah  ^Jl's  Advice  to  Hadhrat  Ubaadah 
W&ffiis®  and  Hadhrat  Ubay  W&$M£>  in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Ubaadah  bin  Saamit  says,  "Because  Rasulullaah        was  very 

occupied,  he  would  hand  over  to  one  of  us  any  person  who  migrated  so  that  we 
may  teach  him  the  Qur'aan.  Rasulullaah  @lf  once  placed  in  my  care  a  person 
who  stayed  in  my  house,  ate  meals  with  me  and  whom  I  taught  the  Qur'aan. 
When  he  returned  home,  he  felt  that  he  owed  me  something  and  therefore  gave 
me  a  bow  as  a  gift.  I  had  never  seen  a  bow  made  of  better  wood  nor  more 
flexible.  I  however  went  to  Rasulullaah  and  asked  him  his  opinion. 
Rasulullaah  said,  "It  is  a  burning  ember  that  you  are  hanging  between  your 
shoulders." (2) 

Hadhrat  ubay  bin  Ka'b  5SP®^'  once  taught  a  Surah  to  a  man  who  gave  him  a 
garment  or  a  shawl  as  a  gift.  When  he  informed  Rasulullaah  ggjg  about  this, 
Rasulullaah  remarked,  "If  you  wear  it,  you  will  be  wearing  a  garment  of 
fire."  (3)  Another  narration  states  that  when  Hadhrat  Ubay  W£££>  taught  the 
Qur'aan  to  a  man,  he  gave  him  a  bow  as  a  gift. (4) 

Hadhrat  Tufayl  bin  Amr  SgfiiSgi  says,  "When  Hadhrat  Ubay  taught  me  the 

Qur'aan,  1  gave  him  a  bow  as  a  gift.  When  he  went  to  Rasulullaah  the  next 
morning  with  the  bow  hanging  around  his  neck,  Rasulullaah  @§f  asked,  "Who 
gave  you  this  bow,  O  Ubay?"  Hadhrat  Ubay  replied,  "It  was  Tufayl  bin  Amr 

Dowsi  to  whom  I  had  taught  the  Qur'aan."  Rasulullaah  (i§|§  remarked,  'You  are 
hanging  it  around  your  neck  when  it  is  a  spark  from  jahannam?!"  "O  Rasulullaah 
>r£"v"  Hadhrat  Ubay  said,  "But  we  even  eat  from  their  food."  Rasulullaah 

i8$f  said,  "There  is  no  harm  in  eating  the  food  that  was  prepared  for  others  and 
which  you  ate  by  being  there.  However,  if  the  food  is  prepared  specially  for  you 
and  you  eat  hum  it,  you  will  be  eating  from  your  share  (of  the  Aakhir^h,  because 
of  which  you  will  have  less  there)." (5) 

Rasulullaah  ill's  Words  to  Hadhrat  Awf  bin 
Maalik  and  Another  Sahabi  'gmm> 

in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Awf  bin  Maalik  SCSife'  reports  that  there  was  a  man  with  him  to  whom 

(1)  lbn  Jareer,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vo\. I  Pg.228). 

(2)  Tabraani  and  Bayhaqi,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  ummaal  (Vol.1  Pg  231).  Haakim  (Vol. 3  Pg.356)  has  also 
reported  the  narration  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Dhahabi. 

(3)  Abd  bin  Humayd,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.  1  Pg.231).  lbn  Maajah,  Rooyaani  and  Bayhaqi 
have  reported  a  similar  narration. 

(4)  Sa'eed  bin  Mansoor,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  ummaal '(Vol.1  Pg.230). 

(5)  Baghawi  and  lbn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.1  Pg.231).  Tabraani  has  reported  a 
similar  narration  but  Haythami  (Vol.4  Pg.95)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 
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he  had  taught  the  Qur'aan.  When  the  man  gave  him  a  bow  as  a  gift,  he  mentioned 
it  to  Rasulullaah  £§&g.  Rasulullaah  &$t  remarked,  "O  Awf!  Do  you  want  to  meet 
Allaah  while  carrying  an  ember  of  Jahannam  on  your  back?" (1) 
Hadhrat  Muthanna  bin  Waa'il  says,  "When  I  went  to  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Busr 
one  day,  he  passed  his  hand  over  my  head  and  I  held  him  by  the  forearm. 
Just  then  someone  asked  him  about  remuneration  for  a  teacher  and  he  replied,  'A 
man  once  came  to  Rasulullaah  8fs§£,  carrying  a  bow  over  his  shoulder. 
Rasulullaah  was  very  impressed  by  the  bow  and  remarked,  'What  an 
excellent  bow!  Did  you  buy  it?'  'No,'  the  man  replied,  'Someone  gave  it  to  me  as  a 
gift  because  I  had  taught  his  child  the  Qur'aan.'  To  this,  Rasulullaah  >SiSf  said, 
'Do  you  want  Allaah  to  hang  a  bow  of  fire  around  your  neck?'  'Not  at  all!'  the  man 
replied.  'Then  return  it,'  Rasulullaah  {S§®  instructed." (2) 

Hadhrat  Umar  Disapproves  of  Accepting 

Remuneration  for  Teaching  the  Qur'aan 

Hadhrat  Usayr  bin  Amr  narrates  that  the  news  once  reached  Hadhrat  Umar  bin 
Khattaab  Dig®©  that  Hadhrat  Sa'd  said,  "1  shall  include  those  who  teach 

the  Qur'aan  amongst  the  people  who  receive  an  allowance  of  two  thousand."  To 
this  Hadhrat  Umar  remarked,  "Oh  dear!  Oh  dear!  Are  people  being  paid 

for  (teaching)  the  Book  of  Allaah?!" 

Hadhrat  Sa'eed  bin  Ibraaheem  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Umar  wrote  to  one 

of  his  governors  saying,  "Give  people  an  allowance  for  teaching  the  Qur'aan."  The 
governor  wrote  back  saying,  "You  have  written  to  say  that  people  should  be  given 
an  allowance  for  teaching  the  Qur'aan,  but  then  such  people  will  start  to  leach 
the  Qur'aan  whose  only  inclination  would  be  to  be  enlisted  (and  thereby  receive  a 
state  allowance  like  the  soldiers  of  the  national  army)."  Hadhrat  Umar 
then  wrote  back  saying,  "Rather  give  people  an  allowance  by  merit  of  them  being 
family  and  companions  of  Rasulullaah 

Hadhrat  Mujaahid  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Umar  bin  Khattaab  JSlJg^sg  addressed 
the  people  saying,  "O  men  of  knowledge  and  men  of  the  Qur'aan!  Do  not  accept 
remuneration  for  imparting  your  knowledge  and  for  teaching  the  Qur'aan 
because  then  even  adulterers  will  beat  you  to  Jannah." <4) 
(NOTE:  Since  there  are  also  Ahadeeth  permitting  the  acceptance  of  remuneration 
for  teaching  the  Qur'aan,  a  person  may  do  so  if  he  has  no  other  option.  While  it  is 
best  not  to  accept  remuneration,  if  a  person  does  accept  remuneration,  he 
should  accept  it  as  remuneration  for  his  time  and  not  for  his  teaching.) 


(1)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.1  Pg.232).  Haythami  (Vol. 4  Pg.96)  has 
commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(2)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer,  Haythami  (Vol.4  Pg.96)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(3)  Abu  Ubayd,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.  1  Pg.229). 

(4)  Khateeb,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol .  ]  Pg.229). 
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Fear  of  Differences  Arising  once  the 
Qur'aan  Spread  amongst  Different  People 

The  Fear  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
J§S2sSsSg>  had  about  this  and  the  Incident  with 
Hadhrat  Umar  Wm 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  narrates,  "I  was  sitting  with  Hadhrat  Umar 

bin  Khattaab  JsSSgag;  when  a  letter  came  to  him  from  Kufa,  informing  him  how  much 
Qur'aan  the  people  had  learnt.  'Allaahu  Akbarl'  Hadhrat  Umar  SJlSjafti  exclaimed 
(out  of  happiness).  May  Allaah  have  mercy  on  him.  'They  will  soon  start  to  have 
differences,'  I  remarked,  'what  are  you  saying!'  Hadhrat  umar  §312@&  exclaimed, 
'How  would  you  know  that?'  Because  he  got  so  angry,  I  left  and  went  home.  A 
while  later,  he  sent  for  me,  but  I  made  an  excuse.  He  however  sent  a  message 
saying  that  I  have  no  option  but  to  come.  When  I  got  there,  he  said,  'There  was 
something  that  you  had  said  (What  was  it?).'  'I  seek  Allaah's  forgiveness,'  I  said,  '1 
shall  never  repeat  what  I  said.'  It  was  only  when  Hadhrat  umar  §3!2@®  forced  me. 
to  repeat  my  words  that  I  said,  'A  letter  came  to  you  stating  how  much  Qur'aan 
the  people  had  learnt,  to  which  I  said  that  they  will  soon  start  to  have 
differences.'  'How  did  you  come  to  learn  this?'  he  asked.  I  repMed,  "I  read  the 
verse: 

^Aj  H  <UJ         JiS  UJ\  QjJl  jjjlseJi  ^3  4jy  ii&K*>  {yJ>  (j-UI  tfjfy 

*  J~Jij  «L£J1  dUju  Jfijk  J>  J*^»  J'J>      0  >»L**J'  *<& 

From  mankind  is  he  whose  speech  pleases  you  in  this  worldly  life  and 
(claiming  to  be  a  Muslim)  he  calls  Allaah  to  be  witness  over  that  which 
is  in  his  heart,  yet  he  is  the  hardest  of  opponents  (to  all  Muslims). 
When  he  turns  away  (from  you)  he  exerts  himself  to  cause  corruption 
(trouble  and  mischief)  on  earth  and  (among  other  things)  to  destroy 
crops  and  stock  (cattle  and  other  animals).  Allaah  dislikes  corruption. 
{Surah  Baqarah,  verses  204,205} 

When  this  happens,  men  of  the  Qur'aan  will  be  unable  to  contain  themselves.  I 

then  read  the  verse: 

0       J-Uj  *  Jjh  sj-ii      *i«  J\  *J  j4*  &  j) 

When  he  is  told  to  fear  Allaah  (because  of  his  behaviour),  pride  leads 
him  to  (commit  more)  sin.  Jahannam  will  suffice  for  him  (as 
punishment).  It  is  a  terrible  resting  place  indeed.  From  mankind  is  he 
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who  would  sell  himself  seeking  Allaah's  pleasure.  Allaah  is  Most 
Compassionate  (Kind)  towards  His  bondsmen.' {Surah  Baqarah,  verses 
206,207} 

To  this,  Hadhrat  Umar  remarked,  '1  swear  by  Allaah  that  you  are  right."  (1> 

Another  Incident  about  the  Fear  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  JsJESK  had  in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Ubayd  bin  Umayr  reports  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Abbaas  JSJSSSSg  said,  "I  was  with  Hadhrat  Umar  !3!£@t>  when  he  caught  hold  of 
my  hand  and  said,  'I  think  that  the  Qur'aan  has  now  spread  amongst  the  masses.' 
'1  do  not  like  that  too  much,  O  Ameerul  Mu'mineen,'  I  remarked.  Hadhrat  Umar 
SJlSSsfo'  pulled  his  hand  away  saying,  'And  why  not?'  'Because,'  I  started  to  explain, 
'when  they  all  start  to  learn  the  Qur'aan  (without  proper  understanding),  they  will 
start  to  propound  their  own  opinions.  Once  they  do  this,  they  will  start  to  dispute 
and  once  the  disputes  start,  they  will  start  killing  each  other.' 
Hadhrat  Umar  then  sat  aside  and  left  me  alone.  Only  Allaah  knows  the 

anxiety  I  endured  during  the  rest  of  that  day.  It  was  only  the  following  afternoon 
that  his  messenger  came  to  inform  me  that  the  Ameerul  Mu'mineen  was  calling 
me.  When  1  got  there,  Hadhrat  Umar  s35S®&  asked,  'What  was  it  that  you  said?1 
After  I  had  repeated  my  words  to  him,  he  said,  '(I  had  also  understood  the  same 
but)  I  had  been  concealing  this  from  the  people  ."'(2) 

The  Advice  that  the  Sahabah  M95@$ 
gave  to  Qurraa 
The  Advice  of  Hadhrat  Umar  bin  Khattaab 

Hadhrat  Kinaanah  Adawi  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Umar  §3.13®®  wrote  to  the 
commanders  of  his  armies  to  send  him  a  list  of  all  the  men  who  were  Huffaadh  of 
the  Qur'aan  so  that  he  could  dispatch  them  to  the  ends  of  the  empire  to  teach  the 
Qur'aan.  Hadhrat  (Abu  Moosa)  Ash'ari  SIS®®  wrote  back  to  Hadhrat  Umar 
stating  that  the  Huffaadh  with  him  numbered  just  over  three  hundred. 
Hadhrat  Umar  Ws^>j's  reply  to  him  was  as  follows: 
"In  the  name  of  Allaah  the  Most  Kind,  the  Most  Merciful 

From  the  servant  of  Allaah  Umar  to  the  servant  of  Allaah  Qais  and  all  the 
Huffaadh  with  him 
Peace  be  upon  you  all 

This  Qur'aan  is  a  great  source  of  reward  and  honour  for  you  and  ssall.be  a 
treasure  for  you  in  the  Aakhirah.  You  should  therefore  follow  its  dictates  and 
never  allow  it  to  follow  yours  (by  distorting  its  interpretation  to  suit  your  desires) 
because  the  person  whose  dictates  the  Qur'aan  is  forced  to  follow  shall  have  it 
shoved  on  to  his  neck  to  throw  him  into  Jahannam.  As  for  the  one  who  follows 
the  Qur'aan,  the  Qur'aan  shall  lead  him  tojannatul  Firdous.  So  as  far  as  you  can, 

(1)  Haakim  (Vol.3  Pg.540),  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Dhahabi. 

(2)  Haakim  (Vol.3  Pg.540), 
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let  it  be  an  intercessor  for  you  and  never  let  it  be  a  complainant  against  you.  The 
person  for  whom  the  Qur'aan  intercedes  shall  enter  Jannah  and  the  one  against 
whom  the  Qur'aan  complains  shall  surely  enter  Jahannam.  Always  bear  in  mind 
that  the  Qur'aan  is  a  fountainhead  of  guidance,  a  flower  of  knowledge  and  the 
final  scripture  from  the  Most  Merciful.  It  is  by  this  Qur'aan  that  Allaah  opens 
blind  eyes,  deaf  ears  and  locked  hearts. 

You  must  also  bear  in  mind  that  when  a  man  wakes  up  at  night,  brushes  his 
teeth  with  a  Miswaak,  performs  wudhu,  says  Allaah u  Akbar'  and  then  recites  the 
Qur'aan,  an  angel  places  his  mouth  on  the  person's  mouth  and  says,  'Recite, 
recite.  You  are  doing  an  excellent  thing  and  it  is  most  excellent  for  you. '  If  he 
performs  wudhu  without  using  the  Miswaak,  the  angel  protects  him  and  does 
nothing  else.  Behold!  Recitation  of  the  Qur'aan  in  salaah  is  a  protected  treasure 
and  an  ordained  excellence.  You  should  therefore  do  as  much  of  it  as  you 
possibly  can.  Salaah  is  a  celestial  light,  zakaah  is  a  symbol,  patience  is  an 
illumination,  fasting  is  a  shield  and  the  Qur'aan  is  a  proof  either  for  you  or 
against  you.  You  should  therefore  honour  the  Qur'aan  and  never  cause  it 
disgrace  because  Allaah  will  honour  the  one  who  honours  the  Qur'aan  and  will 
disgrace  the  one  who  brings  it  disgrace.  You  also  ought  to  know  that  the  person 
who  recites  the  Qur'aan,  memorises  it,  practises  on  it  and  abides  by  its 
injunctions  shall  have  his  du'aas  accepted  by  Allaah.  If  Allaah  pleases,  He  may 
accept  them  in  this  world  and  if  He  wills,  he  may  reserve  them  as  a  treasure  for 
the  Aakhirah.  Remember  that  what  remains  with  Allaah  is  better  and  more  lasting 
for  those  who  have  Imaan  and  who  rely  on  their  Rabb. " ( 1 ' 

The  Advice  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari 

Hadhrat  Abu  Kinaanah  reports  that  when  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  S3£3®s>  gathered 
together  the  Huffaadh  (of  the  army  he  commanded),  they  numbered  close  to 
three  hundred.  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  S3ta®gi  lectured  to  them  about  the  greatness 
of  the  Qur'aan  saying,  "Verily  this  Qur'aan  shall  be  either  a  source  of  reward  for 
you  or  a  burden  (in  the  Aakhirah).  You  should  therefore  follow  the  dictates  of  the 
Qur'aan  and  never  force  it  to  follows  yours  because  the  one  who  follows  the 
Qur'aan  shall  be  with  it  in  the  gardens  of  Jannah  while  the  one  who  forces  the 
Qur'aan  to  follow  his  desires  shall  have  it  shoved  on  his  neck  and  it  will  fling  him 
into  Jahannam." (2) 

Hadhrat  Abul  Aswad  Daly  reports  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  SS®s>  once 
gathered  all  the  Qurraa,  emphasising  that  none  but  the  Huffaadh  should  come 
to  him.  It  was  approximately  three  hundred  men  who  came  to  him.  He  then  addressed 
them  saying,  "You  men  are  the  Qurraa  of  the  city  and  should  therefore  never 
allow  the  passage  of  time  to  harden  your  hearts  as  it  happened  to  the  Ahlul 
Kitaab.  A  Surah  had  been  revealed  that  we  thought  resembled  Surah  Baraa'ah  in 
length  and  in  the  stern  subject  matter  it  contained.  A  verse  from  it  which  I  had 
memorised  stated  that  if  man  had  two  valleys  of  gold  he  would  seek  to  have  a 

( 1 )  Ibn  Zanjway,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Voi  .1  Pg.2 1 7) . 

(2)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.257). 
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third  and  it  would  only  be  the  sand  (of  his  grave)  that  would  be  able  to  fill  his 
belly.  Thereafter,  another  Surah  was  revealed  which  we  thought  resembled  the 
Musabbihaatbcc&use  it  begins  with  the  words*iJ  (Sabbaha  Lillaah).  The  verse 
from  it  that  I  had  memorised  is: 

O  you  who  have  Imaanl  Why  do  you  say  that  which  you  did  not  do? 
{Surah  Saff,  verse  2} 

Testimony  will  therefore  be  taken  for  everything  you  do  and  you  will  be 
questioned  about  it  on  the  Day  of  Qiyaamah." (1) 

The  Advice  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  SKSSSs)  once  addressed  the  people  of  Kufa.  After 
greeting  them  with  Salaam  and  instructing  them  to  observe  Taqwa,  he  said, 
"Never  dispute  about  the  Qur'aan  and  never  oppose  each  other  concerning  it 
because  there  are  no  discrepancies  in  the  Qur'aan,  it  will  never  be  (completely) 
forgotten  and  constant  repetition  of  the  Qur'aan  will  never  tire  one.  Do  you  not 
see  that  the  restrictions,  the  Faraa'idh  and  Allaah's  explicit  commands  in  the 
Shari'ah  of  lslaam  are  one?  It  would  be  said  that  the  Qur'aan  has  discrepancies  if 
a  part  of  it  commands  an  act  which  another  part  forbids.  Every  part  of  the 
Qur'aan  rather  complements  the  rest  of  it.  I  am  convinced  that  such  deep 
understanding  and  knowledge  shall  surface  amongst  you  people  that  surpasses 
all  other  people.  If  a  camel  could  take  me  to  a  person  who  has  more  knowledge 
of  what  has  been  revealed  to  Muhammad  Wife  than  I  have,  I  shall  certainly  go  to 
him  to  increase  the  knowledge  I  have.  I  know  well  that  while  the  entire  Qur'aan 
would  be  recited  to  Rasulullaah  ®S§  once  every  year,  it  was  recited  to 
Rasulullaah  (JjjjggE  twice  during  the  year  that  he  passed  away  (every  Ramadhaan 
Hadhrat  Jibra'eel  would  recite  the  Qur'aan  to  Rasulullaah  and 
Rasulullaah  &S§  would  recite  to  him).  Whenever  I  recited  Qur'aan  to 
Rasulullaah  S8$§,  he  would  approve  of  my  recitation,  therefore  whoever  recites 
Qur'aan  in  the  manner  that  I  recite,  should  not  turn  away  and  forsake  it.  In  a  like 
manner,  whoever  recites  the  Qur'aan  in  another  authentic  manner  should  also 
not  turn  away  and  forsake  it  because  whoever  rejects  any  one  of  the  various 
manners  of  recitation  will  reject  them  all." (2) 

A  student  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  from  Hamdaan  narrates  that 

before  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  left  for  Madinah,  he  gathered  all 

his  students  together  and  said,  "By  Allaahl  I  am  convinced  that  such 
religiousness,  deep  understanding  of  Deen  and  knowledge  of  the  Qur'aan  shall 
surface  amongst  you  people  that  surpasses  that  of  all  other  Muslims..."  The 
narration  continues  until  it  states  that  he  said,  "Verily  there  are  no  discrepancies 
in  the  Qur'aan,  neither  does  the  Qur'aan  ever  age  or  lose  its  dignity  by 
continuous  repetition." (3>  

(1)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.257). 

(2)  ibn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  L'mtnaal  (Vol.1  Pg.232). 

(3)  Ahmad.  Haythami  (Vol.  1  Pg.450)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 
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Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  also  said,  "It  is  only  befitting  that  a  man 

of  the  Qur'aan  be  recognised  by  his  nights  (when  he  is  engaged  in  Ibaadah) 
when  others  are  asleep,  by  his  days  (spent  fasting)  when  others  are  eating,  by 
his  sorrow  (pondering  about  his  plight  in  the  Aakhirah)  when  others  are 
rejoicing,  by  his  weeping  when  others  are  laughing,  by  his  silence  when  others 
are  socialising  and  by  his  humility  when  others  are  behaving  arrogantly.  It  is 
also  befitting  of  a  man  of  the  Qur'aan  to  be  weeping  and  sorrowful,  wise  and 
tolerant,  knowledgeable  and  composed.  It  does  not  behove  a  man  of  the 
Qur'aan  to  be  uncouth,  negligent,  boisterous,  rowdy  and  short-tempered." 
Another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  JsSSSsSg  said,  "Do 
your  best  to  be  a  listener  (rather  than  always  speaking)  and  take  careful  note 
when  you  hear  Allaah  say,  'O  you  who  have  Imaan!'  because  it  is  only  something 
good  that  you  are  being  instructed  to  do  or  something  evil  that  you  are  being 
prohibited  from." (1) 

Occupation  with  the  Ahadeeth  of 
Rasulullaah  (S?S  and  Befitting  Behaviour 
for  those  Occupied  with  this 

A  Bedouin  Questions  Rasulullaah  (HH  about 
Qiyaamah  when  he  was  Busy  Narrating  Ahadeeth 

Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  SSS@ss  narrates  that  Rasulullaah  ®SI  was  busy  narrating 
Ahadeeth  when  a  Bedouin  arrived  and  asked,  "When  will  Qiyaamah  take  place?" 
When  Rasulullaah  continued  narrating,  some  of  the  Sahabah  said 
that  Rasulullaah  £s$£  (was  not  giving  a  reply  because  he)  heard  the  man  but  did 
not  like  the  question.  Others  said  that  Rasulullaah  did  not  hear  the  man  at 
all.  When  Rasulullaah  had  completed  narrating  Ahadeeth,  he  asked,  "Where 
is  he  (the  Bedouin)?"  "Here  am  I  over  here!"  the  man  said.  Rasulullaah  then 
said,  "Wait  for  Qiyaamah  when  a  time  arrives  in  which  trusts  are 
misappropriated."  "How  will  they  be  misappropriated?"  the  man  asked. 
Rasulullaah  fflB  replied,  "Wait  for  Qiyaamah  when  authority  is  placed  in  the 
hands  of  unworthy  people." (2) 

Hadhrat  Waabisah  Propagates  a  Hadith  of 

Rasulullaah  ®i  in  Conformance  with  the 
Instruction  Rasulullaah        gave  in  his 
Farewell  Sermon 

Standing  before  the  people  in  the  largest  Masjid  of  Riqqa  during  the  days  of  Eidul 
Fitr  and  Eidul  Adhaa,  Hadhrat  Waabisah  SS^S5§  used  to  say,  "I  was  present  with 
Rasulullaah       during  the  Farewell  Hajj  when  he  addressed  the  people  saying, 


(1)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.130). 

(2)  Bukhaari  (Vol.l  Pg.14). 
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'0  people!  Which  month  is  most  sacred?'  'This  month  (of  Dhul  Hijjah)  is,'  the 
people  replied.  Rasulullaah  iHf  asked  further,  'O  people!  Which  city  is  most 
sacred?'  'This  city  (of  Makkah)  is,'  the  people  replied.  Rasulullaah  ®i?  then 
declared,  'Until  the  day  you  meet  your  Rabb,  your  blood,  your  wealth  and  your 
honour  are  as  sacred  to  you  as  this  day,  this  month  and  this  city  are.  Have  I 
conveyed  the  message?'  'You  certainly  have,'  the  people  replied.  Rasulullaah  @i 
then  raised  his  hands  to  the  sky  saying,  'You  be  the  witness,  O  Allaah.'  Thereafter, 
he  said,  'Those  of  you  present  here  should  pass  the  message  on  to  those  who 
are  absent.'  Do  come  closer  so  that  I  may  convey  to  you  what  Rasulullaah  £H§ 
said  to  us."(,) 

Hadhrat  Abu  Umaamah  Instructs  his 

Students  to  Propagate 

Hadhrat  Makhool  says,  "Ibn  Abu  Zakariyyah,  Sulaymaan  bin  Habeeb  and  I  once 
went  to  Hadhrat  Abu  Umaamah  S5.Ss@s©  in  Hims.  After  we  had  greeted  him  with 
the  words  of  Salaam,  he  said,  'This  sitting  of  yours  here  is  a  means  Allaah  has 
used  for  the  Deen  to  reach  you  and  will  also  be  Allaah's  evidence  against  you  (if 
you  do  not  propagate  it).  Rasulullaah  tSi$i  propagated,  so  you  too  should 
propagate." 

In  another  narration,  Hadhrat  Saleem  bin  Aamir  says,  "When  we  would  sit  with 
Hadhrat  Abu  Ubaadah  WSSffiSS  and  he  narrated  to  us  many  Ahadeeth  of 
Rasulullaah  he  would  say  to  us  after  he  had  completed,  'Have  you 
understood?  Now  propagate  as  it  has  been  propagated  to  you.m(2) 

Rasulullaah  (SCSI's  Du'aa  for  those  who  Narrate  his 
Ahadeeth  and  Teach  them  to  the  People 

Hadhrat  Abdul laah  bin  Abbaas  SiS@t5  narrates  that  Rasulullaah  once 
prayed,  "O  Allaah!  Shower  Your  mercy  on  my  successors."  "O  Rasulullaah  @if !" 
the  Sahabah  asked,  "Who  are  your  successors?"  Rasulullaah  replied, 

"Those  who  will  come  after  me,  who  will  narrate  my  Ahadeeth  and  teach  them 
to  the  people." (3! 

Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  Sl^^  Narrates  Ahadeeth 
in  the  Masjid  of  Rasulullaah        before  the 
Jumu'ah  Salaah 

Hadhrat  Aasim  bin  Muhammad  narrates  from  his  father  that  he  saw  Hadhrat  Abu 
Hurayrah  5S5a®?5  come  to  the  Masjid  of  Rasulullaah  ^8$;  on  the  day  of  Jumu'ah. 
Standing  and  holding  the  two  knobs  of  the  pulpit,  he  said,  "Abul  Qaasim 
Rasulullaah  till  the  truthful  and  veritable  narrated  to  us..."  He  then  continued 
to  narrate  Ahadeeth  until  he  heard  the  door  of  the  Imaam's  room  open  as  the 

(1)  Bazzaar,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.139). 

(2)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.140). 

(3)  Tabraani,  as  quoted  in  Targheeb  wat  Tarheeb  (Vol.1  Pg.74),  lbn  Najjaar,  Khateeb  in  Sharfus 
Sahabah  and  others,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg.240). 
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Imaam  emerged  to  lead  the  salaah.  He  then  sat  down. (1) 

The  Difficulty  Hadhrat  Umar  Hadhrat 
Uthmaan  and  Hadhrat  Ali  W$£&> 

Experienced  Narrating  Ahadeeth 

Hadhrat  Aslam  reports  that  when  they  used  to  ask  Hadhrat  Umar  to 
narrate  Ahadeeth  to  them,  he  would  say,  "I  fear  that  I  may  add  a  word  or  omit  a 
word  because  Rasulullaah  £si§  said,  The  person  who  intentionally  lies  about 
me  is  headed  for  Jahannam." 

Hadhrat  Abdur  Rahmaan  bin  Haatib  says,  "I  have  not  seen  any  of  the  Sahabah 
narrate  Ahadeeth  as  well  and  as  thoroughly  as  Hadhrat  Uthmaan  iSffiag. 
However,  he  was  a  man  who  was  extremely  reluctant  to  narrate  Ahadeeth." (3) 
Hadhrat  Uthmaan  s§3!3s@&'  used  to  say,  "What  prevents  me  from  narrating 
Ahadeeth  from  Rasulullaah  &S$£  is  not  the  fact  that  1  was  not  one  of  those 
Sahabah  "&3!3Ss®  with  the  best  memories.  What  prevents  me  is  that  I  can  testify 
that  I  heard  Rasulullaah  say,  'Whoever  attributes  anything  to  me  that  I  never 
stated  should  prepare  for  his  abode  in  Jahannam.'"  Another  narration  quotes 
Rasulullaah  {g^Si's  words  as,  "Whoever  speaks  lies  about  me  should  prepare  for  a 
house  in  jahannam." (4) 

Hadhrat  Ali  Wis$&z>  said,  "When  narrating  Ahadeeth  to  you,  I  prefer  falling  from 
the  sky  rather  than  stating  something  that  Rasulullaah  {£S$I  never  said.  However, 
when  speaking  to  you  about  matters  between  us,  then  (precautions  need  not  be 
so  strict  because)  wars  are  won  by  strategy." (5) 

The  Difficulty  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
&3$&&  Experienced  with  Narrating  Ahadeeth 

Hadhrat  Amr  bin  Maymoon  reports  that  sometimes  an  entire  year  would  pass  by 
without  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  narrating  a  single  Hadith.  When 

he  narrated  a  Hadith  one  day,  he  started  to  shiver  and  perspiration  beaded  up  on 
his  forehead.  He  then  said,  "Rasulullaah  <&®§  said  something  like  that  or  stated 
similar  words." 

Hadhrat  Masrooq  reports,  "Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  started  to 

narrate  a  Hadith  one  day,  but  as  soon  as  he  said,  'Rasulullaah  &i$§  said,'  he 
started  to  shiver  so  much  that  even  his  clothing  shook.  He  then  added, 
'Rasulullaah  (SSI  said  something  to  the  effect  or  something  similar.'"'7' 

(1)  Haakim,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Dhahabi. 

(2)  Ahmad,  Ibn  Adi,  Uqayli  and  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Ma'rifah,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.5 
Pg.239). 

S3)  lbn  Sa'd  and  Ibn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Muntakhab  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg.9). 

(4)  Ahmad,  Abu  Ya'la  and  Bazzaar.  Haythami  (Vol.l  Pg.143)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(5)  Bukhaari,  Muslim  and  others,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg.240). 

(6)  Haakim  (Vol.3  Pg.3 14),  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Dhahabi. 

(7)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaarni  (Vol.l  Pg.?9).  Isaabah  (Vol.3  Pg.156)  has  reported  a  similar  narration. 
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Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  Hadhrat  Anas  Wi$$&j 

and  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  all  use 

the  words  "something  like  that  or  something 
similar"  when  narrating  Ahadeeth. 

Hadhrat  Abu  Idrees  Khowlaani  says,  "I  noticed  that  whenever  Hadhrat  Abu 

Dardaa  completed  narrating  Ahadeeth,  he  would  add,  'Rasulullaah  @if 

said  that,  something  similar  to  that  or  something  resembling  that."'(1) 

Hadhrat  Muhammad  bin  Seereen  narrates  that  whenever  Hadhrat  Anas  bin 

Maalik  SSSss  narrated  Ahadeeth  from  Rasulullaah        he  would  end  with  the 

words,  "It  was  something  like  this  that  Rasulullaah  ilSf  said." {2) 

In  another  narration,  Rasulullaah        said,  "Hadhrat  Anas  bin  Maalik  SS3@t> 

narrated  few  Ahadeeth  from  Rasulullaah         but  when  he  did,  he  would  end 

with  the  words,  "It  was  something  like  this  that  Rasulullaah       said." (3) 

Hadhrat  Abu  Ja'far  Muhammad  bin  Ali  says,  "There  was  no  companion  of 

Rasulullaah       more  cautious  of  adding  anything  to  or  omitting  anything  from 

the  Ahadeeth  of  Rasulullaah  iHg  than  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  SKS@*,"(4) 

Hadhrat  Sha'bi  says,  "1  sat  in  the  company  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar 

for  an  entire  year  without  hearing  him  narrate  anything  from  Rasulullaah 

«."<5> 

The  Dependability  of  Hadhrat  Imraan  bin  Husayn 
'ig%s$$f£s  Memory  and  Narration  of  Ahadeeth 

Hadhrat  Imraan  bin  Husayn  SS@£e>  said,  "I  have  heard  many  Ahadeeth  from 
Rasulullaah  ®§f  which  1  have  memorised.  All  that  prevents  me  from  narrating 
them  is  that  some  of  my  companions  may  differ  with  me  in  the  narration." 
Hadhrat  Mutarraf  reports  that  Hadhrat  Imraan  bin  Husayn  *D)5@g  said  to  him,  "O 
Mutarraf!  By  Allaah!  I  am  certain  that  if  I  chose  to  do  so,  I  could  narrate  Ahadeeth 
from  Rasulullaah  ®i?  for  two  days  continuously  without  repeating  a  single 
Hadith.  However,  what  makes  me  reluctant  to  do  so  and  makes  me  disapprove  of 
doing  such  a  thing  is  that  although  I  was  there  when  many  Sahabah  <ti92®gt  of 
Muhammad  were  there  and  1  also  heard  what  they  heard,  they  confuse  the 
sequence  of  the  words  when  they  narrate."  Sometimes,  Hadhrat  Imraan  bin 
Husayn  SUS^  would  say,  "If  I  were  to  narrate  to  you  what  Rasulullaah  £SH 
said,  I  am  certain  that  I  will  be  accurate."  When  he  quoted  the  words  of 
Rasulullaah  £jS@f,  Hadhrat  Imraan  bin  Husayn  *&R£@g  would  do  so  with  great 
certainty  and  say,  "1  heard  Rasulullaah  iii?  say..."(7' 

(1)  Tabraani,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.141).  Abu  Ya'la,  Rooyaani 
and  Ibn  Asaakir  have  reported  a  similar  narration,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal ' (Vol.3  Pg.lS6). 

(2)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  {Vol.1  Pg.79). 

(3)  Ahmad,  Abu  Ya'la  and  Haakim,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal '(Vol.5  Pg.240). 

(4)  lbnSa'd  {Vol.4  Pg.144). 

(5)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.  145). 

(6)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.141). 

(7)  Tabraani.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.141)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 
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Hadhrat  Suhayb  S&@?> 's  Reluctance  to  say, 
"Rasulullaah  said" 

Hadhrat  Sulaymaan  bin  Abu  Abdullaah  reports  that  he  heard  Hadhrat  Suhayb 
©IS®©  say,  "By  Allaah!  I  shall  never  intentionally  narrate  Ahadeeth  to  you  saying 
that  it  is  what  Rasulullaah  said.  However,  I  shall  gladly  relate  to  you  what  I 
experienced  in  the  expeditions  I  participated  in  with  Rasulullaah  Then 
again,  I  shall  never  say  'Rasulullaah  ®si  said'." (1) 

Hadhrat  Waathila  bin  Asqa  Narrates  only 

the  Intended  Meaning  of  the  Ahadeeth 

Hadhrat  Makhool  relates,  "Abul  Azhar  and  I  once  went  to  Hadhrat  Waathila  bin 
Asqa  *sllS®?S  and  said,  'O  Abu  Asqa!  Narrate  to  us  a  Hadith  that  you  heard  from 
Rasulullaah  f^$si  without  any  uncertain  words,  and  without  any  additions  or 
omissions.'  Hadhrat  Waathila  asked,  'Has  any  of  you  recited  any  part  of 

the  Qur'aan  last  night?'  'Yes,'  we  replied,  'But  since  we  are  not  Huffaadh,  we  tend 
to  add  a  Waawb)  or  an  AJffQ).' 

To  this,  Hadhrat  Waathila  remarked,  'And  that  is  the  Qur'aan  which  you 

have  still  not  mastered  when  it  has  been  in  your  midst  for  such  a  long  time. 
When  you  feel  that  you  are  adding  or  omitting  letters  to  it,  what  about  the 
Ahadeeth  that  we  had  perhaps  heard  only  once  from  Rasulullaah  ©§§?  It  is 
sufficient  for  you  that  we  narrate  only  their  intended  meanings  to  you." (2) 

Hadhrat  Umar  Censures  those  Sahabah 

i^P&lii  who  Narrated  Plenty  of  Ahadeeth 

Hadhrat  Ibraheem  bin  Abdur  Rahmaan  bin  Auf  relates,  "By  Allaah!  Before  he 
passed  away,  Hadhrat  Umar  S3.£a@g)  sent  messengers  to  various  distant  places  to 
summon  Sahabah  (@!Ss®ss)  such  as  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Hudhaafa 
Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  Hadhrat  Abu  Dharr  and  Hadhrat  Uqba  bin 

Aamir  S&W&p.  When  they  had  gathered,  he  said  to  them,  'What  Ahadeeth  have 
you  people  spread  to  even  the  far  distant  lands?'  'Are  you  forbidding  us  from 
narrating  them?'  they  asked.  'No,'  Hadhrat  Umar  isJJ2i@Ss  replied,  'I  just  want  you 
to  remain  with  me.  By  Allaah!  1  do  not  want  you  to  part  from  me  (here  in 
Madinah)  for  as  long  as  I  live  because  we  know  best  which  of  your  narrations  we 
shall  accept  and  which  ones  we  will  not.'  They  therefore  did  not  part  from 
Hadhrat  Umar  JsJSSffiSS  until  he  passed  away." (3) 

Hadhrat  Ibraheem  bin  Abdur  Rahmaan  relates  that  Hadhrat  Umar  sent  for 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  Ji$35s5s>,  Hadhrat  Abu  Mas'ood  Ansaari  and 
Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  and  said  to  them,  "What  are  the  Ahadeeth  that  you 

are  so  frequently  narrating  to  the  people?"  He  then  confined  them  to  Madinah 
until  he  was  martyred. (4) 

(1)  lbn  Sa'd  (Voi.3  Pg.229),  as  quoted  in  Muntakhab  Kanzul  Ummaal^loVS  Pg.203). 

(2)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.79). 

(3)  lbn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Karuui  Ummaal (Vol,5  Pg.239). 

(4)  Tabraani.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.149)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators,  lbn  Sa'd  (Vol. 4 
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The  Difficulty  Hadhrat  Zaid  bin  Arqam 
Experienced  with  Narrating  Ahadeeth  in 
his  Old  Age 

Hadhrat  lbn  Abu  Awfa  reports  that  when  they  used  to  request  Hadhrat 

Zaid  bin  Arqam  to  narrate  the  Ahadeeth  of  Rasulullaah  {3S  to  them,  he 

would  say,  "We  have  aged  and  have  begun  to  forget.  Narrating  the  Ahadeeth  of 
Rasulullaah  fjf$H  is  a  very  serious  matter  (which  cannot  be  taken  lightly)." (1) 

Attaching  More  Importance  to  Practise 
than  to  Theory 

Statements  of  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  Hadhrat 
Abu  Dardaa  and  Hadhrat  Anas  W&fl&j 

in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  ©!2@»(2)  and  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  m&$9{3)  both  said,  "Learn 
as  much  as  you  wish  to  learn  but  Allaah  will  place  no  benefit  in  your 
knowledge  until  you  practise  what  you  know." 

Hadhrat  Anas  ^!*®e>  said,  "Learn  as  much  as  you  please,  but  I  swear  by  Allaah 
that  you  will  not  be  rewarded  for  your  knowledge  until  you  put  it  into 
practise."'4' 

Hadhrat  Abdur  Rahmaan  bin  Ghanam  says,  "Ten  Sahabah  WJ&h&d  of  Rasulullaah 
informed  me  that  they  were  learning  in  the  Masjid  of  Quba  when 
Rasulullaah        came  to  them  and  said,  'Learn...'"  The  remainder  of  the  words 
are  like  the  narration  above. 

Rasulullaah  Si's  Words  to  a  Man  in  this  Regard 
and  the  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Umar  *§3$gBggS 

Hadhrat  All  reports  that  a  man  came  to  Rasulullaah  fi§Hf  and  said,  "O 

Rasulullaah  i£fJi!  What  will  satisfy  the  evidence  that  ignorance  will  hold  against 
me?"  "Knowledge,"  Rasulullaah  g§H  replied.  "And  what  will  satisfy  the  evidence 
that  knowledge  will  hold  against  me?"  he  asked  further.  Rasulullaah  ®I?'s  reply 
was,  "Action." (6) 

Hadhrat  Umar  said,  "Study  the  Book  of  Allaah  and  you  will  be  known 

for  it.  Practise  on  its  teachings  and  you  will  be  amongst  its  worthy  bearers." (7) 

Pg.153)  has  reported  a  similar  narration  which  states  the  name  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Dharr  i5JS®&  in 
place  of  Hadhrat  Abduliaah  bin  Mas'ood  SlC5@gi. 

(1)  lbn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzu!  Ummaal (Vol.5  Pg.239). 

(2)  lbn  Adi  and  Khateeb. 

(3)  lbn  Asaakir. 

(4)  Abul  Hasan  bin  Akhram  in  his  Amaali,  as  quoted  in  jaami'us  Sagheer. 

(5)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.6). 

(6)  Khateeb,  as  quoted  in  Kanzu!  ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg.229). 

(7)  lbn  Abi  Shaybah,  as  quoted  in  Kanzu!  Ummaal  (Vol. 5  Pg.229). 
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The  Statements  of  Hadhrat  Ali  S&@?g>  in  this  regard 

lladhr  u  j  'm&i  -aid,  "Study  and  you  will  be  known  for  it.  Practise  on  your 
knowledge  and  you  will  be  amongst  its  worthy  bearers  because  soon  a  time  will 
come  when  nine-tenths  of  the  truth  will  be  rejected  and  the  only  person  who  will 
be  saved  will  be  one  who  remains  anonymous  and  aloof  from  people.  Such 
people  are  the  beacons  of  guidance  and  the  lanterns  of  knowledge.  They  are  not 
hasty,  do  not  promote  immoral  behaviour  or  immoral  speech."  ^ 
Hadhrat  Ali  SIS®!  once  said,  "O  men  of  knowledge!  Practise  on  your  knowledge 
because  only  that  person  is  an  Aalim  whose  knowledge  is  followed  by  practise 
and  whose  practise  conforms  with  his  knowledge.  There  shall  soon  come  people 
whose  knowledge  will  not  even  transcend  their  collar-bones.  Their  private  lives 
will  contradict  their  public  lives  just  as  their  actions  will  contradict  their 
knowledge.  They  will  sit  in  groups,  boasting  to  each  other  and  will  get  angry  if 
anyone  sitting  in  their  group  had  to  leave  to  sit  with  another  group.  The  actions 
of  such  people  will  not  even  transcend  their  gatherings  on  its  way  to  reach 
Allaah."  & 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  Emphasises 
Combining  Knowledge  with  Action 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  *§3&&6  said,  "O  people!  Study,  but  whoever 
studies  should  practise  what  he  learns." (3) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Ukaym  says,  "it  was  in  this  very  Masjid  that  I  heard 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  begin  his  speech  with  an  oath  as  he  said, 

'Your  Rabb  shall  be  Alone  with  every  one  of  you  just  as  you  see  the  fourteenth 
moon  all  by  itself.  Allaah  will  say,  'O  son  of  Aadam!  What  deceived  you  about  Me? 
O  son  of  Aadam!  How  did  you  respond  to  the  Ambiyaa?  O  son  of  Aadam!  Did  you 
practise  on  your  knowledge?1" 

Hadhrat  Adi  bin Adi  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  repeated 
the  following  words:  "Destruction  be  to  the  person  who  does  not  acquire 
knowledge.  Still,  if  Allaah  wills,  Allaah  shall  educate  him.  However,  seven  times 
destruction  be  to  the  person  who  has  the  knowledge  but  does  not  practise." (4) 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  SSSsSSg  said,  "Everyone  has  fantastic  words  to 
say  but  only  those  will  be  successful  whose  deeds  are  consistent  with  their 
words.  The  one  whose  deeds  contradict  his  words  shall  have  only  himself  to 
blame." (5) 

It  was  also  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  SSHss>  who  said,  "People  are  in  need 
of  anyone  who  is  engrossed  in  Allaah.  People  are  also  in  need  of  that  person's 

(IS  Ahmad  in  his  Zuhd,  Abu  Ubayd,  Deenowri  in  his  Ghareeb  and  ibn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul 
Ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg.229). 

(2)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol. 2  Pg.7),  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal '(Vol.5  Pg.233). 

(3)  Tabraani.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.164)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators.  Abu  Nu'aym  has  also 
reported  the  narration  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.  131)  from  Hadhrat  Alqama. 

(4)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.2). 

(5)  ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.6). 
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knowledge  who  practises  on  his  knowledge."  ^ 

Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  Fears  that  on  the  Day 

of  Qiyaamah  he  will  be  Questioned  about  how 
much  he  Practised  on  his  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Luqmaan  bin  Aamir  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  Ji$a®SS  used  to 
say,  "what  I  fear  most  about  Allaah  on  the  Day  of  Qiyaamah  is  that  he  would  call 
me  in  front  of  all  creation  saying,  'O  Uwaymirf  Then  when  I  respond  by  saying,  'I 
am  at  Your  service,  O  my  Rabb!',  Allaah  shall  ask,  'Did  you  practise  on  your 
knowledge?"'(2) 

Another  narration  quoted  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  as  sayjng,  "What  I  fear 

most  is  that  I  should  be  asked  on  the  Day  of  Qiyaamah,  'O  uwaymin  Did  you 
acquire  knowledge  or  remain  ignorant?'  if  I  reply  that  I  had  acquired  knowledge, 
every  verse  containing  a  command  and  every  verse  containing  an  admonition 
shall  claim  their  rights.  The  verses  containing  commands  will  ask,  'Did  you  carry 
out  (what  was  commanded)?'  and  every  verse  containing  an  admonition  will  ask, 
'Did  you  take  heed  (to  the  admonition)?'  I  seek  Allaah's  protection  from 
knowledge  that  does  not  benefit,  from  desires  that  are  not  sated  and  from 
du'aas  that  are  not  answered."  ^ 

Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  3S!3@e>  said,  "None  can  possess  Taqwa  until  he  has  knowledge 
and  one  can  attain  beauty  through  knowledge  only  if  one  practises  on  it."(4) 
Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  SUBS©  also  said,  "The  worst  of  people  in  Allaah's  sight  on 
the  Day  of  Qiyaamah  shall  be  that  person  with  knowledge  whose  knowledge 
does  not  benefit  him  (which  he  does  not  practise  on),"  (5> 

Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  Hs2tffi8&$  and  Hadhrat 
Anas  Encourage  Combining  Knowledge 

with  Practise 

Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  £S2g@&  said,  "No  person  will  be  able  to  move  his  feet 
on  the  Day  of  Qiyaamah  until  he  is  questioned  about  four  things;  (1)  about  how 
he  used  his  body,  (2)  about  how  he  spent  his  life,  (3)  about  how  he  earned  and 
spent  his  wealth  and  (4)  about  how  he  practised  on  his  knowledge." (6) 
Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  also  said,  "Learn  as  much  as  you  want  but 

Allaah  shall  not  reward  you  for  it  until  you  practise  on  your  knowledge." 

(1)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol. 2  Pg.10),  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg,243). 

(2)  Bayhaqi,  as  quoted  in  Targheeb  wat  Tarheel)  (Vol.  1  Pg.90).  Abu  Nu'aym  has  also  reported  a  similar 
narration  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.2l4). 

(3)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.214). 

(4)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.213).  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.211)  has  also  reported 
from  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  SaSffiJg!  a  narration  similar  to  the  one  Hadhrat  Adi  reported  from 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  SKiSS. 

(5)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.223). 

(6)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.3). 

(7)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.6).  Abu  Nu'aym  has  reported  a  similar  narration  in  his  Hilya 
(Vol.1  Pg.236). 
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Hadhrat  Anas  said,  "Learn  as  much  as  you  want  to  learn  but  Allaah  shall 

not  reward  you  for  it  until  you  practise  on  your  knowledge.  While  the  objective  of 
true  Ulema  (when  acquiring  knowledge)  is  to  remember  (and  practise),  the 
objective  of  foolish  people  (when  acquiring  knowledge)  is  to  relate  it  to  others 
(without  practising)." (1) 

Following  the  Sunnah  and  the  Ways  of  the 
Pious  Predecessors  and  Rejecting  Bid'ah 

The  Encouragement  Hadhrat  Ubay  bin  Ka'b 
Gave  in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Ubay  bin  Ka'b  said,  "Hold  fast  to  the  straight  path  and  the 

Sunnah  because  Allaah  shall  never  punish  a  person  who  is  steadfast  on  the 
straight  path  and  the  Sunnah  and  whose  tears  then  flow  from  his  eyes  out  of  fear 
for  Allaah  when  he  thinks  of  Allaah.  When  a  person  who  is  steadfast  on  the 
straight  path  and  the  Sunnah  thinks  of  Allaah  and  his  hairs  stand  on  end  out  of 
fear  for  Allaah,  is  just  like  a  tree  with  dry  leaves.  Just  as  its  leaves  fall  off  when  a 
strong  wind  blows,  all  his  sins  fall  off  him  in  the  same  manner.  Moderation 
when  doing  something  for  the  pleasure  of  Allaah  and  according  to  the  Sunnah 
is  better  than  exerting  oneself  in  something  that  is  not  for  the  pleasure  of 
Allaah  and  against  the  Sunnah.  You  should  therefore  check  well  that  your  deeds 
conform  with  the  pattern  of  the  Ambiyaa  and  their  Sunnah,  regardless  of  whether 
I        the  deeds  be  an  exerted  effort  or  something  done  in  moderation." (2) 

The  Encouragement  Hadhrat  Umar  and 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  Gave 
in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Sa'eed  bin  Musayyib  narrates  that  when  Hadhrat  Umar  *£X%i&£  arrived 
back  in  Madinah,  he  addressed  the  people  saying,  "O  people!  The  Sunan  have 
been  demonstrated  to  you  and  the  Faraa'idh  have  been  ordained  for  you.  You 
have  therefore  been  left  on  a  clear  and  distinct  path,  (which  you  will  be  able  to 
follow  with  ease)  unless  people  lead  you  to  the  right  and  to  the  left  (lead  you 
astray)."(3) 

When  lecturing  the  people  every  Thursday,  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
would  say,  "There  are  only  two  matters  of  importance.  One  is  a  way  of  life 
and  the  other  is  speech.  While  the  best  and  truest  of  speech  is  that  of  Allaah,  the 
best  way  of  life  is  that  of  Muhammad  xSHf .  Everything  newly  introduced  (into  the 
Deen)  is  a  Bid'ah  and  every  Bid'ah  is  a  means  of  leading  people  astray.  Behold! 
Prolonged  periods  (of  stagnation)  should  never  pass  over  you,  causing  your 

(1)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.6). 

(2)  Laalkaa'ee,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.1  Pg.97).  Abu  Nu'aym  has  reported  a  similar 
narration  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.253). 

(3)  ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.l  87). 
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hearts  to  harden  and  distant  hopes  should  never  make  you  negligent  (of  the 
Aakhirah)  because  everything  still  pending  is  nearby  and  something  far  off  is  that 
which  is  never  to  come." (1) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  S5»j  said,  "Moderation  in  the  Sunnah  is 
better  than  exerting  oneself  in  Bid'ah." (2) 

The  Encouragement  Hadhrat  Imraan  bin  Husayn 
W&®$£>  Gave  in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Imraan  bin  Husayn  3i3iSi@g>  said,  "The  Qur'aan  was  revealed  and 
Rasulullaah        demonstrated  his  way  of  life  (which  we  emulated).  You  people 
must  follow  us  because  if  you  do  not,  you  shall  go  astray." (3) 
Hadhrat  Imraan  bin  Husayn  once  said  to  someone  (who  insisted  on 

following  only  the  Qur'aan),  "You  are  a  fool!  Do  you  find  any  verse  of  the  Qur'aan 
telling  you  that  there  are  four  Rakaahs  in  Zuhr  and  that  the  Qiraa'ah  should  be 
silent?"  He  then  proceeded  to  enumerate  the  other  salaahs,  zakaah  and  other 
injunctions  of  Deen,  saying,  "Are  the  details  of  these  found  in  the  Qur'aan.  While 
the  Book  of  Allaah  only  briefly  mentions  these  things,  the  Sunnah  explains  the 
details."<4> 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  S8£*@&>  Encourages 
Following  the  Sahabah  f§BI£$i^g> 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  SSHSSSsi  said,  "Whoever  wishes  to  follow  anyone, 
should  follow  the  companions  of  Muhammad  t£$S!  because  from  amongst  the 
entire  Ummah,  their  hearts  are  most  righteous,  their  knowledge  is  deepest,  they 
are  the  least  pretentious,  they  are  most  unswerving  in  example  and  their 
(religious)  condition  is  best.  Allaah  had  selected  them  to  be  the  companions  of 
His  Nabi  and  to  establish  His  Deen.  You  should  therefore  acknowledge  their 
worth  and  follow  in  their  footsteps  because  they  had  been  fixed  on  upright 
guidance."15' 

Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  Encourages  the  Qurraa 

to  Follow  in  the  Footsteps  of  those  who 
Preceded  them 

Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  §SS@g>  used  to  say,  "O  assembly  of  Qurraa!  Fear  Allaah  and 
follow  the  path  of  those  before  you.  I  swear  by  my  life  that  if  you  follow  them, 
you  will  go  very  far  ahead  and  if  you  forsake  their  path  to  go  this  way  and  that, 

(1)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.181). 

(2)  Haakim  (Vol.l  Pg.103),  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Dhahabi.  Abu  Nu'aym  has 
reported  a  similar  narration  in  his  Hifya  (Vol.  1  Pg.  1 73). 

(3)  Ahmad.  Haythami  (Vol.l  Pg.i9l)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(4)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.  191). 

(5)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.97).  Abu  Nu'aym  has  reported  a  similar  narration  from 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  3s>S5@ig  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.l  Pg.305),  as  has  been  quoted  in  the  chapter 
describing  the  qualities  of  the  Sahabah  «3i®g. 
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you  will  have  gone  far  astray." (1) 

Hadhrat  Sa  d  bin  Abi  Waqqaas  Tells  his  son, 

"We  are  the  leaders  to  be  followed" 

Hadhrat  Mus'ab  bin  Sa'd  reports  that  whenever  his  father  (Hadhrat  Sa'd  bin  Abi 
Waqqaas  SJ^SSe)  led  the  saLaah  (in  congregation),  he  would  make  it  brief 
together  with  performing  the  Ruku  and  Sajdah  properly.  However,  when 
performing  salaah  at  home  (by  himself),  he  would  prolong  the  Ruku,  the  Sajdah 
and  the  salaah.  He  would  then  say,  "Dear  son!  We  (the  Sahabah  &S.&@sgi)  are  the 
leaders  to  be  followed." {2) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  said,  "Follow  and  do  not  introduce" 

and  his  Statement  about  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  SsSSsS  and  Hadhrat  Umar 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  S3©ag  once  said,  "Follow  and  do  not  introduce 
(new  ways)  because  everything  has  been  done  for  you  (Rasulullaah  {J§H  and 
the  Sahabah  have  already  blazed  the  trail)." (3) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  StaSSSi  also  said,  "An  integral  part  of  the  Sunnah 
is  to  love  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  and  Hadhrat  Umar  and  to 

acknowledge  their  worth."  ^ 

Hadhrat  AM  'tB^M>  Forbids  People  from  Following 
Living  People 

Hadhrat  Ali  said,  "Be  careful  not  to  emulate  people  because  while  a  man 

can  be  doing  the  deeds  of  the  people  of  Jannah,  he  can  change  according  to  the 
knowledge  of  Allaah  and  then  start  doing  the  actions  of  the  people  of  Jahannam, 
When  he  then  dies,  he  becomes  an  inmate  of  Jahannam.  It  may  also  happen  that 
while  a  man  can  be  doing  the  actions  of  the  people  of  Jahannam,  he  can  change 
according  to  the  knowledge  of  Allaah  and  then  start  doing  the  deeds  of  the 
people  of  Jannah.  When  he  then  dies,  he  becomes  a  worthy  dweller  of  Jannah. 
However,  if  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  you  to  follow  someone,  let  it  be  those 
who  have  died  (as  practising  Mu'mineen)  and  not  those  who  are  alive." (5) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  Reproaches 
a  Group  who  Opposed  the  Sunnah  by  Changing 
the  Method  of  Dhikr. 

Hadhrat  Abul  Bakhtari  says  that  someone  once  informed  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Mas'ood  about  a  group  of  people  who  sat  in  the  Masjid  after  Maghrib 

when  one  of  them  would  tell  the  others  to  recite  "Allaahu  Akbar"  in  a  particular 
manner,  to  recite  "Subhaanallaah"  in  a  particular  manner  and  to  recite  "Al  Hamdu 

(1)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.97).  Ibn  Abi  Shaybah  and  lbn  Asaakir  have  reported  a  similar 
narration,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  LfmmaaJfyol.b  Pg.233}. 

(2)  Tabraani,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.182). 

(3)  Tabraani,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.181), 

(4)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.187). 

(5)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.l  14). 
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Lillaah"  in  a  particular  manner.  "Do  they  then  do  as  he  says?"  Hadhrat  Abdullaah 
bin  Mas'ood  §S3@fS>  asked.  When  the  person  confirmed  that  they  did,  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  ©SSSSS  told  him,  "Inform  me  when  you  see  them 
gathering  again." 

(When  the  person  informed  him  afterwards,)  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
then  came  to  this  group,  wearing  his  high  hat,  and  sat  with  them.  When 
he  heard  what  they  were  saying,  he,  being  the  stern  man  that  he  was,  stood  up 
and  said,  "I  am  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood.  By  Allaah,  besides  Whom  there  is  none 
worthy  of  worship!  Verily  you  people  have  certainly  perpetrated  a  terrible  wrong 
by  carrying  out  this  act  of  Bid'ah!  Have  you  then  superseded  the  companions  of 
Muhammad  SSSSf  in  knowledge?" 

A  person  named  Ma' dad  said,  "By  Allaah!  We  never  intended  to  perpetrate  a 
wrong  with  this  new  act,  nor  have  we  superseded  the  companions  of  Muhammad 
@iff  in  knowledge."  Amr  bin  Utba  said,  "O  Abu  Abdur  Rahmaan!  We  seek 
forgiveness  from  Allaah." 

Thereupon  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  §J©S£si  told  them,  "It  is  compulsory 
for  you  to  follow  the  path  (of  Rasulullaah  gSH  and  the  Sahabah  t&ffi&i)  and  to 
strictly  adhere  to  it.  By  Allaah!  If  you  will  do  so,  you  will  have  advanced  far  ahead 
and  if  you  start  swerving  to  the  left  and  right,  you  will  stray  far  off." ^ 
Another  narration  states:  "The  news  reached  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
3SSS@sei  that  a  group  of  people  were  sitting  in  the  Masjid  between  Maghrib  and 
Isha..."  The  rest  of  the  narration  is  like  the  one  above.  The  only  difference  is  in 
the  following  words: 

"Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  said  to  them,  "You  people  have  certainly 

perpetrated  a  terrible  wrong  by  carrying  out  this  act  of  Bid'ah,  otherwise  .we  the 
companions  of  Muhammad  must  have  strayed."  Amr  bin  Utba  bin  Farqad 
said,  "O  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  We  seek  forgiveness  from  Allaah  and  we 

repent  to  Him."  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  SJ!5@£>  then  ordered  them  to 
disperse. (2) 

Another  narration  states  that  when  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  S@@g>  saw 
two  groups  in  the  Masjid  of  Kufa,  he  stood  between  the  two  and  asked,  "Which  of 
you  two  was  before  the  other?"  When  the  one  group  said  that  they  were  first, 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  JSSSsSiSi  ordered  the  other  group  to  join  them, 
thereby  combining  the  two  into  one.  ^ 

An  authentic  abridged  narration*4'  states  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
approached  them  covering  his  face  and  said,  "Whoever  recognises  me  will 
have  recognised  me.  As  for  those  who  do  not  recognise  me,  I  am  Abdullaah  bin 
Mas'ood.  Are  you  people  more  rightly  guided  than  the  companions  of 
Muhammad  The  narrator  says  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 

(1)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.4  Pg.381).  Abu  Nu'aym  has  reported  a  similar  narration  from  Abu 
Za'raa,  stating  that  it  was  Musayyib  bin  Nujbah  that  reported  the  gathering  to  Hadhrat  Abdullaah 
bin  Mas'ood  SIS®©. 

(2)  Tabraani. 

(3)  Tabraani.  Haythami  (Vol.  1  Pg.181)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(4)  Tabraani. 
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also  may  have  added,  "You  people  are  definitely  clinging  to  the  tail  of  deviation." 
Hadhrat  Amr  Ibn  Salamah  says  that  they  were  sitting  at  the  door  of  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  SSUSS^'s  home  between  Maghrib  and  Isha  when  Hadhrat 
Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  SUSS®*  came  to  the  house  and  said  to  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Mas'ood  SJSS^,  "Come  with  me,  O  Abu  Abdur  Rahmaan."  When  Hadhrat 
Abduliaah  bin  Mas'ood  came  out  from  the  house,  he  asked,  "O  Abu 

Moosa!  What  brings  you  here  at  this  hour?"  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari 
replied,  "By  Allaah!  The  only  thing  that  brings  me  here  is  something  that  I  have 
seen  which  frightens  me,  yet  it  seems  so  good.  There  is  a  group  sitting  in  the 
Masjid  with  a  person  instructing  them  to  recite  'Subhaanallah'  in  a  particular 
manner  and  to  recite  'Al  Hamdu  Lillah'  in  a  particular  manner." 
Hadhrat  Amr  bin  Salamah  says  that  they  accompanied  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Mas'ood  SMSfe'  to  the  Masjid.  When  he  arrived  there,  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Mas'ood  iiS^gj  told  the  people,  'You  have  wandered  astray  so  fast!  Even  while 
the  companions  of  Muhammad  W&Z  are  still  alive  in  your  midst,  when  his  wives 
are  still  young  and  when  his  clothing  and  utensils  are  still  as  they  were!  Count  your 
evil  deeds,  for  I  stand  surety  for  Allaah  that  your  good  deeds  will  be  counted."'1' 

The  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Zubayr 
when  his  Son  sat  with  a  Group  who  became 
Ecstatic  as  they  Engaged  in  Dhikr. 

Hadhrat  Aaamirwhowas  the  son  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Zubair  S52£iSS»  narrates 
that  he  once  came  to  his  father,  who  asked  him,  "Where  have  you  been?"  The  son 
replied,  "I  found  a  group  of  people  better  than  whom  I  have  not  seen.  When  they 
engage  in  Dhikr,  one  of  them  trembles  and  grows  ecstatic  until  he  falls 
unconscious  out  of  fear  for  Allaah.  (I  am  late  because}  I  was  sitting  with  them." 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Zubayr  instructed  his  son  saying,  "Never  sit  with 

them  again!"  When  he  detected  that  this  did  not  make  an  impression  on  his  son, 
he  added,  "I  have  seen  Rasulullaah  recite  the  Qur'aan,  and  I  have  seen 
Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  «£K3@s  and  Hadhrat  Umar  SSSSSg  also  reciting  the  Qur'aan. 
Nothing  like  this  ever  happened  to  them.  Do  you  think  that  these  people  fear 
Allaah  more  than  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  and  Hadhrat  Umar  mm&?"  The  son, 

Hadhrat  Aamir  SIS®©  says,  "1  then  realised  that  what  he  said  was  true,  after 
which  I  forsook  these  people." (2) 

Hadhrat  Sila  bin  Haarith  and  Hadhrat 

Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  Admonish  People 

who  Related  Stories  in  the  Masjid 

Hadhrat  Abu  Saalih  Sa'eed  bin  Abdur  Rahmaan  narrates  that  Anz  Nujaybi  was 
once  standing  and  relating  stories  in  the  Masjid  when  a  Sahabi  by  the  name  of 
Hadhrat  Sila  bin  Haarith  Ghifaari  S3£®g  said  to  him,  "By  Allaah!  We  have 

(1)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer,  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.181)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(2)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hitya  (Vol.3  Pg.167), 
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scarcely  left  Rasulullaah  i^i's  time  and  have  not  even  severed  ties  with  our  kin, 
yet  you  and  your  kind  have  already  stood  up  in  our  midst  (to  perpetrate  such  acts 
ofBid'ah)."(1) 

Hadhrat  Amr  bin  Zuraarah  says,  "I  was  relating  stories  in  the  Masjid  when 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  (bin  Mas'ood)  stood  up  and  said;  'O  Amr!  You  have 

started  a  misleading  Bid'ah!  Are  you  more  rightly  guided  than  the  companions  of 
Muhammad  3§£§>?'  I  then  saw  everyone  dispersing  from  around  me  until  I  was 
left  all  alone." (2) 

Abstaining  from  Opinions  that  do  not 
Conform  to  the  Qur'aan  and  Ahadeeth 

Statements  of  Hadhrat  Umar  W^>^>  in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Ibn  Shihaab  reports  that  Hadhrat  Umar  *!3£3®g>  was  standing  on  the 
pulpit  and  addressed  the  people  saying,  "O  people!  Accurate  opinions  came  only 
from  Rasulullaah  {JiSi  because  Allaah  used  to  guide  him.  What  comes  from  us 
are  but  assumptions  and  pretences."  (3)  Another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat 
Umar  then  added: 

...and  assumptions  are  absolutely  useless  against  the  truth."  {Surah 
Najm,  verse  28} (4) 

Hadhrat  Sadaqah  bin  Abu  Abdullaah  reports  that  Hadhrat  Umar  bin  Khattaab 
used  to  say,  "Those  who  wish  to  exercise  their  personal  opinions  are 
the  enemies  of  the  Sunnah.  They  are  too  lazy  to  learn  the  Sunnah  and  it  escapes 
their  memory  even  when  they  do  learn  it.  When  questioned,  they  are  too  shy  to 
admit  that  they  do  not  know  and  therefore  use  their  intellect  to  challenge  the 
Sunnah.  You  should  beware  of  such  people." 

Hadhrat  Umar  SJSSi®©  also  said,  "The  Sunnah  is  that  which  Allaah  and  His  Rasool 
®1?  have  determined.  You  should  never  make  your  mistaken  opinion  a  Sunnah."(6) 
Another  narration  from  Hadhrat  Amr  bin  Dinaar  states  that  when  someone  asked 
Hadhrat  Umar  5s3®@s)  whether  Allaah  guided  him  in  the  judgements  he  passed, 
he  replied,  "Do  not  say  that!  That  was  a  speciality  of  Rasulullaah  (^i."(7^ 

The  Statements  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
W&M>  and  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Sha'bi  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  said, 

(1)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg!l89). 
Bukhaari,  Baghawi,  Muhammad  bin  Rabee  and  Ibn  Sakan  have  reported  a  similar  narration,  as 
quoted  in  isaabah  (Vol.2  Pg.  193). 

(2)  Tabraani.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.189)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(3)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.  134). 

(4)  Ibn  Abi  Haatim  and  Bayhaqi,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaai  yo\.h  Pg.24l). 

(5)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.  135). 

(6)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.135). 

(7)  Ibn  Mundhir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal^loLS  Pg.241). 
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"Beware  of  asking,  "What  is  your  opinion?  What  is  your  opinion?'  because  those 
before  you  were  destroyed  because  they  asked,  "What  is  you  opinion?  What  is  you 
opinion?'  You  should  also  not  judge  one  thing  by  another  because  your  feet  will 
then  slip  after  being  firm.  In  addition  to  this,  whenever  any  of  you  are  asked 
about  something  that  he  does  not  know,  he  should  say,  'Allaah  knows  best,' 
because  this  constitutes  a  third  of  knowledge." 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  WgS&z  once  said,  "Every  year  is  followed  by  a 
year  that  is  worse,  while  no  year  is  essentially  worse  than  another,  no  nation  is 
essentially  worse  than  another.  However,  what  will  happen  is  that  when  your 
Ulema  and  righteous  ones  leav  the  world,  such  people  will  come  about  who 
will  analyse  matters  using  their  personal  opinions,  because  of  which  they  will 
destroy  and  perforate  Islaam." (2* 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  ^12®e>  said,  "The  basis  (of  Islaam  and  the 
Shari'ah)  is  Allaah's  Book  and  the  Sunnah  of  Rasulullaah  (JSP.  whoever  says 
anything  else  based  on  his  personal  opinion,  I  cannot  say  whether  he  will  find 
this  amongst  his  good  deeds  or  his  sins."  <3) 

Hadhrat  Ataa  narrates  from  his  father  that  when  a  Sahabi  SJJSSisg  was  questioned 
about  something,  he  said,  "1  am  too  shy  before  my  Rabb  to  employ  my  personal 
opinion  in  commenting  on  a  matter  that  affects  the  Ummah  of  Muhammad 
«."<4> 

The  Ijtihaad(5)  of  the  Sahabah 

Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  S$ci§a$  Tells 
Rasulullaah  iiH  that  he  will  Practise  Ijtihaad 
without  Compromising  on  Diligence 

Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  JU^ffife'  narrates  that  when  Rasulullaah  ®H?  sent  him 
to  Yemen,  Rasulullaah  asked  him,  "How  will  you  pass  judgement  when  a 
case  comes beforeyou?" "I shall  pass  judgement  by  Allaah's  Book,"  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh 
S&@sS.  replied.  Rasulullaah  asked  further,  "And  what  if  you  do  not  find  the 
solution  in  the  Book  of  Allaah?"  "Then,"  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  m%m>  said,  "I  shall 
judge  by  the  Sunnah  of  Allaah's  Rasool  Again  Rasulullaah  asked,  "And 
what  if  you  do  not  find  the  solution  in  the  Sunnah  of  Allaah's  Rasool  f^P?" 
Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  2£Ps8!se>  replied  by  saying,  "I  shall  then  practise  Ijtihaad 
without  compromising  on  diligence."  Rasulullaah  then  placed  his  hand  on 
Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  3U!2®9's  chest  saying,  "All  praise  belongs  to  Allaah  who  has 
inspired  the  envoy  of  Rasulullaah  {JS&i  with  that  which  pleases  Rasulullaah 

(1)  Tabraani.  Haythami  (Voi.l  Pg.180)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(2)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.180)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators.  Ibn 
Abdul  Birr  has  reported  a  similar  narration  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.135). 

(3)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.  136). 

(4)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.136). 

(5)  Ijtihaad  briefly  refers  to  applying  one's  mind  to  the  source  references  of  the  Shari'ah  to  extract 
laws  that  are  not  explicitly  stated.  This  is,  of  course,  the  work  of  a  person  whose  proficiency  in 
lslaamic  jurisprudence  in  unquestionable. 
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The  Concern  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  and 
Hadhrat  Umar  SJJ^SsS§>  had  for  Matters  they 
were  Unaware  of 

Hadhrat  Muhammad  bin  Seereen  says,  "After  Rasulullaah  &§  there  was  none 
more  concerned  about  not  knowing  something  than  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr 
and  after  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  there  was  none  more  concerned  about  not 

knowing  something  than  Hadhrat  Umar  JSS3@».  When  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  *g$s@&j> 
needed  to  pass  a  verdict  and  could  not  find  a  verse  of  the  Qur'aan  or  a  narration 
of  Rasulullaah  &S§  that  applied  directly  to  the  situation,  he  would  say,  'I  shall 
now  practise  Ijtihaad.  Should  it  be  correct,  it  is  from  Allaah  and  if  it  is  wrong, 
it  is  my  error  and  I  seek  Allaah's  forgiveness  for  it." (2) 

Hadhrat  Umar  '?M%M&s  Letter  to  Hadhrat 
Shurayh  in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Shurayh  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Umar  SEtggs  once  wrote  to  him  saying, 
"When  a  matter  presents  itself  before  you,  pass  your  verdict  according  to  the 
Book  of  Allaah.  If  the  matter  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Book  of  Allaah,  pass  your 
verdict  according  to  what  Rasulullaah  directed.  If  such  a  matter  presents 
itself  that  is  neither  in  the  Book  of  Allaah,  about  which  Rasulullaah  jJSii  has 
issued  no  directives,  then  pass  your  verdict  by  that  about  which  the  Ulema  are 
unanimous.  However,  if  such  a  matter  presents  itself  that  is  neither  in  the  Book 
of  Allaah,  about  which  Rasulullaah  has  issued  no  directives  and  about 
which  no  scholar  has  commented,  then  you  have  one  of  two  choices.  If  you 
prefer  to  practise  Ijtihaad,  you  may  proceed.  Otherwise,  if  you  prefer,  you  may 
desist  from  doing  so.  In  my  opinion,  desisting  is  the  best  course  for  you." 

The  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 

W&®&>  Concerning  Ijtihaad 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  said,  'When  any  of  you  has  to  pass  a 

verdict,  he  should  pass  his  verdict  according  to  the  Book  of  Allaah.  If  the  matter 
is  not  mentioned  in  the  Book  of  Allaah,  he  should  pass  his  verdict  as  Rasulullaah 
had  done.  If  such  a  matter  presents  itself  that  is  neither  in  the  Book  of 
Allaah,  about  which  Rasulullaah  has  not  passed  a  verdict,  then  he'  should 
pass  his  verdict  as  the  righteous  scholars  had  done.  However,  if  such  a  matter 
presents  itself  that  is  neither  in  the  Book  of  Allaah  and  about  which  neither 
Rasulullaah  f^i  nor  the  righteous  scholars  have  passed  verdicts,  he  should 
practise  ijtihaad.  He  must  then  be  firm  on  his  verdict  without  being  embarrassed 
about  it."  Another  narration  adds  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  SSS@g> 
said,  "He  should  then  practise  Ijtihaad  and  (when  stating  his  verdict,  he  must) 

(1)  Abu  Dawood,  Tirmidhi  and  Daarmi,  as  quoted  in  Mishkaatul  Masaabeeh  (Pg.316). 

(2)  Ibn  Sa'd  and  ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaat Q/o\.5  Pg.241). 
(3}  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vo!.2  Pg.56). 
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never  say  'I  think...'  or  'I  fear  that...'  because  what  is  Halaal  is  clear  and  what  is 
Haraam  is  also  clear.  Between  the  two  are  doubtful  matters  and  you  should 
forsake  that  which  gives  you  doubts  for  that  which  does  not."(1' 

The  Ijtihaad  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
*§mm  and  Hadhrat  Ubay  bin  Ka  b  m$®*& 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abu  Yazeed  reports  that  when  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Abbaas  3SS*S«5  was  questioned  about  anything  and  the  reply  was  to  be  found  in 
the  Qur'aan,  he  would  state  what  was  in  the  Qur'aan.  if  it  was  not  found  in  the 
Qur'aan  but  Rasulullaah  ®£i  had  spoken  about  it,  he  would  say  what 
Rasulullaah  iHf  said,  if  it  was  not  found  in  the  Qur'aan  and  Rasulullaah 
had  not  spoken  about  it,  but  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  SSSSsgi  or  Hadhrat  Umar  JaJSSsS© 
had  mentioned  it,  he  would  say  what  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  or  Hadhrat 

Umar  M%&?>  said.  However,  if  it  was  not  found  in  the  Qur'aan  and  if  Rasulullaah 
ilgsl,  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  WSS@S$  and  Hadhrat  Umar  had  not  spoken  about 

it,  he  would  practise  Ijtihaad,"  ^ 

Another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  SPssS^  said,  "When 
we  receive  corroboration  (to  an  injunction),  we  would  not  equate  anything  else 
to  it  (and  would  readily  practise  it)." (3) 

Hadhrat  Masrooq  narrates  that  when  he  once  questioned  Hadhrat  Ubay  bin  Ka'b 
about  something,  Hadhrat  Ubay  st.2@&  asked,  "Has  it  already  happened?" 
When  he  was  informed  that  it  had  not  happened,  he  said,  "Then  grant  us  respite 
until  it  happens  and  then  when  it  does,  we  will  be  able  to  practise  Ijtihaad." (4' 

Exercising  Caution  when  Issuing 
Fataawaa  and  the  Sahabah  who 
used  to  Issue  Fataawaa 

The  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Abdur  Rahmaan  bin 
Abu  Layla  concerning  the  Cautiousness  of  the 
Sahabah  m&m 

Hadhrat  Abdur  Rahmaan  bin  Abu  Layla  says,  "I  met  a  hundred  and  twenty 
Sahabah  of  Rasulullaah  {£HI  in  the  Masjid.  When  any  of  them  narrated  a 

Hadith,  he  wished  that  his  brother  (another  Sahabi  had  done  it  for  him 

and  whenever  he  issued  a  Fatwaa,  he  also  wished  that  his  brother  had  done  it  for 
him."<5> 

(1)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  laami  (Vol.2  Pg.57). 

(2)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  Ilm  (Vol.2  Pg.57).  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.181)  has  reported  a  similar 
narration. 

(3)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  jaami  Bayaanil  Ilm  (Vol.2  Pg.57). 

(4)  ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  Ilm  (Vol.2  Pg.58). 

(5)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  On,  (Vol.2  Pg.I63).  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.6  Pg.UO)  has  reported  a 
similar  narration  adding  that  the  Sahabah  stKagSs  Hadhrat  Abdur  Rahmaan  bin  Abu  Layia  met 
were  from  the  Ansaar. 
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Statements  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  ©12^  and  Hadhrat 
Umar  in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  ©Sifig  said,  "it  is  only  a  madman  who  will 
immediately  issue  a  Fatwa  for  everything  he  is  asked."  The  same  statement  has 

been  reported  from  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  SBsls9.(1) 
Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  ©Sffife'  said,  "It  is  only  one  of  three  persons  who  would  issue 
Fataawaa;  a  man  who  knows  which  verses  of  the  Qur'aan  abrogate  injunctions  of 
Deen  and  which  have  been  abrogated,  a  leader  who  has  no  alternative  and  a 
pretentious  fool." (2) 

Hadhrat  Ibn  Seereen  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Umar  SS5®S>  said  to  Hadhrat  Abu 
Mas'ood  Uqba  bin  Umar  W&M>,  "I  was  informed  that  you  issue  Fataawaa  to 
people!  The  person  blessed  with  the  privileges  (of  leadership)  should  also  bear  its 
burden  (of  issuing  Fataawaa)."  (3>  Another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Umar 
SSSS&Sg  also  added,  "And  you  are  not  a  governor  (so  you  need  not  issue 
Fataawaa). "(4) 

The  Cautiousness  of  Hadhrat  Zaid  bin  Arqam  and 
Hadhrat  Baraa  *15^®g>  in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Abu  Minhaal  says,  "When  I  questioned  Hadhrat  Zaid  bin  Arqam 

and  Hadhrat  Baraa  SIPi@&'  about  selling  gold  and  silver,  each  one  of  them  told 

me  to  asV  the  other,  saying,  *He  is  better  than  me  and  has  more  knowledge.'" 

The  narration  goes  on  further  to  discuss  trading  in  gold  and  silver. (5) 

Hadhrat  Abu  Husayn  says,  "Everyone  now  issues  Fataawaa  on  matters  that  had 

they  been  posed  to  Hadhrat  Umar  SSSjgSsi,  he  would  have  gathered  all  the 

veterans  of  Badr  (to  consult  with  before  issuing  a  Fatwaa)." (6) 

Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  W&\&i>,  Hadhrat  Umar  W&S&j, 

Hadhrat  Uthmaan  ©JS@^  and  Hadhrat  Abdur 
Rahmaan  bin  Auf  Issue  Fataawaa  During 

the  Time  of  Rasulullaah 

When  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  was  asked  who  used  to  issue 

Fataawaa  during  the  time  of  Rasulullaah  he  replied,  "Abu  Bakr  and 
Umar  I  do  not  know  of  anyone  else." (7) 

Hadhrat  Qaasim  bin  Muhammad  says  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  Hadhrat 

(1)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  Ilm  (Vol.2  Pg.l65).  Tabraani  has  reported  a  similar  narration 
from  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  §3Si»,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by 
Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.183). 

(2)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  Um  (Vol.2  Pg.i66). 

(3)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  ;aami  Bayaanil  11m  (Vol.2  Pg.i  66). 

(4)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  Ilm  (Vol.2  Pg.  1 43). 

(5)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  Bayaanil  Ilm  (Vol.2  Pg.  1 66). 

(6)  Ibn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.5  Pg.24l). 

(7)  lbn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.I51). 
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Umar  Hadhrat  uthmaan  and  Hadhrat  Ali  ,msm  used  to  issue 

Fataawaa  during  the  time  of  Rasulullaah  ®^.(,) 

Hadhrat  Fudhayl  bin  Abu  Abdullaah  bin  Dinaar  narrates  from  his  father  that 
Hadhrat  Abdur  Rahmaan  bin  Auf  ©}2>@®,  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  Hadhrat 
Umar  SsSSSsSg  and  Hadhrat  Uthmaan  SPSS©  were  amongst  those  who  issued 
Fataawaa  during  the  time  of  Rasulullaah  £SSf  according  to  what  they  heard  from 
Rasulullaah  <&m.(2) 

Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  Wfl&P  Tells  the  People 
not  to  ask  him  Anything  While  Hadhrat  Abdullaah 
bin  Mas'ood  is  Alive 

Hadhrat  Abu  Attiyya  Hamdaani  reports  that  he  was  once  sitting  with  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  Wis®t>  when  a  person  came  to  ask  him  a  question.  "Have 
you  asked  anyone  else?"  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  3§313@«  enquired.  "Yes," 
the  man  replied,  "I  have  asked  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  SUSSUs-."  The  man  then 
informed  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  SJ2s®»  about  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa 
Ash'ari  S5Ss@?£'s  reply.  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  S3JSife'  gave  a  reply  that 
contradicted  that  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  and  then  left.  (When  this 

was  brought  to  the  attention  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  SJISSbSs,)  He  said,  "Do 
not  ask  me  about  anything  when  this  great  scholar  is  in  your  midst." (3) 

Those  Who  Issued  Fataawaa  during  the  Time  of 
Rasulullaah        and  the  Time  of  the  Khulafaa 

Raashideen 

Hadhrat  Sahl  bin  Abu  Khaythamah  reports  that  during  the  time  of  Rasulullaah 
(SSI,  three  Sahabah  SaSffiSs  from  the  Muhaajireen  and  three  Sahabah  W&m 
from  the  Ansaar  were  authorised  to  issue  Fataawaa.  They  were  Hadhrat  Umar 
Hadhrat  Uthmaan  ©J2®g,  Hadhrat  Ali  {from  the  Muhaajireen) 

and  Hadhrat  Ubay  bin  Ka'b  S3S@g,  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  and 
Hadhrat  Zaid  bin  Thaabit  igm@&  (from  the  Ansaar). (4) 

Hadhrat  Masrooq  reports  that  from  amongst  the  Sahabah  i@j3@fe'  of  Rasulullaah 
©§1,  those  who  issued  Fataawaa  were  Hadhrat  Umar  S3S2j®£,  Hadhrat  Ali 
W&M>.,  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  Hadhrat  Zaid  (bin  Thaabit) 

Hadhrat  Ubay  bin  Ka'b  IPSSg  and  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  Si*©i>.(5) 
Hadhrat  Qabeesah  bin  Duayb  bin  Halhala  reports,  "During  the  time  of  Hadhrat 
Umar  Hadhrat  Zaid  bin  Thaabit  remained  the  chief  authority  of 

the  judiciary  of  Madinah,  as  well  as  the  chief  authority  of  issuing  Fataawaa, 
Qiraa'ah  and  dissolution  of  estates.  He  maintained  this  position  during  the  time 

(1)  IbnSa'd(Vol.4Pg.l51). 

(2)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.157).  Ibn  Asaakir  has  reported  a  similar  narration,  as  quoted  in  Muntakhab 
Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol. 5  Pg.77). 

(3)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.160).  Abu  Nu'aym  has  reported  a  similar  narration  in  his  Hilya (Vol.1  Pg.129). 

(4)  Ibn  sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.l67). 

(5)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.168). 
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of  Hadhrat  Uthmaan  and  for  as  long  as  Hadhrat  Ali  *gi)5@s>  remained  in 

Madinah  (as  Khalifah  before  moving  the  capital  to  Kufa).  Thereafter,  he  kept  the 
post  for  a  further  five  years  until  Hadhrat  Mu'aawiya  became  the  Khalifah 

in  the  year  40  A. H.  Even  after  this,  he  remained  instated  in  the  position  until  he 
passed  away  in  the  year  45  A.H." (1) 

Hadhrat  Ataa  bin  Yasaar  reports  that  both  Hadhrat  Umar  and  Hadhrat 

Uthmaan  used  to  call  for  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  SSS&ft'  (to 

consult  with)  and  would  also  consult  with  the  veterans  of  the  Battle  of  Badr.  Until 
the  day  he  passed  away,  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  W&&i>  used  to  issue 
Fataawaa  during  the  time  of  Hadhrat  Umar  and  Hadhrat  uthmaan 

Hadhrat  Ziyaad  bin  Meenaa  narrates  that  amongst  those  Sahabah  $9!3Ss!»  who 
issued  Fataawaa  and  narrated  Ahadeeth  in  Madinah  were  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Abbaas  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed  Khudri 

§!3@Jg>,  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  Amr  bin  Al  Aas 

Hadhrat  Jaabir  bin  Abdullaah  Hadhrat  Raafi  bin  Khudayj 

Hadhrat  Salamah  bin  Akwa  Hadhrat  Abu  Waaqid  Laythi  WOsgife  and 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Buhaynah  This  they  continued  doing  from  the 

time  Hadhrat  Uthmaan  !3!£®g>  passed  away  until  their  deaths.  Amongst  them, 
the  ones  who  issued  the  bulk  of  the  Fataawaa  were  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Abbaas  §S2@S>,  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Uma.  g&Sii&eS  Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed  Khudri 
SIS®©,  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  §3K1s«b  and  Hadhrat  Jaabir  bin  Abdullaah 
S!S3*.(3) 

Hadhrat  Qaasim  relates,  "During  the  Khilaafah  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  3i)J2s®s>, 
Hadhrat  Umar  *S3S5@9,  Hadhrat  Uthmaan  and  until  the  time  she  passed 

away  (may  Allaah  shower  his  mercy  on  her),  (my  aunt)  Hadhrat  Aa'isha  S©«@*g 
used  to  issue  Fataawaa  by  herself.  I  used  to  stay  with  her  and  she  showed 
extreme  affection  towards  me." (4) 

The  Knowledge  of  the  Sahabah  |8Sa&& 

The  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Dharr 
concerning  the  Vast  Knowledge  of  the 
Sahabah  m&®& 

Hadhrat  Abu  Dharr  SJ^Sg  said,  "Rasulullaah  left  us  with  so  much 
knowledge  that  even  when  a  bird  fluttered  its  wings  in  the  sky  it  would  remind 
us  of  something  he  had  taught  us." <5) 

Another  narration  adds  that  Rasulullaah  said,  "Everything  that  draws  one 
closer  to  Jannah  and  that  takes  one  further  from  Jahannam  has  been  explained  to 

(1)  Ibn  Sa'J  (Vol.4  Pg.l75). 

(2)  Ibn  Sa'd  (VoI.4Pg.181). 

(3)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.187). 

(4)  ibn  Sa'd  (vol. 4  Pg.189). 

(5)  Ahmad. 
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you  (Sahabah  f@.»')."(1) 

The  Narration  of  Hadhrat  Amr  bin  Al  Aas 
about  what  he  Memorised  from  Rasulullaah  0J£ 
and  the  Narration  of  Hadhrat  Aa'isha  about 
the  Knowledge  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr 

Hadhrat  Amr  bin  Al  Aas  says,  "I  have  learnt  a  thousand  similitudes  from 

Rasulullaah  (&§£."(2> 

In  a  lengthy  narration,  Hadhrat  Aa'isha  says,  "Whenever  they  (the 

Sahabah  l®S2®Js»)  disagreed  about  anything,  my  father  {Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr 
would  come  forth  with  a  Hadith  that  would  satisfy  them  all  and  settle  the 
dispute.  Therefore,  when  it  was  asked  where  Rasulullaah  was  to  be  buried, 
no  one  could  be  found  who  had  any  relevant  knowledge.  It  was  then  that 
Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  W&g&S  said,  'I  heard  Rasulullaah  say,  'Whenever  a  Nabi 
passed  away,  he  was  buried  beneath  the  place  he  lay  at  the  time  he 
passed  away.1  Similarly,  when  the  Sahabah  fs©3@s  posed  divergent  opinions 
about  the  inheritance  of  Rasulullaah  @H,  they  could  find  none  with  relevant 
knowledge.  Again  it  was  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  who  said,  'I  heard  Rasulullaah 

®8  say,  *We  the  assembly  of  Ambiyaa  do  not  leave  behind  any  inheritance. 
Everything  we  leave  behind  is  donated  as  Sadaqah."'(3) 

The  Statements  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
&s$&*>  and  Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  About  the 

Knowledge  of  Hadhrat  Umar  W$%&> 
Hadhrat  Abu  Waa'il  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  !H3itt£  said,  "If 
the  knowledge  of  Umar  *§3!2il?g)  was  placed  on  one  pan  of  a  scale  and  the 
knowledge  of  all  on  earth  was  placed  on  the  other,  the  knowledge  of  Umar 
3S3®8>  would  outweigh  the  rest."  Hadhrat  A'mash  says,  "I  found  it  difficult  to 
accept  this,  so  I  mentioned  it  to  Ibraheem,  who  said,  'Why  do  you  find  this 
difficult  to  accept  when  I  can  swear  by  Allaah  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Mas'ood  said  something  even  more  profound  than  this.  He  said,  'In  my 

estimation,  nine  tenths  of  knowledge  left  the  world  with  the  demise  of  Umar 

In  a  lengthy  narration  concerning  the  demise  of  Hadhrat  umar  St©@gi,  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  SKd@s>  stated,  "From  all  of  us,  it  was  Umar  JiSSSsigi  who 
possessed  the  most  knowledge  about  Allaah,  who  recited  the  Book  of  Allaah  the 

(1)  Tabraani.  Tabraani  has  reported  a  narration  similar  to  that  of  Ahmad  from  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa 

which  is  reported  from  reliable  sources,  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.8  Pg.264).  lbn  Sa'd 
(Vol.4  Pg.170)  has  also  reported  a  similar  narration. 

(2)  Ahmad,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Voi.8  Pg.264). 

(3)  Baghawi,  lbn  Asaakir  and  others,  as  quoted  in  Muntakhab  Kanzul  l/mmaal (ya)A  Pg.346). 

(4)  Tabraani.  Haythami  (Vol.9  Pg.69)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators,  lbn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.153) 
has  reported  a  similar  narration. 
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most  and  who  had  the  deepest  understanding  of  Allaah's  Deen." (1) 
Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  Sfu5®&  said,  "In  comparison  to  the  knowledge  of  Umar 
the  knowledge  of  all  other  people  seems  like  it  could  be  buried  in  a  little 

hole."<2> 

A  man  from  Madinah  said,  "When  I  was  presented  before  Hadhrat  Umar  bin 

Khattaab  learned  scholars  appeared  to  be  little  children  before  him.  His 

understanding  and  knowledge  towered  above  theirs."  ^ 

Rasulullaah  ®|  Declares  that  Hadhrat  Ali  mm&j 
was  the  most  learned  of  the  Sahabah  and 
the  statement  of  Hadhrat  Ali  about  his 

Knowledge  of  the  Qur'aan 

Hadhrat  Abu  ls'haaq  narrates  that  when  Rasulullaah  got  Hadhrat  Ali  l&SSm 
married  to  Hadhrat  Faatima  msm,  she  said  to  Rasulullaah  &®t,  "You  have 
married  me  to  a  man  whose  eyesight  is  weak  and  whose  stomach  is  big." 
Rasulullaah  @S§  responded  by  saying,  "1  have  married  you  to  him  because  from 
all  my  companions,  he  was  the  first  to  accept  islaam,  he  has  the  most  knowledge 
and  is  the  most  tolerant." (4) 

Another  narration  states  that  Rasulullaah  said  to  Hadhrat  Faatima  W%&?j, 
"Are  you  not  pleased  that  I  have  married  you  to  the  person  who  was  the  first  of 
my  Ummah  to  accept  Islaam,  is  the  one  with  the  most  knowledge  and  is  the  most 
tolerant?"  <5> 

Hadhrat  Ali  SSSsSsS©  once  said,  "By  Allaah!  I  know  precisely  about  what  every  verse 
of  the  Qur'aan  was  revealed,  where  it  was  revealed  and  concerning  whom  it  was 
revealed.  My  Rabb  has  blessed  me  with  a  perceptive  heart  and  an  eloquent 
tongue." (6) 

Hadhrat  Sa'eed  bin  Musayyib  reports  that  Hadhrat  Umar  J§3J2®g>  used  to  seek 
Allaah's  protection  against  any  intricate  problem  which  had  to  be  resolved 
without  the  help  of  Hadhrat  Ali  51M@gi:(7) 

The  Knowledge  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Mas'ood 

Hadhrat  Masrooq  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  S!55@s>  said,  "I 
know  the  precise  circumstances  surrounding  the  revelation  of  every  chapter  of 
the  Qur'aan.  If  I  knew  of  a  person  more  knowledgeable  than  myself,  I  would 
certainly  go  to  him  if  a  camel  or  any  other  conveyance  could  take  me  to  him." 
Hadhrat  Masrooq  says,  "I  sat  in  the  company  of  many  Sahabah  i$8&s©s>  of 

(1)  Tabraani,  as  quoted  in  Majma'uz Zawaa'id (Vol.9  Pg.69). 

(2)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.lS3). 

(3)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.  153). 

(4)  Tabraani.  Haythami  (Vol.9  Pg.  102)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  .larrators. 

(5)  Tabraani  and  Ahmad.  Haythami  (Vol.9  Pg.101)  has  commented  on  the  chair  of  narrators. 

(6)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.lS4). 

(7)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.156). 
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Muhammad  and  found  them  to  be  like  dams.  While  some  dams  may  quench 
the  thirst  of  one  man,  others  may  quench  the  thirst  of  two  men,  others  the  thirst 
of  ten  and  others  will  quench  the  thirst  of  a  hundred  men.  Then  there  are  oceans 
that  can  cater  for  all  the  people  on  earth  if  they  had  to  settle  there.  I  found 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  to  be  such  an  ocean." (1) 

Hadhrat  Zaid  bin  Wahab  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  *S3!3®sS 
arrived  one  day  at  a  place  where  Hadhrat  umar  W&S&j  was  sitting.  When  he  saw 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  approach,  Hadhrat  Umar  said, 

"He  is  a  coffer  filled  to  the  brim  with  the  knowledge  and  understanding  of 
Deen." 

Hadhrat  Asad  bin  Wadaa'ah  reports  that  Hadhrat  Umar  s33&t>  once  made 
mention  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  SS5@S>  saying,  "He  is  a  coffer  filled  to 
the  brim  with  knowledge.  I  however  had  to  give  preference  to  the  people  of 
Qaadisiyyah  over  myself  concerning  him  (by  sending  him  to  teach  them  rather 
than  keeping  him  behind  with  me  in  Madinah)." (2) 

The  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Ali  @&@?e>  concerning 
his  Knowledge  and  the  Knowledge  of  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  '^sM>,  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa 
Ash'ari  Hadhrat  Ammaar  Hadhrat 

Hudhayfah  and  Hadhrat  Salmaan 

Hadhrat  Abul  Bakhtari  narrates  that  they  once  approached  Hadhrat  Ali 
with  the  request  to  inform  them  about  the  Sahabah  $B&Me>  of  Rasulullaah  ©si. 
"Which  of  them  would  you  like  to  know  about?"  Hadhrat  Ali  asked.  "Tell 

us  about  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  Wi2'M?>,"  they  replied.  Hadhrat  Ali 
said,  "He  learnt  the  Qur'aan  and  the  Sunnah  and  reached  the  apex  of 
knowledge.  This  is  sufficient  for  you  to  gauge  the  extent  of  his  knowledge."  "Tell 
us  about  Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  SiSisfe,''  they  asked  next.  Hadhrat  Ali 
SlS^SSsi  said,  "He  had  been  thoroughly  dyed  in  knowledge  before  coming  out  of 
the  dye."  The  men  asked  further,  "Then  tell  us  about  Hadhrat  Ammaar  bin  Yaasir 
SSSSftj."  Hadhrat  Ali  said,  "He  is  a  Mu'min  who  remembers  well  after 

being  reminded  about  something  he  had  forgotten." 

"Now  tell  us  about  Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  they  asked.  Hadhrat  Ali  S}®@g's 

reply  was:  "Of  all  the  Sahabah  192®?),  he  best  knew  who' the  Munaafiqeen  were." 
When  they  asked  about  Hadhrat  Abu  Dharr  Hadhrat  Ali  said,  "He 

acquired  a  substantial  amount  of  knowledge  but  was  unable  to  disseminate  it." 
The  men  further  asked,  "Tell  us  about  Hadhrat  Salmaan  SJffirls?."  Hadhrat  Ali 
1&&M>  said,  "He  acquired  the  knowledge  of  the  previous  Ambiyaa  as  well  as  the 
knowledge  of  the  final  Nabi  He  is  an  ocean  whose  bottom  cannot  be 
reached  and  he  is  also  one  of  us,  the  household  of  Rasulullaah  @§|."  "O  Ameerul 
Mu'mineen!"  the  men  then  asked,  "Now  tell  us  about  yourself."  Hadhrat  Ali 

(1)  lbnSa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.  159). 

(2)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.  161). 


THE  LIVES  OF  THE  SAHABAH  "^&&^S&  (Vol-3}  303 

§3@@sg  said,  "It  was  this  that  you  had  intended  asking  from  the  outset!  Whenever 
I  asked  (Rasulullaah  anything,  I  would  receive  a  reply  and  whenever  I 
remained  silent,  I  would  be  informed." (1) 

The  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
^s@!sf)  Concerning  the  Knowledge  of  Hadhrat 
Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  W$M£> 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  said,  "Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  W3$&j  is 

certainly  an  Ummah  who  was  Qaanit  and  Haneef(or\e  inclined  towards  the  truth 
and  averse  to  all  false  creeds).  He  is  (definitely)  not  from  the  Mushrikeen."  The 
narrator  says,  "I  thought  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  &&&&  had 
perhaps  made  an  error  because  Allaah  says  in  the  Qur'aan: 

Ibraheem  $8§8iSe  was  certainly  an  Ummah  who  was  Qaanit  and  Haneef 
(one  inclined  towards  the  truth  and  averse  to  all  false  creeds).  He  was 
(definitely)  not  from  the  Mushrikeen.  {Surah  Nahl,  verse  120-121} 
However,  when  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  S3!S®ei  repeated  his  words  to 
me,  I  knew  that  he  meant  what  he  was  saying.  I  therefore  remained  silent.  He 
then  asked,  'Do  you  know  what  the  meaning  of  'Ummah' and  'Qaanit' is?'  When  I 
submitted  that  Allaah  knows  best,  he  explained,  'Ummah  (in  this  context)  refers 
to  a  person  who  teaches  people  good  things  and  'Qaanit'  refers  to  a  person  who 
obeys  Allaah  and  His  Rasool        That  is  exactly  how  Mu'aadh  bin  Jabal  Wm&> 
was.  He  taught  people  everything  that  was  good  and  was  obedient  to  Allaah  and 
to  Allaah's  Rasool  &^m(2) 

Statements  of  Hadhrat  Masrooq  Concerning  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Sahabah 

Hadhrat  Masrooq  says,  "I  examined  the  Sahabah  fjSS^s  carefully  and  found  that 
all  their  knowledge  could  be  found  in  six  of  them;  namely  Hadhrat  Umar 
Hadhrat  Ali  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  9BBSHS6,  Hadhrat  Mu'aadh 

bin  jabal  JsS»,  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  msm  and  Hadhrat  Zaid  bin  Thaabit 
After  closely  examining  these  six,  I  discovered  that  all  their  knowledge 
could  be  found  in  Hadhrat  Ali  and  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 

Hadhrat  Masrooq  also  said,  "When  I  arrived  in  Madinah  and  enquired  about  the 
Sahabah  &3!3@s>,  I  discovered  that  amongst  those  with  the  most  profound 
knowledge  was  Hadhrat  Zaid  bin  Thaabit  SIS@S."(4) 

(1)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.162). 

(2)  ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.165). 

(3)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.167). 

(4)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.176). 
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The  Knowledge  of  Hadhrat  Abdul  la  ah 
bin  Abbaas 

Hadhrat  Masrooq  reports  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  once  said, 

"If  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  were  our  age,  none  of  us  would  be  able  to  equal 

even  a  tenth  of  his  knowledge."  Another  narration  adds  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah 
bin  Mas'ood  SsJSBS©  said,  "Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  S3jS^@jsi  is  an  excellent 
commentator  of  the  Qur'aan." (,) 

Hadhrat  Mujaahid  reports  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  used  to  be 

called  an  ocean  because  of  the  great  amount  of  knowledge  he  possessed. (2) 
Hadhrat  Layth  bin  Abu  Sulaym  says  that  he  once  said  to  Hadhrat  Tawoos,  "Why 
have  you  attached  yourself  to  this  youngster  (Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
mm»)  instead  of  the  senior  Sahabah  sW  of  Rasulullaah  i^f  ?n  Hadhrat 
Tawoos  replied,  "I  have  seen  seventy  Sahabah  $&8%8S&  who  favoured  the  opinion 
of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  whenever  a  difference  of  opinion  arose 

in  any  matter." (3) 

Hadhrat  Aamir  the  son  of  Hadhrat  Sa'd  bin  Abi  Waqqaas  SS2®S»  reports  that  his 
father  said,  "I  have  never  seen  as  quick-witted,  as  intelligent,  as  knowledgeable 
and  as  tolerant  as  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  WSSS&gi.  I  saw  that  when  an  intricate 
problem  arose,  Umar  bin  Khattaab  W&®f6  would  call  for  him  and  say,  'Be 
prepared!  A  most  complicated  problem  is  coming  your  way.'  Umar  §352®©  would 
then  accept  his  opinion  on  the  matter  even  though  he  would  be  surrounded  by 
veterans  of  the  Battle  of  Badr  both  from  the  Muhaajireen  and  the  Ansaar." <4) 
Hadhrat  Abu  Zinaad  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  W)&Ms®  was 
suffering  from  high  fever  when  Hadhrat  Umar  bin  Khattaab  came  to  visit 

him.  Hadhrat  Umar  Wg®&j  said,  "Your  illness  has  certainly  posed  a  great 
obstacle  to  us.  Nevertheless  it  is  only  from  Allaah  that  we  seek  help."  *5' 
Hadhrat  Talha  bin  Ubaydullaah  said,  "Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  has 

been  blessed  with  deep  understanding,  intelligence  and  tremendous  knowledge. 
I  have  not  seen  Umar  bin  Khattaab  §?£®e  give  precedence  to  any  other  person's 
opinion  over  his." 

Hadhrat  Muhammad  the  son  of  Hadhrat  Ubay  bin  Ka'b  SPsSSg  says  that  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  JsJi&s*  was  once  present  when  Hadhrat  Ubay  bin  Ka'b 
SSiSsSS  stood  up  and  said,  "This  youth  will  soon  become  the  most  learned 
scholar  of  this  ummah.  Together  with  being  blessed  with  intelligence  and  deep 
understanding,  Rasulullaah  &S$2  also  prayed  to  Allaah  to  grant  him  a  sound 
understanding  of  Deen." (7) 

Hadhrat  Tawoos  says,  "Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  SIS®©  towered  above 

(1)  lbn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.181).  ~~ 

(2)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.181). 

(3)  ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4Pg.l8l).  ... 

(4)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.  183). 

(5)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.  185). 

(6)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.185). 

(7)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.185). 
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others  in  knowledge  just  as  a  tall  palm  tree  towers  above  shorter  ones." (1) 
Hadhrat  Abu  waa'il  says,  "A  friend  and  I  performed  Hajj  at  a  time  when  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  W&m&  was  the  Ameer  of  Hajj.  When  he  started  reciting 
Surah  Noor  and  commenting  on  it,  my  friend  remarked,  'Oh  Subhaanallaah!  What 
great  knowledge  is  emerging  from  this  man's  head!  Even  the  Turks  would  accept 
Islaam  if  they  had  to  hear  this."'  Another  narration  adds  that  Hadhrat  Abu  Waa'il 
himself  said,  "I  have  never  seen  or  heard  anyone  speak  as  he  does!  Even  the 
Persians  and  Romans  would  accept  Islaam  if  they  heard  him." (2) 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  13g5®&  relates,  "when  I  went  to  Umar  bin 
Khattaab  SS2s@s  one  day,  he  asked  me  a  question  that  Ya'la  bin  umayyah 
had  written  to  him  about  from  Yemen.  After  I  had  given  him  the  answer,  Umar 
$SSs§!@£  remarked,  'I  testify  that  you  are  certainly  most  eligible  to  speak  on  behalf 
of  Rasulullaah  fits  household."'(3} 

Hadhrat  Ataa  says,  "While  some  people  used  to  approach  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin 
Abbaas  SM@s>  to  ask  about  poetry,  others  went  to  him  to  ask  about  ancestry  and 
there  were  still  others  who  referred  to  him  to  ask  about  the  battles  that  the  Arabs 
fought  and  about  their  history.  He  was  able  to  give  each  group  of  people  due 
attention  and  gave  them  detailed  replies  to  their  satisfaction." (4) 
Hadhrat  Ubadullaah  bin  Abdullaah  bin  Utba  says,  "Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
SB3®gt  surpassed  all  other  people  in  his  qualities.  He  excelled  others  in  his 
knowledge  of  past  events,  in  the  deep  understanding  with  which  he  gave  his 
opinion  to  people  who  consulted  with  him,  in  his  level  of  tolerance  and  in  his 
immense  magnanimity.  None  knew  the  Ahadeeth  of  Rasulullaah  ©§i  and  the 
verdicts  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Bakr  !»S@g,  Hadhrat  Umar  and  Hadhrat 

Uthmaan  better  than  he.  None  gave  opinions  as  deeply  thought  of.  as  he 

and  there  was  also  none  who  better  knew  poetry  and  Arabic  as  he  did.  In 
addition  to  all  of  this,  his  knowledge  was  also  most  profound  in  the  commentary 
of  the  Qur'aan,  in  mathematics  and  in  the  laws  of  inheritance.  I  have  also  not 
seen  anyone  else  as  knowledgeable  about  the  past  events  as  he  was,  nor  anyone 
who  gave  an  opinion  more  dependable  than  his  when  people  are  most  in  need  of 
one.  Sometimes  he  would  sit  all  day  discussing  nothing  besides  Fiqh,  while  on 
other  days,  he  would  discuss  nothing  besides  the  commentary  of  the  Qur'aan. 
Then  there  were  days  when  he  sat  and  discussed  only  the  battles  of  Rasulullaah 
iHi,  while  on  other  days,  he  discussed  only  poetry  or  only  the  history  of  the 
Arabs.  I  have  never  seen  any  scholar  sit  before  him  without  surrendering  himself 
to  him.  I  have  also  seen  no  one  asking  him  a  question  without  receiving  the 
relevant  information  from  him." 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  Sffi@S>  says,  "I  used  to  remain  close  to  the  senior 
Muhaajireen  and  Ansaar  Sahabah  and  ask  them  about  the  battles 


(1)  ibnSa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.185). 

(2)  Haakim  (Vol.3  Pg.537). 

(3)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.184). 

(4)  lbn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.  182). 

(5)  lbn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.  183). 
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Rasulullaah  (SSil  fought  and  the  revelation  that  pertained  to  them.  Whenever  I 
went  to  any  one  of  them,  they  became  overjoyed  because  I  am  related  to 
Rasulullaah         Hadhrat  Ubay  bin  Ka'b  was  one  of  the  Sahabah 

with  the  soundest  knowledge.  When  I  asked  him  one  day  about  the  Surahs  that 
were  revealed  in  Madinah,  he  informed  me  that  twenty-seven  Surahs  were 
revealed  in  Madinah  and  all  the  rest  in  Makkah." (1) 

Hadhrat  ikrama  says,  "I  heard  Hadhrat  Amr  bin  Al  Aas  js3!S@j©  say,  'From  all  of  us, 
it  is  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  SSSSSS  who  has  the  most  knowledge  of  the  previous 
scriptures  and  also  understands  best  those  matters  that  the  Qur'aan  and 
Ahadeeth  are  not  explicit  about.'  When  I  informed  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
1^  about  what  Hadhrat  Amr  bin  Al  Aas  had  said,  he  remarked,  'He 

himself  has  tremendous  knowledge  because  he  used  to  ask  Rasulullaah 
about  matters  that  were  Halaal  and  Haraam."'(2) 

Hadhrat  Aa'isha  SStfSSSSS  was  once  looking  at  a  group  of  people  gathered  around 
Hadhrat  Abdulleah  bin  Abbaas  JSBSSaSe  during  the  days  of  Hajj,  asking  him  about 
the  rites  of  Hajj.  She  remarked,  "Of  those  (Sahabah  $9!3©ss)  still  alive,  he  knows 
the  rites  of  Hajj  best." (3) 

WHAT  PEOPLE  SAID  AT  THE  DEMISE  OF  HADHRAT 
ABDULLAAH  BIN  ABBAAS 

When  the  news  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  S£@s's  death  reached  Hadhrat 
Jaabir  38J3@s,  he  hit  his  one  hand  on  the  other  and  said,  "The  most 
knowledgeable  and  most  tolerant  of  all  people  has  passed  away.  By  his  demise, 
this  Ummah  has  been  afflicted  with  a  calamity  that  can  never  be  redressed."  ^ 
Upon  the  demise  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  Hadhrat  Raafi  bin 

Khudayj  WZ&v  remarked,  "All  the  people  between  the  East  and  the  West  were 
dependent  on  the  one  who  has  passed  away  today  for  their  knowledge." (5) 
Hadhrat  Abu  Kulthoom  narrates  that  when  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
was  buried,  Hadhrat  Ibn  Hanafiyyah  said,  "Today  the  sage  of  this  Ummah  has 
passed  away." 

The  Knowledge  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar 
Hadhrat  Ubaadah  Hadhrat 
Shaddaad  bin  Aws  and  Hadhrat 

Abu  Sa'eed  Khudri 

Hadhrat  Amr  bin  Dinaar  says,  "Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Umar  was  regarded 

as  one  of  the  young  Fuqahaa." (7) 

(1)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4Pg.186). 

(2)  rbn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.186). 

(3)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.184). 
{4}  Ibn  Sa'd  (Voi.4Pg.187). 

(5)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vo!.4Pg.  183). 

(6)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.  183). 

(7)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.187). 
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Hadhrat  Khaalid  bin  Ma'daan  says,  "From  amongst  the  Sahabah  j@S3@s>  of 
Rasulullaah  there  are  none  left  in  Shaam  whose  knowledge  is  more 
dependable,  who  have  a  deeper  understanding  and  who  are  more  beloved  to  the 
people  than  Hadhrat  Ubaadah  bin  Saamit  and  Hadhrat  Shaddaad  bin  Aws 

Hadhrat  Handhla  bin  Sufyaan  reports  from  his  teachers  that  none  had  a  better 
understanding  of  the  Deen  than  Hadhrat  Abu  Sa'eed  Khudri  SfiS®&."(2> 

The  Knowledge  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah 

Hadhrat  Abu  Za'eeza'a  who  was  Marwaan  bin  Hakam's  scribe  reports,  "Marwaan 
once  summoned  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  i£$&$&z>  and,  seating  me  behind  his  chair, 
he  started  questioning  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  as  I  wrote  everything  down. 

After  a  complete  year  had  passed,  Marwaan  again  sent  for  Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah 
SSaSSS)  and,  seating  him  behind  a  screen,  started  asking  him  the  same  questions. 
Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  SSSwSfe'  replied  to  the  questions  just  as  he  did  the 
previous  year  without  adding,  deleting  or  even  misplacing  a  single  word." (3) 

The  Knowledge  of  Ummul  Mu'mineen  Hadhrat 
Aa'isha 

Hadhrat  Abu  Moosa  Ash'ari  says,  "Whenever  the  Sahabah  i©12®g  of 

Rasulullaah  @H  had  doubts  about  anything,  they  referred  it  to  Hadhrat  Aa'isha 
W%$£&  and  always  found  the  answer  with  her." (4) 

Hadhrat  Qabeesah  bin  Dhuwayb  says,  "Hadhrat  Aa'isha  SS'iSiSss  was  one  of  the 
most  knowledgeable  personalities  and  even  the  senior  Sahabah  of 
Rasulullaah  ili  consulted  with  her."  <5> 

Hadhrat  Abu  Salamah  says,  "I  have  not  seen  anyone  with  more  knowledge  of  the 
Sunnah  practices  of  Rasulullaah  sMI>  than  Hadhrat  Aa'isha  ESfisSSss.  I  have  also 
not  seen  anyone  offer  a  better  opinion  when  an  opinion  was  sought  and  seen  no 
one  with  more  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  revelation  of  any 
verse  or  with  more  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  inheritance."  ^ 
When  someone  asked  Hadhrat  Masrooq  whether  Hadhrat  Aa'isha  W&$&j  was 
proficient  in  the  laws  of  inheritance,  he  replied,  "I  swear  by  the  Being  Who 
controls  my  life  that  she  certainly  was!  in  fact,  I  saw  the  senior  Sahabah  f&m% 
of  Rasulullaah        ask  her  about  inheritance." (7) 

Hadhrat  Mahmood  bin  Labeed  says,  "Although  all  the  pure  wives  of  Rasulullaah 
knew  many  Ahadeeth,  none  knew  as  much  as  Hadhrat  Aa'isha  W&ft&J  and 
Hadhrat  Ummu  Salamah  S@l2®s>.  in  fact,  Hadhrat  Aa'isha  eglKffigg  used  to  issue 

(1)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol. 4  Pg.188). 

(2)  lbn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.188). 

(3)  Haakim  (Vol.3  Pg.510),  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Dhahabi. 

(4)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.189). 

(5)  Ibn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.  189). 

(6)  lbn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.189). 

(7)  lbn  Sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.189).  Tabraani  has  reported  a  similar  narration  from  reliable  sources  as 
confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.9  Pg.242). 
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Fataawaa  during  the  period  of  Hadhrat  Umar  SI3!S@9  and  Hadhrat  Uthmaan 
This  she  continued  doing  until  she  passed  away.  May  Allaah  shower  His 

mercy  on  her.  Senior  Sahabah  of  Rasulullaah       such  as  Hadhrat  Umar 

and  Hadhrat  Uthmaan  after  him  used  to  send  messengers  to  her 

to  ask  about  Sunnah  practices." (1) 

Hadhrat  Mu'aawiya  t&Z&z  said,  "I  have  never  seen  a  speaker  as  well-spoken,  as 
eloquent  and  as  intelligent  as  Aa'isha  ISl2®sl5."(2> 

Hadhrat  Urwa  says,  "I  have  not  seen  a  woman  as  knowledgeable  in 

medicine,  Fiqh  and  poetry  as  Hadhrat  Aa'isha  SPSSS®.'1  ^ 
Hadhrat  Urwa  once  said  to  (his  aunt)  Hadhrat  Aa'isha  SglSGSSg,  "I  am  more 

astonished  about  you  the  more  I  think  about  you!  When  I  find  you  to  be  one  of 
those  most  proficient  in  islaamic  jurisprudence,  I  ask  myself  what  was  there  to 
prevent  you  from  being  such  when  you  were  the  wife  of  Rasulullaah  @if  and  the 
daughter  of  Abu  Bakr  Then  when  I  find  you  to  be  one  of  those  most 

knowledgeable  about  the  history  of  the  Arabs  and  about  their  lineage  and  poetry, 
I  ask  myself  what  was  there  to  prevent  you  from  being  such  when  your  father 
knew  most  about  the  Quraysh?  However,  what  surprises  me  is  that  I  also  find 
you  to  be  most  proficient  in  medicine.  Where  did  you  learn  this  from?"  Hadhrat 
Aa'isha  heW  Hadhrat  Urwa  SPs@S's  hand  and  said,  "When  Rasulullaah 

(Self's  illness  worsened,  Arab  and  non-Arab  physicians  sent  (many  medicines  and 
prescriptions)  for  him,  from  which  I  learnt  medicine." (4)  Another  narration  states 
that  she  said,  "When  I  used  these  to  treat  Rasulullaah  1  learnt  all  about 
it-(S) 

Those  Ulema  who  are  Attached  to  Allaah 
and  those  Who  are  Evil 

The  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
W$M>  in  this  Regard 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  once  said  to  his  students,  "Be  people  who 

are  the  fountainheads  of  knowledge,  who  are  beacons  of  guidance,  who  spend 
most  of  the  time  at  home,  who  are  lanterns  of  the  night,  whose  hearts  remain 
fresh  and  young  and  who  wear  old  clothes.  In  this  manner,  you  will  be  known  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  heavens  while  remaining  anonymous  to  the  inhabitants  of 
earth,"  (6)  A  similar  narration  from  Hadhrat  Ali  states,  "In  this  manner, 

you  will  be  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  heavens  while  the  inhabitants  of 
earth  will  rave  about  you."  *7) 

(1)  lbn  sa'd  (Vol.4  Pg.  189). 

(2)  Tabraani,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.9  Pg.243). 

(3)  Tabraani,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.9  Pg.242). 

(4)  Bazzaar,  Ahmad  and  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeermd  Awsat. 

(5)  Ahmad.  Haythami  (Vol.9  Pg.242)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(6)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  jaami  (Voll.  Pg.126) 

(7)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.77). 
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The  Statement  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
*§J^@?e>  Concerning  the  Ulema  who  are 
attached  to  Allaah 

Hadhrat  Wahab  bin  Munabbih  narrates  that  when  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
was  informed  that  some  people  were  debating  about  predestination  at 
Baafc  gani  Sahm,  he  quickly  got  up  and,  handing  his  staff  over  to  Hadhrat 
Ikrama,  he  placed  one  hand  on  the  staff  and  the  other  on  Hadhrat  Tawoos.  When 
he  reached  the  group,  they  made  way  for  him  and  welcomed  him. 
Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  S5*®e>  however  did  not  sit  down  and  asked  them 
to  inform  him  of  their  lineage  so  that  he  may  recognise  who  they  were.  When 
they  did  so,  he  addressed  them  saying,  "Do  you  not  know  that  Allaah  has 
servants  whom  fear  for  Him  has  driven  them  to  silence  even  though  they  are 
neither  handicapped  nor  dumb?  On  the  contrary,  they  are  people  who  are  Ulema, 
orators  and  people  of  high  status.  They  are  well  acquainted  with  the  way  Allaah 
deals  with  sinners  but  whenever  they  think  of  the  greatness  of  Allaah,  they  lose 
their  minds,  their  hearts  are  torn  apart  and  their  tongues  stop  functioning.  When 
they  recover  from  this  state,  they  hasten  to  perform  good  deeds  that  will  purify 
them.  While  they  regard  themselves  as  people  who  neglect  their  duties  to  Allaah, 
they  are  really  the  intelligent  ones  with  the  most  strength  (to  do  good).  Although 
they  regard  themselves  as  wrong-doers  and  sinners,  they  are  really  righteous  and 
innocent.  What  distinguishes  them  is  they  never  regard  anything  as  being  too 
much  to  do  for  Allaah,  they  are  never  satisfied  to  do  only  a  little  for  Him  and  they 
are  never  too  proud  of  the  deeds  they  do  for  Him.  Wherever  you  meet  them,  they 
will  be  filled  with  concern,  in  awe  of  Allaah  and  ever  fearing  (that  they  should  not 
displease)  Him."  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  then  left  and  returned  to 

his  gathering.  W 

Statements  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
and  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
Concerning  Evil  Ulema 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  said,  "If  the  men  of  knowledge  would 

safeguard  their  knowledge  and  give  it  only  to  those  who  are  worthy,  they  would 
lead  the  people  of  their  times.  However,  they  have  handed  it  over  to  men  of  this 
world  only  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  world  and  have  therefore  fallen  in  the  eyes 
of  these  people.  I  have  heard  Rasulullaah  say,  'Whoever  narrows  all  his 
worries  to  the  one  worry  for  the  Aakhirah,  Allaah  will  take  care  of  all  his  other 
worries.  On  the  other  hand,  whoever  has  been  confounded  by  the  worries  of  this 
world,  Allaah  cares  not  in  which  valley  he  destroys  himself."  *2) 
Hadhrat  Sufyaan  bin  Uyaynah  reports  that  Hadhra*  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
said,  "If  the  bearers  Of  knowledge  uphold  it  as  it  ought  to  be  upheld  and  in  a 

(1)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.325). 

(2)  lbn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal  (Vol.5  Pg.243).  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  has  reported  a  similar 
narration  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.  1  Pg.  1 87). 
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befitting  manner,  Allaah,  His  angels  and  the  pious  ones  will  love  them.  In 
addition  io  this,  people  will  stand  in  awe  of  them.  However,  they  seek  the  wealth 
of  this  world  with  their  knowledge,  because  of  which  Allaah  detests  them  and 
they  have  no  status  in  the  eyes  of  the  people."  ^ 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  ©JSiSSS)  said,  "What  will  happen  to  you  when 
such  a  calamity  overtakes  you  because  of  which  your  youngsters  start  to  age, 
your  elders  grow  older  and  such  practices  are  regarded  as  being  Sunnah  that 
when  an  attempt  is  made  to  change  them,  people  will  say  (about  the  act  is 
truly  Sunnah),  This  is  something  very  strange!'"  When  someone  asked  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  when  such  a  time  would  come,  he  replied,  'When 

the  trustworthy  ones  amongst  you  will  be  few  while  your  leaders  will  be  plenty, 
when  the  Fuqahaa  amongst  you  will  be  few  while  those  reciting  the  Qur'aan  will 
be  plenty,  when  the  knowledge  of  Deen  will  be  sought  for  motives  other  than  the 
benefit  of  Deen  and  when  worldly  gain  will  be  the  motivation  behind  carrying  out 
acts  of  the  Aakhirah." 

Another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  said,  'When 

a  fabricated  Sunnah  becomes  such  a  norm  in  society,  when  an  effort  is  made  to 
change  it,  people  will  say,  'The  Sunnah  has  been  changed!'"  The  narration  also 
adds  that  the  time  will  be  "when  your  Fuqahaa  will  be  few  and  your  leaders  will 
hoard  wealth." (2) 

The  Statements  of  Hadhrat  Abu  Dharr 
Hadhrat  Ka'b  M^gi  and  Hadhrat  Ali 
Concerning  Acquiring  the  Knowledge  of  Deen 
for  worldly  Motives 

Hadhrat  Abu  Dharr  USaSS®  said,  "You  should  understand  well  that  these 
Ahadeeth  ought  to  be  learnt  solely  for  the  pleasure  of  Allaah.  When  a  person 
learns  them  solely  for  worldly  gain,  he  will  not  even  smell  the  fragrance  of 
Jannah. (3) " 

Hadhrat  Umar  ©12®s>  once  asked  Hadhrat  Ka'b  (who  was  learned  in  the  previous 
scriptures),  'What  can  remove  knowledge  from  the  hearts  of  Ulema  after  they 
have  studied  and  memorised  it?"  Hadhrat  Ka'b  replied,  "It  will  be  greed  and 
asking  people  for  one's  needs  that  will  remove  it." 

When  Hadhrat  Ali  *S$38$&  once  spoke  about  certain  tribulations  that  will  occur 
towards  the  end  of  time,  Hadhrat  Umar  W&S&B  asked,  'When  will  this  occur,  O 
Ali?"  Hadhrat  Ali  replied,  "When  the  knowledge  of  Deen  will  be  sought  for 

motives  other  than  the  benefit  of  Deen,  when  knowledge  will  be  sought  for 
reasons  other  than  to  practise  and  when  worldly  gain  will  be  the  motivation 
behind  carrying  out  acts  of  the  Aakhirah." (5) 

(1)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.188). 

(2)  Abdur  Razzaaq,  as  quoted  in  Targheeb  wat  Tarheeb  (Vol.1  Pg.82),  ibn  Abdul  Birr  has  reported  a 
similar  narration  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.188). 

(3)  ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.187). 

(4)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.6). 

(5)  Abdur  Razzaaq,  as  quoted  in  Targheeb  wat  Tarheeb  (Vol.1  Pg.82). 
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What  Hadhrat  Umar  Wm  Feared  for  the  Ummah 
from  Evil  Ulema 

Hadhrat  Umar  once  addressed  the  people  saying,  "I  fear  two  people  for 

you,  the  person  who  misinterprets  the  Qur'aan  and  a  person  who  is  vying  with 
his  brother  for  kingdom." (1) 

Hadhrat  Hasan  narrates  that  when  a  delegation  from  Basrah  that  included 
Hadhrat  Ahnaf  bin  Qais  W&S&z  came  to  Hadhrat  Umar  he  granted  them 

all  leave,  except  for  Hadhrat  Ahnaf  13!3®*i,  whom  he  kept  back  for  an  entire  year. 
Thereafter,  Hadhrat  Umar  said  to  Hadhrat  Ahnaf  "Do  you  know 

why  I  kept  you  back?  Rasulullaah  iHS  warned  us  against  well-spoken  hypocrites 
and  I  feared  that  you  should  not  be  one.  inshaa  Allaah,  (I  am  now  confident  that) 
you  are  not  one  of  them." (2) 

Hadhrat  Abu  Uthmaan  Nahdi  reports  that  he  heard  Hadhrat  Umar  say 

from  the  pulpit,  "Beware  of  the  hypocritical  Aalim."  "How  will  a  hypocrite 

become  an  Aalim?"  the  people  asked.  Hadhrat  Umar  replied,  "He  will  be  a 

person  who  speaks  what  is  right  but  then  does  what  is  wrong." (3} 

Hadhrat  Umar  §S2@g>  also  said,  "We  always  maintained  that  the  one  to  destroy 

this  Ummah  will  be  a  hypocrite  with  an  educated  tongue." (4) 

Hadhrat  Abu  Uthmaan  Nahdi  reports  that  he  heard  Hadhrat  Umar  JsJSaSSe  say 

from  the  pulpit  "What  I  fear  most  for  this  Ummah  is  the  hypocritical  Aalim." 

"How  will  a  hypocrite  be  an  Aalim,  O  Ameerul  Mu'mineen?"  the  people  asked. 

Hadhrat  Umar  iUlS®©  replied,  "He  will  be  a  person  whose  tongue  will  be 

educated  but  whose  heart  and  actions  will  be  ignorant." (5) 

Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  3§$e@*g>  and  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  MiJS*$5g>  Warn  the  Ulema 
Against  Frequenting  the  Doors  of  the  Rulers 

Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  M3»  said,  "Beware  of  the  places  of  tribulation!"  "O  Abu 
Abdullaah?"  someone  asked,  "What  are  the  places  of  tribulation?"  Hadhrat 
Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  Ss3©@©  replied,  "The  doors  of  the  rulers.  When  any  of  you 
enters  the  door  of  a  ruler,  he  confirms  (as  truth)  the  lies  he  speaks  and  praises 
him  for  what  he  is  not."  ^ 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  SMSSsi  said,  "At  the  doors  of  the  rulers  lie 
tribulations  just  as  certainly  as  there  are  camels  at  the  place  where  camels  rest.  I 
swear  by  the  Being  Who  controls  my  life  that  as  much  of  their  wealth  you  receive, 
so  much  of  your  Deen  will  they  have  in  exchange." (7) 

(1)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.2  Pg.194).  Ibn  Abi  Shaybah  has  reported  a  similar  narration,  as 
quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaa! '(Vol.5  Pg.233). 

(2)  Ibn  Sa'd  and  Abu  Ya'la. 

(3)  Bayhaqi  and  lbn  Najjaar, 

(4)  Firyaabi,  Abu  Ya'la,  Nasr  and  lbn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  ummaa! (Vol.5  Pg.232). 

(5)  Musaddad  and  Firyaabi,  as  quoted  in  Kanzul  Ummaal (Vol.5  Pg.233). 

(6)  lbn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.167). 

(7)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.167). 
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The  Disappearance  and  Forgetting  of 
Deeni  Knowledge 

What  Rasulullaah  &Hf  Meant  when  he  Stated  that 
Deeni  Knowledge  will  be  Lifted 

Hadhrat  Awf  bin  Maalik  Ashja'ee  igSS^  reports  that  Rasulullaah  looked  to 
the  sky  one  day  and  said,  "(There  shall  come)  A  time  when  Deeni  knowledge  will 
be  lifted  (off  the  surface  of  the  earth)."  A  man  from  the  Ansaar  called  Labeed 
SUttBS  asked,  "O  Rasulullaah  &$&  How  will  this  knowledge  be  lifted  when  it  is 
recorded  in  script  and  safeguarded  in  people's  hearts?"  Rasulullaah  (SH  remarked, 
"I  was  of  the  opinion  that  you  were  one  of  the  most  perceptive  people  in 
Madinah."  Rasulullaah  then  proceeded  to  explain  how  the  Jew  and  the 
Christians  deviated  from  the  path  even  though  Allaah's  scripture  was  with  them. 
The  narrator  says  that  when  he  met  Hadhrat  Shaddaad  bin  Aws  Wtf&i  and 
narrated  the  Hadith  of  Hadhrat  Awf  to  him,  he  said,  "Awf  SSSSi>  has 

spoken  the  truth.  Shall  I  not  inform  you  about  the  first  thing  to  be  lifted?" 
When  the  narrator  begged  to  be  informed,  Hadhrat  Shaddaad  W&M>  said,  "It  is 
devotion.  It  will  be  so  completely  removed  that  you  will  not  find  a  single 
person  with  any  devotion." (!) 

Another  narration  adds  that  a  person  by  the  name  of  Ziyaad  bin  Labeed  who  was 
from  the  Ansaar  asked,  "O  Rasulullaah  iHfl  How  will  it  be  lifted  from  us  when 
we  have  the  Bookof  Allaah  with  us,  which  we  teach  to  our  wives  and  children?"'2* 
Yet  another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Shaddaad  8!3!2<@9  asked,  "Do  you  know 
what  is  meant  by  knowledge  being  lifted?"  when  the  narrator  submitted  that  he 
did  not  know,  Hadhrat  Shaddaad  SJ^S©  said,  "It  refers  to  the  leaving  of  the 
containers  of  knowledge  (the  Ulema).  And  do  you  know  which  knowledge  will 
be  the  first  to  be  lifted?"  when  the  narrator  again  submitted  that  he  did  not  know, 
Hadhrat  shaddaad  said,  "It  is  devotion.  It  will  be  so  completely  removed 

that  you  will  not  find  a  single  person  with  any  devotion." (3) 
A  similar  narration  from  Hadhrat  Abu  Dardaa  states  that  Rasulullaah 

said,  "Of  what  benefit  was  the  Torah  and  the  Injeel  that  were  with  the  Jews  and 
the  Christians?"  (4)  A  narration  from  Hadhrat  Wahshi  **3l3a&'  mentions  that 
Rasulullaah  SSI  said,  "They  (the  Jews  and  Christians)  did  not  pay  any  attention 
to  it  (their  scriptures)." (5)  Yet  another  narration  from  Hadhrat  ibn  Labeed 
quotes  Rasulullaah  as  saying,  "They  however  did  not  benefit  from  it  (their 
scriptures)  at  all." <6) 

(1)  Haakim  (Vol.!  Pg.99).  Bazzaar  and  Tabraani  have  reported  a  similar  narration,  as  quoted  in 
Majma'uz  Zawaa'id '  (Vol.1  Pg.200). 

(2)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.  I  Pg.152). 

(3)  Ibn  Abdul  Birr  in  his  Jaami  (Vol.1  Pg.152).  Haakim  and  Tabraani  have  reported  a  similar  narration, 
as  quoted  in  Majma'uz  Zawaa'id. 

(4)  Haakim. 

(5)  Tabraani. 

(6)  Haakim. 
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Statements  of  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood 
'€pM>  and  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abba  as 

Concerning  the  Lifting  of  Knowledge  and  the 
Statement  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abba  as 

made  when  Hadhrat  Zaid  passed  away 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  once  asked,  "Do  you  know  how  Islaam 

will  dwindle?"  The  people  replied,  "Just  as  the  dye  on  clothing  fades  or  as  an 
animal  loses  its  fat  or  as  a  Dirham  deteriorates  when  it  is  hidden  away  for  too 
long."  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  JsSSSSsgs  replied,  "That  also  happens,  but 
the  most  serious  cause  will  be  the  death  of  the  Lilema." (I) 
Hadhrat  Sa'eed  bin  Musayyib  says,  "I  attended  the  funeral  of  Hadhrat  Zaid  bin 
Thaabit  Wtm&.  After  he  had  been  buried,  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas 
said,  "O  you  people!  Whoever  wishes  to  know  how  knowledge  leaves  us,  should 
know  that  it  is  like  this  that  knowledge  leaves.  I  swear  by  Allaah  that  a  great  deal 
of  knowledge  has  just  left  us  today." (2) 

Hadhrat  Ammaar  bin  Abu  Ammaar  says,  "When  Hadhrat  Zaid  bin  Thaabit  WSffl&s 
passed  away,  we  sat  with  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  &SS%$iS&  in  the  shade  of  a 
building.  He  said,  "It  is  like  this  that  knowledge  leaves.  A  great  deal  of  knowledge 
has  just  been  buried  today."  Another  narration  states  that  as  he  pointed  his  finger 
to  the  grave,  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  said,  "It  is  like  this  that 

knowledge  leaves.  When  a  man  passes  away  who  knows  something  that  no 
one  else  knows,  his  knowledge  leaves  with  him." 

Yet  another  narration  states  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Abbaas  SS)3@is  once 
asked,  "Do  you  know  how  knowledge  will  leave?  it  is  by  the  Ulema  leaving  the 
surface  of  the  earth." (3) 

Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  said,  "I  strongly  believe  that  it  is  by 

committing  sins  that  a  man  forgets  the  knowledge  he  once  learnt." (4) 
Hadhrat  Qaasim  reports  that  Hadhrat  Abdullaah  bin  Mas'ood  5§Ss®£  said,  "The 
problem  with  knowledge  is  forgetting." (5) 

Propagating  one's  Knowledge  even  if  One 
does  not  practise  and  Seeking  Protection 
from  Knowledge  that  is  not  Beneficial 

The  statement  of  Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  JSNggg 
Concerning  Propagating  Knowledge 

Hadhrat  Jaabir  bin  Abdullaah  W$s@&j  narrates  that  Hadhrat  Hudhayfah  Ut2®5 

SI)  Tabraani  in  his  Kabeer,  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.202). 

(2)  Tabraani.  Haythami  (Vol.1  Pg.202)  has  commented  on  the  chain  of  narrators. 

(3)  Majma'uz Zawaa'id (Vol.1  Pg.202). 

(4)  Abu  Nu'aym  in  his  Hilya  (Vol.1  Pg.131).  The  narration  also  appears  in  Majma'uz  Zawaa'id '  (Vol.1 
Pg.  1 99)  and  Targheeb  wat  Tarheeb  (Vol.  1  Pg.92) . 

(5)  lbn  Abi  Shaybah,  as  quoted  in  jaami'ul  Ilm  (Vol.  1  Pg.108). 
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said  to  them,  "We  have  been  given  this  knowledge  to  bear  and  we  therefore 
pass  it  on  to  you  even  though  we  do  not  practise  on  it." 

Rasulullaah  ii^i?  Seeks  Protection  from  Knowledge 
that  does  not  Benefit 

Hadhrat  Abu  Hurayrah  SSSS&Si  narrates  that  when  Rasulullaah  made  du'aa, 
he  said,  "O  Allaah!  I  seek  Your  protection  from  four  things;  from  knowledge  that 
is  not  beneficial,  from  a  heart  that  does  not  submit,  from  a  soul  that  is  never 
satiated  and  from  a  du'aa  that  is  not  answered." (2) 


(1)  Bayhaqi  and  Ibn  Asaakir,  as  quoted  in  Kanzui  Ummaal (Vol.7  Pg.24). 

(2)  Haakim  (Vol.1  Pg.104),  reporting  from  reliable  sources  as  confirmed  by  Dhahabi. 


